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and attendants fihd little or to difficulty in understanding them. In re-
.garding what they dosign to communicate, their language becomes as
definite and precise as that of the Grecian or Roman orator.

To those who inquire how we are alWays to firid out the design éf 4
writer, ve nould just observe, that.bis design bedomes apparent eithey
from an express avowal of it, or from attention té a variety of circum-
stances connected with his writing, or from both. But this will in the
sequel become suficienty plain. Indeed, many readers appear to dis-
cover the design of a vriter mrch sooner than.they do the rieaning or
propriety of what he says.

But to bring.these general hints to bear upon our subject, we must re-
quest the attention of our readers t the dlesign of the narratives of Mat-
thew,,Mark, Luke, and John. In this way we think 'we caà most pro-
fitably introduce them to the acquaintance of tie youth, who mayperusé
them.

Had we no means of ascertaining the design of these four historians,
other than mere conjecture, predicated on circumstances, we wiould ratio.
nallyconclude, that the design in comgpitting to writing their testimony
concerning Jesus of Nazareth, was the saine as induced them to deliver it
orally; ouly wit this difference, that in writing they desiided to per.
petuate, in a more permanent form, what must be soon corrupted and
forgotten, if only spoken and not written : and that the conviction ofý
unbelievers, and the confirmation of disciples in the truth of one>incôm-
parable fact, was the giand design of their testimony, whether verhbil'or
written. This illustrious fact is, that Jesús the Nazaene is the Son of
God, the Scwiour of men. But we are nut, in tbis instaice, dependent
on conjecture. We are are exprehsly ld by one of the historianstliat
hisdesign in writing was, that thrMugh his written testimony the reader
4 might believe that lesus is the fessiah, the sonof Grd, and Ihàt be-
lie.ving this, he might hav- life through bis name." Another o thesie
sacred historians says th it his'design in writing wias, that a certain illus-
trious personage, a christian discipe to whoin he inscribed his narrative,
" might know the certainty of those things vherein he had been'in-
structed." This narrdtive was directly inscribed to this personage,.and
throughhim made publie property, and consequently was designêdé'to
produce the sane effects in all persons in similar cirdumstances, and
thsrefore wås as well designed to produce faith whbre it was-tot, às' to
confirnt it where it already existed. Baî, in brief, -whatevei was the
grul design ~f:one of these historiâns, wras the design of themail-; for
they all wrerè employeti to bear testinmony to the same pe¥son; and sîia

doing thtis, they were equally gnided'by one and the saine Spiria.
, But whence ail the diff'erencès and varieties îd t.heir harrativest 'This,

teeo lhe de.igner each goes very gir lo explain. Brit wasn'öife design
ohf4e ibedeig~n of ail t True, it was the design of them allio pove
one fact, but itwasnot to'îhe saine .eh«ica person¢; and a11 2nuerare
notto be.convincèdsby the samiearguiñea'ts. .J. thisis a pbinof Vast
Imnportance, larevery way in whnicit l an be vieige, prfi inadt be h
mor-pz tcular in invokug atenioùo it.

'rs allnations bave their -oln peculiarities, aind all peoplertheir own
-rmyofthiäking, reasoning, oad expressing themuselves:thóse variéties


