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-liso %vcr long wvithout a livtnti-litera-ýture,
andi ditiereti froin the other lMarchecs of thre
iloforniation in using only tire P-sttlms of
David in the praises of tire sanctuary, to
tire exclusion of uninispircd hymus. It is
not dificul: to discover tire rcason of this.
'rîtese chlurchles were it or one type, boing
inioticlîct on tire Genevaii É*hrn ; anti in
doctrine, %vorship ani goveramnent ivero
Calvinîbtic. Truc, indecd, there is no pe-
culiaritv of Calvinistie doctrine uinfavoura-
hie to saerctl sonix, for both English andi
Germyanl Calî'inists have hoon stmioti- the
best of liyrnn-wcriters. Nor -vet diti the
-nant of a hymnology spring fromn ny dlti-
cicncy lu the nitrurai genins of' the people;
for tire Siviss, Frcuchl andi Scotch are noted
for the vigotur andi abundanc of their nra-
tional mtlodies. The cause of it lay ini thre
app)licationl of a principlo conumon to those
clhurchs-tlîat nlothing %vas to ttc acceptcd,
in dovtrine, %vorship or' discipline, for ivhielh
scripture wîarrant could Dtot bc pleadcd.-
In sterui protest igainst R~ome, and in order
ta doncr away ail chose additions anti oi-
cunibrances whichi had jverl.iid andi deforni-
cd the religion of Christ, thev ivent hack tso
the New Testament, ani ccftssed ta aecept
Unvthîng in doctrine, or satictnary bervice,
for %vhiclh express sanction could not be
fotind tîterein, "lor îvhichi by gooti andi ne-
cessary consequence, iighlt flot lic deducotid
fromn Serip)ture." It is a nohle principle,-
dt very corner Stoneofa the lReformation
itself-onoe ta wvhicbi -w ait heartily sub-
Scribe, whlen its limits are fairly stated, and
its application duly gruarded by oilier ca-
ordinate truths. ft iS, hovever, capable of
ihe*ng misapplieti anti stretthcd lbeyond due
bouus, wlhen it is brouglit to bear on mat-
tors whichi the Word of God bas loft free.
Our Confession of Faitit reognizes this
limitation of ste principle, ivliciuit remîntis
lis that " there arc soîne circuinistances cou-
nerteti with tire worship of Goti andi govern-
nient of ste Church,' cammon to human
actions and societies, whicb are to bc order-
cd by tire light of nature and clîristian pru-
dence, ac,ýording to rte general cules of the
Word, whvichl are alvays to bcoabserveti."

In applying this principle rig-idly ta
Psalmody,*the Genevan R.ef'ormers, fanding
that tire ",hymuns anti Spiritual songs"' of
wiih P>aul spoke, and the adoption of
%vliicli lie enjoincti, were not ta be found ia
tire New Testament Canon, arciveti at the
conclusion that they must look for thema in
ire liirgy oftire older disponisation, whicb,

as being inspiroti tln'oughout, they concîv-
cd ivas cloue entitîcti to, be uset in tbe ser-
vice of Sang. Accordingly tire book of'
psalms became tiroir hymnn-book-; andi, by-
and-by, tire strange theory gcrew up anti
found accoptance, titat ta otEer praise to
Goti ini any other words than tctose of tho
insptired psalms, was to present an Unaux-

thorizeti and unacceptable sacrifice, as much
sonls if a Jewv liad prcsed swvine ripou
the altar. Even under tire christian dispen-
sation, ta go beondtire Jcwisbi psalimody
in offéring praise, was pronounceti daring
anct prestumpttnous impiety. 'ro sticli exc-
treines ivill good men go at times, in clice
unsapplicition of a principle riglit and
scriptural ini itself. Dottbtlese, ton, the
fact that the Latin hymuis in use were
deoply tainteti ivitî thi errors of Roaman-
isiin, largciy influcuceti their decisin.-
rThere ivas no Luther ta sepacate tire wbeat
fram the dhaif; anti no poot arose %vitli
genius suflicient to crcate an Englisli Pro-
testant hyînn literature, anti so in thecir
anxiety to get riti of -"evccy rag of Popery,>'
tire), ejecteti ail existing hymus, anti clung
ta tire psalmody of tire Jewish church.-
llowNev-er right 'ant proper such a course
may hlave been thon, tire roasons for follow-
ing it no langer exist, wlien we have such
au abundance of pure, evangelical hymns to,

Ichoose froîn.
There are still a few in these days îvho

jhold tir% saine views; but tirevast majoriryIof those iho glor in tireDame ofCalvin
and bocomring, like thre Psalmist, "I iser
tban tioi teadhiers,-" ]lave atidet ta "lthe
sang of Moses' "Ilthe sang of tire Lamb>"
anti whule loving nnd tising the psalmns of
Davidi, have coqjoinoti iith thema tevotion-
al hyrnus, accordant ivith tire thouglits and
lainguag:e of thc New Trestament, and ex-
pressive of thieir praise andti ankfulness
for the blessings of Iledcnptin thraugli
Christ. Stili thoie are Soule gooti mon
who, no doubt, ivith. thc best intentions,
enter tireir salemn protest against this, and
denounce the introduction af christian
hivmns as an imnpiaus, unwacranteti Ilinno-
vàttion," opening tire donc for tire direst
hoeresios. They insist on it, that this is
"will*worslil "; anti that ta use words

Iother than tihose inspireti by the Spirit in
praise, is ta dishonaur Ris productions and
ta place human compositions Ilon a level"
-,viril ire divine. Tbey calmly assume that;
the mmid af God is, that in inspiring nien
under the Jewish di!ýpensation ta, write the
psalmns, no religions feeling is pormitteti ta
embody itself in other songs of the sanc-
tuary tilt the endi of trne. Týhe wvhole of
this theocy rests on assumption îansustaiaed
b1 proof. If the authacity of the New
UL estainent ho appealed to, there is not on£-
word in its pages directly coxnmanting us
ta sing tire psalnss of the aid dispensationm
in public worsldp, or intiood any atber com,-
postions the words of whieh are rocorded,.

We shall sec prcsently the hoarlng of thse
apostolie prceot> "lspeaking ta yaucselves
in psams and hynins and spiritual sangs."
Thus we mnight fairly' argue, as the Baptists
faf Eniglanti long did, tliat if there is ta ho

Ebe 34ome anb jztzign 3accab.


