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Ocr. 1,

of the past season. which was & very uunfavourable
one for this cliuss of products.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Under this bead wo may briefly refer, first, to dairy
producta.  D. Llurke, of Pustinch, and G. Stranger,
of Nassagewaya, took the leading prizes for butler
Asg usual, Mr. 11, Ranney, of Dereham, took the lead
in cheese.  J. Cowan, of Saltfleet, cxume next. I R,
Parsons took the first prize for Stilton cheese, and J.
Hurris, of Ingersoll, for pinc-apple cheese. Excellent
honey was exhibited by H. McKee, of Norwichville,
D. Vandusen, of Grimsby, and others. B. Hynman,
of Grafton, Mrs. Miller, of Norval, aud others, showed
some prime samples of wmaple sugar. Bacon and
hamg, beef, mutton, and mutton hams, were ghown by
John Campbell, of lamilton, A sample of Chincee
sugar cane syrup was exhibited by J. Easterbrook,
East Flumboro', and Mrs. Lawry, of Hamilten, was
sole competitor in bread.  Many other objects of in-
terest might be epecified, did our space admit. Wag-
gonx and carriages of superior workinanship, saddler,
and harness work, and the large reaim of the fine
arts, furnish ample scope for enlargement. But we
have already transcended our limits, and can only
add a brief

SUMMING TP.

The Provincial Exhibition which has just closed
has. on the whole, fulfilled the promise of success
with which it opened, and has been, in some respects,
decidedly the best ever held in this Province. More
complete arrangements, better accommodation, and
an improved system of superintendeance, bave char-
acterized this year's Exhibition, and very few com.
plaints had occasion to be made. The oflicers of the
Asgociation deserve much praise for the satixfactory
and eflicient manner in which they managed things.
They bad no small dificulties to contend with, some
of an unexpected local natare, but by prudent and
prompt action all were overcome.

Tue provision made for strangers was more than
nsually complete, and we believe but litile incon-
venience was suffered.  Just prior to the Exhibition,
there was danger of the Royal Hotel, the largest and
hest in Hamilton, being closed by the Sheriff, but
fortunately Messrs. Mugridge & Co. averted that
calamity by purchasing the establisbmont at the
eleventh hour. Their epirited preparations and un-
remitting atte tions made a large multitude of guests
very comfortable.  Almost the only drawback to the
Exhiliition was the wet weather on Thursday. This
must have seriously lessened the receipts. Still, on
the whole, the pecuniary returns have been very
fair Even on Thursday, 7,500 quarter dollar tichets
were sold, which with 4,500 on Friday, 2,000 on
Tuesday, and 13,000 on Wednesday, brought up the
total number of quarter dollar tickets for the four
days to 27.00), realizing nearly $7,000. In addition
abont 1,000 wmewbers’ tickets were sold at $1 each.
besides as many more imsned to local agricultural
sociesies. The receipts of the Association during the
present show have thus been very much better than
at Kingston last yeur, though falling far sbort of the
receipts at Toronto in 1862,

Report of the Judées on Mowers and
Reapers,

Even since the mowing and reaping matches, which
took place in July,and were fully reported in our
columns, much curiosity has becn felt to know the
award of the judges in reference to the machines
then submitted to the test of actual work. This
award was, by the direction of * the powers that
be,” reserved until the Apnual Extibition should
come off. Accordingly, it is now acccesible to the
public, and will, doubtless, be read with much iuter-
est, erprcially by competitors and their immediste
fricnds. By comparing the conclusions arrived at by
the judges with the vpimons axpressed in our col-
umns, just after the oocurrence of tho matches, it
will be scen that the views expressed by us are con-
firmed in almost every imstance.

REPORT :

In presenting our report on the trial of mowers and
reapers, we think we may fairly ocangratulate the
Asgnciation on the sucoom of the trial gqn this occa.
gion. Itishardly twenty years since she first reaping
machine was made in this Provinoe. and now, at thin
tral, there were snaclunes from twelve different
makers, while aeveral af the largest manufacturers of
these machines have not seat any ; and, further, that
though there was consideradble difference in the
quality of the work donc—it was all well done—the
machines, as a whole, wroaght well—no breaking
dawn. no total failaree.  The atility to the farmer of

¥ | the ground, when, after seeing the qualtity of the

well-constructed reaping and mowing machines can
scarcely be over-rated, as they assist him at the busi-
a8t scason of the year, and in the most laborious
work of the farm. By their aid he is enabled to per-
furm varivus umportant agricultural operations, much
more thoroughly and at the same time more speedily
than he could foruerly do by hand, thus rendering
him in some mceasure independent of the uncertain
supply of lubour, which in some places is so dificult
to procure.

