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THE CANADA FARMER.

Huron County Ploughing Match,

To the Editor of Tue Caxapa FarueR :

Sir,—Our annual ploughing match this yoar has
been very successful, both as regards tho value of
tho prizes and the number of the competitors. I
think no apology necessary for asking you to make
room for a short description of it in the only agricul-
tural paper wo have in the Province,

Mr, Bell, the cnterprising agricultural implemont
maker, of 5t. George's, offered to give a ronperas a
prizo for tho ploughing matol this year. Tho offer,
Inced scarcely say, was accopted. Sach liberality
was infectious, and other donations came in rapidly.
The Hon. Donald McDonald, M. L. C., gave $40;
James Dickson, Esq., M. . P., gave an iron plough,
worth $40 ; McFaggart, of Clinton, a funning mill;
Runceman, of Goderich, an iron plough : McPherson
& Co., of Clinton, » cultivator ; Sevel, of Clinton, a
plough ; Horton, of Goderich, & riding saddlo ; Ful-
ton & Rude, of Egmondrille, a neck-yolk and whipple
treea 5 Jno. Gray, plough maker, of Egmondrille, $10
in cash ; the County and Braach Societies making 1.p
nearly $100 more. The whole was divided into nine
prizes for men, and ten for boys. Such a formidable
prize list, X am positive, was never ploughed for in
any County in Canada, on any previous occasion.
The ¢ match” cams off on Tuesday, the 31st October,
on the farms of Mesars. Carnahan, and McLean, in the
township of Tuckersmith, threo milesfrom Harperhag,
on the Buffalo and Goderich R. R.,—tho men being
at Carnahan’s, and the boys at McLeans. The morn-
ing was wet and stormy, till about 11 o'clock, which
made it very disagreeable, but tho after part of the day
was pleasant enough. Twenty-four men catered the
lists—most of them stout “ brawny chiels —tho very
pick or’our ploughmen. The field was a clay loam,
and with the exception of some gravel spots here and,
there was very well calculated for tho purpose. A start
was made at 10 o’clock, and by 4, all wero finished.
Great interest was manitested by the spectators dur-
ing tho match. Thoe judges must have had an arduous
task. Their decisions caused somo dissatisfaction,
but as they were all practical ploughmen, no doubt
they had 519011 reagons to assiga for their respective
awards. The firat pnze—tho Reuper—was presented
to James Thomas, Tuckersmith. Some of tho other
awards in tho man’s class, I have not yet ascertained.
Tho boys’ ficld wasa mile and a quarter from the
men’s, and was reacbed by a road ankle deep in mud,
but the sight amply repaid tho tramp. They bad a
splendid tield, superior to the men’s, older sod, &
smoother surface, and less gravel. I found twenty-
cight lads stripped and at work, holding on with a
determination that was pleasant to look at. Some
half dozen of them were tho smallest fellows I ever
saw bolding & plough. The scene was a hopeful
picture of +* Young Canada.”” Their plouching was
tho themo of general admiration,—in fact some of it
was sweeter to the eyo than any of the men’s.

The judges awards wero as follows :—1st, A.
Thompson, Stanley; 2nd, R. Sharf)e, Stanley ; 3rd,
Jno. McTavish, 'l'uckersmith j 4th, D. McLean, Tuc-
kersmith ; 5th, S. Carnaban, Tuckersmith ; Gth, Peter
McDugald, Goderich ; 7th, H. Wise, Goderich; Sth,
J. Carnaban, Tuckersmith ; 9th, W. Chesney, Tucker-
smith ; 10th, A. Broadfoot, Tuckersmith.

Tho men at Mr. Carnahan’s, and tho boys at Mr.
McLean’s, wero treated to a substantial dinner, to
which, no doubt, their keen a];{)]otitcs enabled them
to do ample justice. HUGH LOVE, Senr.

Hill's Green . O.

A GraaxTIc PorgER.—We learn from the Wesicrn
Rural that ¢ a hog was exhibiled at a fairin Fountain
county, Ind., recently, that weighed 1,118 pounds.
The fact is well authenticated.”

