
ZEhe ý4oiiic aitb Jarefg 3Uccarb.

cd, a figlit took lauLC arorxiil lus prcniises,
and lie fieli for safcety. At he teach-
ers anid the frivenlly ixati f es reînaved to a
place of s lfcty ail hiis 1)ropert 'y that tlîeY
coîuld. 'rhe*e rein tiil liîovver soine
articles whicli tlié)v could riot rencand
firîn,r liihvil. Ixcei rcstxîncd on thk! fol-
0iovrig day, tIre natives brokc iîîto lus

honise and rlestroyed itsî contents.

wViiat more cotîli iuavc been reasonahly
,exp)eced of the nativci ? XVorld B3 ritishî
properry have heen as wveil taktnu care of
on a battle-fieldi betvecn the late FefleraI
and Conféd2rate armies? Yet for this a
British Commnodore fires on mern, wo-
menx, and childreni, killing a nurnber of
Oient, destroying their canoes, plantations,
&e. The wvhole thitig is deplorable, and
we n'-Cl flot wor.der that in ftic Australiax
colonies thie affair has been the subjecr of
severe animadversion, and it is likely
seriously to injure the iinterests of the mis-
sion there. It is not impossible that an
Cni(niry will )e mnade into the condrxct of
the B3ritishî Coinmodlore. If the London
Missionary Socicty do not ask tItis frornt
the British Governmcîîit wve are perstiaýded
it will be b2canise of the connexion of ruis-
sionaries 'vith the affair.

This leads ta> the reaily painfisi and hu-
miliating feattire of th&e bitsiniess. Were
the responsibility coriflned te the British
naval officers, we ivonld give etirselves coni-
paratively littie thought about the niatter.
On the first intelligence we conid scareely
believe it possible tîtat the raissionaries
were iruplilatel, and wve have reaÀi tîteir
letters in the hope of fiaiding that they had
kept theraselves clear of ali share in these
measures of violence, and tliat as in the
case of otier missionaries, they %would have
shown theniselves the friends of the wveak
anîl have lent their influence on behaîf of
the much abused natives. But with eqîtal
shamne, astonishment and sorrow, we have
read their own staternents shoivin, too
plainly that the missionaries anul the mis-
sion are deeply inrolved ln the proeeedings
front first to last. From their own account
it appears that they first raeniorialized the
Commodore, and that it was on their me-
morial, that he acted, that Mr. Paton was

tîtc interpreter at Pýort Rcsolîitiox, ani
conveveli tîte message- of tîîc Commîxodore
to the eliefs-that the [)aýy.spring lay along
side tîîe mnan-of-%war, while c igge i er
wvork 'if lest rtetioîîi,-t lat înost of tie
iniissioîîaric,ý were tîrere l)y tlheir presence
lending their couîntenance to the sivi pro-

censaîîd whien it 'vas over in soeienn
coutici passcd a vote of tlîanks to tue coin-
modore.

It is but jiast to say that ive hav'e flot
reccived full explanatioxîs front tîte mnis-
sionaries of the circurxstaxces iii whicli they
have aeted, and the roasons for this course.
More minute explanations front tiîem may
present their conduct in a miore favorable
light. W'e cannot for an instant believe
that tlîey conld have contemplated the
destruction of lifé which resuited fromt the
proceeding. If we could believe tlîat they
realiy expected the loss of humait life in
reveng-e for the loss of some trtimpery
property of Mr.. Prtton's, we would say that
the sooner they ieft the mission work the
better for the cause of Clîristianity in the
South Seas. StilI we cannot sec how they
can be held altogether blamecless in regard
to the lives of titose unfortunates. It may
be added, that our maissionaries at present
ia the field have flot had mueli esperiene
ia mnission work, and mighit be expectefi to
yield to the opinions of others, who had
been loxtrer there. Mr. Gordon it appears
at first opposed the measure Mr. Cope-
land was absent, and Mr. Paton's practice
and experience of missionary life on Tanna
has oniy shown how totally ineffectitai was
bis plan of winning the heathen to Chris-
tianity by threats of mnan-of-war, &c. lVe
are, hoNvever, astonished beyond meauvre,
that a man of Mr. Ingiis's experience
ghould have lent himself to these proeeed-
ings.

Stili wlth ail the palliations we eart otl'er,
it remtains nder thte hand of our own mis-
sionaries an nniable faet, that they 'have
been implicated in transactions which are
a disgrace to, a christian and eivilised nation,
and which,, had they been commritted by a
French man-of-war, st the instigation of
Romnan Catholie missionaries, wouid have
roused the indignation of ail the Protestant
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