We are well aware how difficult it is to form a fair
eatimate of the merits of the different machines, seen t
only when new from their shops, and tried, as they !
were on this occasion, under the most favourable cir-
cumstances, both as to the ground and the crops, for
doing good work——we may rafely infer that a ma-
chine that did not work well on this occasion comld
not be expected to do good work under any other
cirsumstances.

In the class of single mowers there were seven en-
tries. Only four of them made their appearance on

work doune and the timo taken to do it in, and their
respective dranghts teated, giving as careful consider-
tion to the whole as time and circumstances admit-
ted, we award the first prize to No. 4, the Ohio
Junior, made by James Hall, Oshawa: the 2nd
to No. 2, Hubbard’'s mower, made by Billington & !
Forsyth, Duadas, and the third to No. 1. Wood's!
mower, made by J. Watson, Ayr.

In the class of single reapers there were cight en-
tries ; six of these were tried on the ground,” After
seeing all the reapers cut twice round the field, all
that the number of machines to be tried allowed us
time to do,and having bad them tested for their
draught, and carefully examining the work done, as
well a8 the construction of the machines, we award
the first prize to No. 2, Ayr reaper, made by J. Wat-
son, Ayr; the second to No. 3, made by Billington &
Forsyth, bundns: and the third to No 4, Brinker-
hofT's self-raker, made by James Hall. Oshawa.

In the class of Cumbined Reapers and Mowers,
there were fifteen enteries, twelve of which were
tried as mowers, and ten a3 reapers. It was in
deciding on the respective merits of this class that
we expericuced most difliculty, as, while one machine
did very good work as a mower it was not go gzood
as & reaper, or one that reaped very well was not so
sucoessful as a mower, and this difliculty was further
increased by our finding some machines entered both
as single reapers and ay combined machines, and that
other machines were not the identical ones that have
Leen used at the former trial for mowers.
buving seen them all cut twice round the field, and
their draughts having been tested, and taking into
congideration their qualities both as mowers and
reapers, we award the first prize to No. 8, Ball's Ohio,
made by L. & P. Sawyer, Hamilton ; the second to
No. 9, Ball's Obio. mude by James Hall, Oshawa ;
and the third to No. 12, Ball's Ohio, with a self-rak-
ing attachment, made by Palmer & Grant, Grimsby.
We would further recommend No. 13, Excelsior,
made by J. Scott & Co., Dundas. This machine hasa
very simple but ingenious invention for dropping
the sheaves by » kind of spar platform, delivering
the sheaves in very peat order directly behind the
machine. Should this machine prove, on further
trial, tu e substantia), and the tilung platform be
found to work as well in all ordinary cases as it did
in the very favourable circumstances we saw it work
10, it promises to be a very useful invention.

All'the machines both as rcapers and cowmbined
machines wruught with reels, and with the exception
of the Excelsior just noticed, were all constructed 1o
deliver their sheaves on one side. so as to allow the
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machine to go round again. Without the shenves
being bound up, though this in mauy cases i3 an
advantage, et the sheaves put off at the side are in
general ot uear so nearly laid for binding a8 they
are when put off directly behind the machine, though
there was a greatdifference in the manner the sheaves
were laid off, it scemed to depend more on the skill
or strength of the raker than on any difference in the
form of the machines. All the combined machines,
with one exception, cut a much greater width of
grain than grass.