A Movster Carror.—William Dawson, Esq., of
East Zorra, hasg brought to our office, for the inspee-
tion of tho curious, what we believe will bo admitted
to bo the lar%cst specimen of a field carrot grown in
this or any other countrﬁ; and as the sampleis by no
means an unfair ono of Mr. Dawson's crop generally,
womay claim for bim tho reputation of being the most
successful root grower in this section—a result the
excellont character of his land, with his modo of
tillage, wiil cpable him long to enjoy. The carrot,
measnred in tho presence of William Grey, Esq., the
Secretary of the North Riding Agricultural Society,
a triffo over 40 lnches, exclusive of tho slightest por-
tion of top. Wo ahall bo picased to hear of another
to equal this.—Woodsiock Times.

mx'? QAplary. )

Management of tho Apiary for December.

BY J. . THO¥AS.

Ir prepurations have been made for winter, in
November, but little is required in this montb.
Stocks wintered out of doors, should bo protected from
sovere winds and storms. If they should become
banked ovor with snow, let thom remaln, if they have
been properly ventitated, as thoy will winter all the
better. Let it bo remembered that the moro vapour
that is alluwed to escapo by upward ventilatien, the
less dampnese and frost thero will bo in tho hive. I
would, lhowever, again adviso that all stocks bo
housed. Il motalready put into winter quarters, it
should bo attended to at once. If it is desirable to
winter stocks that are likely to want for honey beforo
spring, a fow pounds of sugar sticks (tho whiter and
drier tho candy is, the better,) may bo laid upon the
top of the frames, in my moveable comb hives, and
the bees will make use of it as they need. In com-
mon box hives that are inverted, it may bo placed on
tho combs. Al hives that are situsted where mico
can get at them, should have their entrances protect-
ed with wiro cloth, unless it is desirablo to let the
bees pass in and out. In that case tho entrance
should be contracted. A near neighbour, lost a fine
stock last winter, by neglecting to guard sgainst
mice. Strong stocks that have been properly housed
according to tho directions givenin tho “Bee-keepers’
Guide,” will require no more atlention ; let them
remain undisturbed.

Differences between Langstroth and
“The Canadian Bee Keepers' Guide.”

To the Editor of Tae CaxaDa FARMER.

Sm,—1It is with pleasure that I reply to your cor-
respondent ¢ Briar,” who, in No. 20, Vol. IL., of Tae
Caxapa FanrMER, makes some remarks on tho differ-
cnce of opinion between Langstroth and myself, be-
lieving that he will see tho truth on those * import-
ant points.”

I am well aware that Langstroth, after having ad-
mitted that a tall hivo had eomo * obvious @dvanta-
ges,” still claims what * Briar” has quoted, viz.:
“ that a hivo long from front to rear, and moderately
low and narrow, seems on fhe whole to unite the
most advantages,” and, therefore, makes his hives
only ten inches deep.  Now what are the advantages
claimed by Langstroth in his shallow hives, over tall
ones? o says they greatly facilitato the handling
of the frames, besides diminishiog their number and
cost.” Allow mo to enquire how that can be ? asmy
bive contains only cight frames, and Langstroth’s {en.
Tho advantage, therefore, in this respect, isin favour
of my hive. Ialso fail to sce how the shape of tho
framo can materially affect tho handling of them.
This, however, I offer to do, I will remove the frames
from three of my hives while Langstroth, orany other
man, is removing the frames from two of the Lang-
stroth bives. It i3 not, however, the shape of my
frame that ¢nables me to to handlo them with greater
facility, but tho construction of the hive. Again, he
remarks in a foot note, concerniog tall hives : * Tho
deeper the frames, tho more difficult it is to make them
bang truc on the rabbits, and the greater the diff-
culty of handling them without crughing the bees, or
Ureaking the combs.” Now if Langstroth found dif-
ficulty in making decp frames hang true, I do not.—
Henco that objcction amounts to nothing, if my hives
are used.

