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in their religious bclicg, unless they deny some of the fundamental
doctrines of Christianity.

III. Thougli regarded as a licretie, Paul was a worshipper of
the God of his fathers. Though separated from bis unbelicving
countrymen, hc regardcd hinseif as united in spirit to ail the
good men of past ages. lie looked back to Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob, and rejoiced in being one with them. He was one in
spirit with MNoses, the relation of whose law to the Gospel dis-
pensation, hie se well understood, and se clearly unfolded; with
David; whose sublime utterances lie quotes in confirmation of bis
great doctrine of justification by faith in thc propitiatory right-
eousness of God, revealcd in tlic gospel; with Isainli, whose clear
predictions of Christ lie could se well appreciate; indced with ail
the ancient worthies of whom mention is made in thc cleventh
chapter of the epistle to the llebrews. Truc hie understood
what they did not undcrstand. Their faith was confidence in
God, as to things hoped for, lis faith was belief in an acconiplishied
facty tne atoning sacrifice cf Christ. R1e livcd amid the spiendour
cf the rays of the Sun of Righitcousness, thcy amid the compara-
tive dimness cf ' ante-gospel timies. Hie lied then a clearer appre-
liension than any cf the saints who livcd prior te the ceming of
Christ, cf the way cf salvation. But lie was one in spirit Wvith
them. Tîjus lie contcmrplatcd the God whom lie worshipped, as
the God cf his fathers.

To differ in some cf our sentiments from the good men cf the
past docs not necessarily imply that wc are div orced in spirit from
them. We look on the good men cf the past, on our IRcforming
ancestors for example, as lhaving conimenced an important work.
They would not believe as the dominant party in their day be-
lieved. Thcy contended fer the truth, for what tliey believed to
lie the truth. But thcy did not finish their work. It is nof te
be wondered at, if they hield some errors. Now whe are the truest
followers cf the iReformers,-those on the one hand, who hold the
sentiments cf the Reformers, " entire and unimpaired," the errors,
as well as the truths, which tliey-maintained; or those on the
ether that, believe iu tliem as muen, who under God commenced
an important work, but did net complete it, who held some errors
as well as some important truthis, and sel te carry on thc work
,whidh thcy began, te cast away their errors and follow after truth
in the spirit in whichi they pursued it? Surely it cannot be neces-
sary te eneness cf spirit with the liefermers and ail uninspired
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