-

\

260

The ;a’tzcmz' any Foveign Reeord,

Oct.

PAOSRESS OF THE UNIGN MOVEMENT,

T'he next meeting of the Committees of
the Free and United Yresbyterian Church
of Seotland on Union, is to take place on
the 29th of this month.  In the meantime
it is well to remember that considerable pro-
gress has alveady been wmade in aveanging
the bases of negociation.  The following
have been given i as the subordinate stan-
durds of the UL I'. Chureh =—

I, #'The Busis of Union hetween the
TVhnited Scression and Relie! Churelies,”
adopied by these Clanebes af their union,
undter the title of * the Cnited Preshyterian
Charel,” on Thurday, 13th May, 1847,
I1 Chs Westminster Confession of Faitls,
and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms,
with certain qualifications. Two documents
were also submitted as being of authority
in the United Presbyterion Chureli:—< 1,
Rules and Fornrs of Provedare in the Chureb
Cowts 3 and 2, Summary of Principles of
the United Preshyterian Chareh”  The for-
mer document comprised, infer aliu,iforma-
as for ministers at ordination, for the or-
dination aud admission of oflice-hearers, and
fn tho licensing of probationers.

The documents in authority in the Free
Chureh were classed as foliows ;—

I. Suhordinate standaxds binding upon
the consciences of ministers and other office
hearers, aecording to the formula sud corres-
ponding guestions, 1L, Docenments adopt:
gil by the Church at former times, and siill
Hlustrative moye or less wenerally of her po-
sition and principles, viz, —1. The Tirst
ook of Discipline; 2. ‘The Seeond Buok
of Discipline, and the other documents ye-
ferred to inthe Act and Declaation of 1851
anent the publication of the Subordinate
standavds, cte., of the Free Chureh, Undes
this head it was stated that the I'ree Chareh
recounized generally the Acts of the Geuer-
al Assembly of the Established Chureh of
Scotland previous 1o 1843, and the Acts of

v, ) * . .
of the Free Assembly sitce 1843, except in
s0 far a5 they had been vepeated or superse-
ded. IIL Documents approved and used
as Directorics for Catechising, iz, :—1.

The Lavger Catechisn, 2. The Shorvter
Catechism. 1., Doctments bearing on

the discipline of the Chureh, viz. :—1."The
Form of Process according to the Act of
1707.. Sce Act xi. of General Assewbly,
1707, pages 17 to 37, enritled * Teform of
Process in the Judicatories of the Church off
Scotland, with relation o Scandals nd
Censures.”* 2. I'he Aets of the Free As-
sembly, 1852, 1853, and 1854, hy which the
Act of 1707 is modified, as exhibited to-
gethier in a report approved of by the Gen-
eral Assembly of 1855,
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The subjects to be discussed by the Com-
mittees have been arranged under the fol-
lowing very exhanstive classification :—

T. The extent to which the twe Charches
awvee ag to the Provinee of the Civit Magis-
trate in relation to Religion and the Chyis-
tian Charch,

T1. Any other matter_of doctrine ahout
which explanations on either side may seem
to he ealled for.

L Theological Curvientum, and the
training and licensing of Stadente, aud ar-
rangements regarding Probationers,

LV, Eieetion of Oftice-bearers, Constitu.
tion of the Church Courts, and the reiation
of there Courrs to one another, and Forms
siastienl Procedare,

V. Law and Practice of the two Churchies
as to Public Worship.

VI, Extent of difference of the two
Churehes as to Edueation, with special re-
ference to Govermment Grants.

V1L Finance aad-Churcls Praperty, in-
cluding such matters as the Free Chuarch
Sustentation ¥ und, Titles, A dministration of
Secular Afkuirs by Managers cr by Deacons’
Courr.

VI Prineiples on which admission to
Sealing Ordinances is regulated in either
Chuveh.

IX. Reition of the two Chuvehes, if
united, to Ministers and Congregations be-
youd the limits of Scotland.
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STATISTICS OF THE URITED PRESSYTE:
[IAN GHURCH, SGOTLAND,

The Inst number of the £ P. feenrd eon
tains an outline of the statistics of the Uni-
ted Presbyterian Chureh, to whiel we wit
briefly direct the aitention of our readers.
Complete returns were received from 19
Preshyteries. 3 Preshyterics wanted hut oue
reqawrn. In ali there were hut 34 blaanks out
of 357 congregations. There are but 12
congreeations in the whoie Syned that nev-
er gave in 2 return af 2l Number of min-
isters, 577, Inerease during the year, 4.
Numberof Elders, 4236, Probationers, 103,
Students of divinity 161.  Cougregations,
Communicants, 168,245,

Relative to the Finamces of the Church,
the Statistical Committee remark ¢

Steady preevess, as a rule, continues to
nmark the finanees of the church,  The very
exceptions, in some departments, to this
progress indicate the presence and influenee
of principle.  The entive incomae of the
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