As to the difficulty of bandling deep frames, expo-
rience proves that such was only imaginary on the
part of Langstroth. I nover think of crushing bees
or breaking combs. In anothor foot note Langstroth
remarks, that Quimby informed him that bees win-

tered in hires of tho shape of his about as well as in

tall hives. Yot it appears afier all that Quimby pre-
tora a {all hivo, for e makes bis frames deeper than
Langstroth's, and calls Ins luve - Langsiroth's im-
groved." Nearly all eminent Apiuriaus use a tall
Ivo in preferonco to a shallow one., Says J.S. Har.
bison, ‘* many eminent Apiariaus bear testimony to
the superiority of doep hives over those that are low
and shallow.” Experienco has fully convinced mo
that o deep hive, preperly constructed, combines morv
advantagus than any other shape in use. Bees aro
far more lLikely to build thoir combs straight in deep
frames than in shallow ones. These and many other
points wero not &3 well understood when Langstroth
constructed his hive as they aro now.
¢ Briar n%ain quotes from Langstroth, who speaks
of moveable botiom boards thas : * If moveablo bot-
tom boards aro used, it is next to impossible to pre-
vent the moth from laying her eggs between them
and the edges of the hives.” It would appear from
tho abovo quotation that Langstroth supposed that all
moveablo bottom boards must rest against the edges
of the hives. Such i3 not tho caso with my hives,and
experience has proved that no objection can be raised
against them on account of moths, while the advan-
tages given to tho apiarian by tizem, as compared
with a stationary bottom board are many, Sais Mr.
Holden, an experienced apiarian of Merrickville,
C.,W., speaking of my hivo, ‘ the bottom board is
constructed npon a plan tho best that I have ever
seen.” * Briar? also scems to think that emoking
beces often will make them moro irntable, and quotes
from Langstroth to shew that there isa difference of
opinion botween us on that point ; but I fail to see
any great difference. Langstroth docs not say that
smoke makes tho bees moro irritable, but that it failed
infits effect after it was used two or three times a day,
to mako the bees fill .themselves with honey. Ho
says: “The ounning creatures, instead of filling
themselves with honey, rushed out to attack me.”” I
do not understand that they rushed out to attack him
because irritated with the smoke, but because it is
their naturo to do so when often disturbed, unless
they aro filled with honey. If “Briar?” would be
fully satisfied, let him select two stocks next season,
of about equal strength, and operate vwith each stock
threo times a day. SWith ono stock use smoke ac-
cording to directions given in the “ Canadian Bee
Keepers’ Guide,” with tho otber stock use no smoke,
and seo which becomes the more irritable. Again,
“Briar " finds a difference of opinion between Lang-
strothand myself, I havingstated that bees do not die
of a disease called dysentery, while Langstroth men-
tions it as tho effect of improper ventilation, dampness,
&c.,&c. Now, on this point therois really no essential
difference, as I freely admit that bees die from an un-
due accumulation of feeces, discharged in and about
tho hive, being the effect of improper ventilation,
dampness, &c. ; but not dysentery; for if, at such
times, the weather was sufficiently warm to allow the
bees to fly and dischargo themselves away from the
hive, thero would bo no disease and no death. Says
Metcalf, “ Once during winter it is quite necessary
that bees shoald be allowed to 1ly, or they are apt to
bo attacked with what is improperly called ¢ dysen-
teryt " If, however, bees aro wintered in o proper
place, whero they cannot freeze, and properly ven-
tilated, no undue accumulation of freces will take
place, and thero will bo no necessity for their fiying
to dischargo themscelves, and they will never diofrom
a disease called “dysentery.”
Brooxry, C. W, J. . TooMas.
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Pontfry Aard,

Dressing Poultry for Market.,

Tae following hints on poultry-dressing are zath-
ered from a circular lately isswed Ly Morrison,
Taylor & Co., of this cily. The instructions are so
thoroughly practical, that we believe we will bo
consulting tho interests of such of our readers as aro
in tho babit of marketing fowls, by giving them a
place in our columns.

“Wo would here remark that ¢ sealliwag® poultry
always sclls low in this market, and that hetween a
well “dressed fowl and a poorly dressed one, the
differenco in price wiil make a fuir proGt.  1st. Food
in tho crop injurcs the appeatance and sale, thereforo
keep from food twenty-four hours hefore killlng.
2nd. Opening the veinsin the neck is the best modo
of killing. tho hiead he taken off at first, tho skin
will recedo from the neck-bono, presenting o repul-
sive spectacle.  3rd. Must of the pouliry sold in this
markot i ¢ acalded,” or “ wet vicked,’ * dry pioked”
is preferred by a fow, and sells, to n limited oxtent
only, at full prices. Poultry may be Picked dry
without difficulty, if dono withoat delay after killing,



