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The Opem’ng of Parlt’ament.

THI‘- Parliament of Canada wag opened We have not mentioned that solemn and
by the Ear] of Minto, the Governor. stately function Jof The State Dinner at
General on Thursdny. It seems 50 short a Government House on Thnudny night,
time since we had the esteemed mem berg We have never been there, hut Can imagine
of both Houses in Ottawa last but they can  that all frivolity jg banished for the ocea-
never come too often, provided they sion,and that a nomber of men who have to
spend as mych of their indemni(y as pos-  gijt Up very straight inside of brass buttons
sible 8mong ' us, There was the usual stiy and a gold iace collar long for the hour to
about The Opening, the civil service half arrive whan they can get home and get in-
hohdny, the Swagger officers in military ¢, their sli ppers, There i Some compenga-
uniform, the crowd on The Hill, the braye tion in the thoughtthat th, i
show of the Princess Louise Dragoon ably of the best and the viands well cook-
Guards with their nodding plumes and  ed. Apq after all Ridean Hall is 4 home-
shining helmets, the rolling up the drive- ke old place euq jtg occupants usnally
way of the Reprnssntntive of the King, the uubend as fqy as they may without hart-
Presenting of armg by the Guard of Honor, ing their traly Vice Regal Status If it
the inspiring strains of the National Ap. Was the Sergeant-at Arms who gave a
them, the Appearance of Black Rod in the state dinner he would have to maintain a
House ot Commons, the crush in the Senate certain dignity,
Chamber, the reading of the Speech from By the Way a curious thing abont this
the Throne and, finally, the triumph of State Dinner at the opening of Parliament,
Wealth over the merely well-to-do when at while deputy-ministers are invited, ang
the Drawing Room onSaturday night some even the Mayo
Women were enabled be presented to  tion of Ottawa, members of the Senate and
Their Excelleneios in gowns_different from members of the Commons are disregarded.
that worn at The Opening on Thursday, 1y Seems to us that a rea) state dinner con,