In reference to tha trial of the draughts of the
several machines, we may state that less dependence
was placed on them than otherwise would, from the
fact that the dynamoemeter used on the second trial
fuiled after scveral of the machines had been tested,
and that the sccond onc used cvidently gave a very
different measurc of power; and further, we arc
bound toadd some attempts at imposition were made
at thiz part of thetrial  Good bridles, strung lines,
and well-fixed neck-yokea geemed to he trusted to as
much a8 firm whippletrees.  We would suggest that
further and more continuous trials are required to
test gatisfactorily the exact relative dranght of the
several machines, and that at any future trial when
heing tested for their draught, all the different ma-

chines should be tried with the same driver, and the

same span of horses employed expressly for that
purposo. Such trials will prove very useful both to
farmers and to machine makers.  The farmer sces the
different machines at work, and chooses the one he
thinks most snitable for his purpose, and makers see-
ing his machine at work sces nny defeets or weak
points that may be in it, and has amendments and
tmprovements suggested to him. Such trials, too,
shonld impress on makers the necessity of secing
that there 13 a Jittle more care in the making up of
his machines, and seeing that every part is ag perfect
as possible before it leaves his shop. 1€ this was at-
tended to it would prove more satis’actory to their
customers, and in the long run profitablo to them-
selves,
———— M»‘.—-—__— -

@rand Provincial Ploughing Match,

*“Tue Grand Provincial Plonghieg Mateh in con-
nection with the Provincial Exhibition,” took place
on Tuesday lust. The fleld selected for the match
was situated on the farmn of Mr. Iugh Morwick,
lot No. 42, 3rd concession of the townsbip of Aacaster,
rathier more than o mile south-west of the village of
Ancaster, and nearly eight miles from Hamilton. It
was the nearest site to the Exhibition which could be

'secured —taking the requirements of level ground,

clean soil, &c., into account. The judges appointed
were Capt. Shaw, of York county ; Mr. John Renton,
of Glandford ; and Mr, Walter Riddel, of the town-
ship of Hamilton. The feld, by the time the judges
had arrived on it, presented a lively scene.  For half
a mile on either side of the road leading past it, was
lined with carriages, light and heavy. An immense
crowd of people had gathered—probably from two
to three thousand ; though much larger estimates of
the numbers were made. The attendance included
both sexes and all ages-—though farmers and farmers?
sons of course made up the bulk of the gathering.
The “sgetting of the poles,” or marking out of the
“lands,” had been nearly completed ; the ploughmen
had got themselves in readiness for commencing
operations ; and a few minutes after the jadges had
inade their appearance sufficed to get the match
started  The field contained about Gfteen acres of
finc level sod ; the soil was a sandy loam, remark-
ably free from stones, and just the thing nceded,

except that it was, perhaps, a trifie too dry for the
clean cutting which is essential to good ploughing.
The quantity of ground to be ploughed by cach was,
ag near as might be, one sixth of an acre, and con-
sisted of turning one crown ridge and onc¢ open
furrow—ecqualling in all & “land™ of reven yards in
width and rather more than twenty rods in length.
The titne allowed was swo hours, being at the rate
of an acre in twelve hours. Each ploughman was
required to drive his horses himself, and was de-
harred from touching the farrows with his hands and
from having any assistance save in the “egetting of
the poles.” The ploughing was reguired to be at
least six inches i depth, and not more than one inch
of an “under cut” was allowed.

There had been  seventy three entries for this

| match, fifty-three ploughmen presented themselves

and jomed n the competition. The competitors
were from all parts of the country—some coming a
long distancr ; though of course & large proportion

| was from Ancaster and adjoining townships. Among

their teams were gome fine stout farm horses, but
there were also many teams which were certainly far
from being superior animals. The plouglimen, taken
altagether, were physically o fine Yot of men. Among
the ploughs used there were only three or four
wooden ones, The iron ploughs were of different
vanieties 3 & few of them wero provided with devices
for clipping the sod on the edge of the furrow, in
order that the grass might bo mure completely
coverced when the furrow wasturned. Some did this
by means of a chain attached, and others by mecans
of a ‘‘clipping’ coulter. Nearly all the ploughs
were of Canadian manufacture.

The work began at twenty minutes to one o’clock.
The arrangement was that after doing six furrows,
the ploughmen should report themselves to the
Seeretary, and have their time noted. A resting

{ Spell was then allowed until twenty-seven minutes

to two o’'cluck, after which work was resumecd and
the *“1ands™ finished- -the time being sgain n.
the close. Owing to misunderstandings and ol
causcs, this rule was not very strictly observed, and
gome confusion was the result.

During the progress of the work the keenest inter-
est was manifested in it. The immense crowd of



