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Thoe 6th roginment of provisional cavalry commanded by Lt.-
Col. T. H. Taylor. torming part of the forces in the Sherbrooka
brigade camp, which assembi «d for six clear days drill in tho
Eastern Townships, on the 25th ult., is the largest body of
mouuted men ever brought togethor in that patt of the Domwj-
nion, atid were ably manguvred in the flold by thcir;comu’muxﬁ-
iug officor, assisted in his duties by Major Wood in charge of
tha right wing, aod Lt. (ol Lovolace, actiup Major in charps
of the Ift. This regim-nt consists of five full troops. The
wen are uniformod as Iussars, and ave particolarly well

ountcd, nearly ‘evory man owning tho horss ho rides.” Tlio
ﬁ. 0, officors atld troopers are gonerally speaking young and woll
todoTaritersand a fine specimen of the stalwart yeomanry of the,
Eigg«“f'c'n‘:",l’oﬁvhs!ﬁps. Tlio time allowed this yeax for the dill
of cavalry 14 fuf too short to permit the force to be brought into
a proper stato of disciplinc even with th - best exertiou on the
patt ofithe officers.  The appearance, ateady conduct of the mgn
and the maoner in which the various evolutions were pctfém'leti
w23 very ereditable. :

Tactical Lessons Suggested by the Past
Sham Fight. .

Tho practice of dividing a force into two bodies on 2 field
day, which is the plan now generally adopted onsuch occasions;
posvesses a great advantage for instructional purposes-over the
old idea of mauccuvring, the whole force in one body, against
au imnginary enemy. o the latter case the divistonal com-
mandefs and brigadiers were the oniy ones who benefited by
the operations, and that only in a limited sense, vattely in
thé 'nmbchnnichl manipulativn of lare masses of troops, cértain-
ly & mdst important feature in the art of war, but deceptire in
sudh'reécc utdnoduvres, it being impossible to sce mistakes of
handling, with 10 enemy in front to dictate tactical considera-
tion of movements in the advance or retreat; but by dividing
tho troops into two hostile bodies, every one engaged, detives
instraction, the slizhtest mistakes are at once visible, whilst
tbéinmeshgenemﬁy taken in the course of the battle by thode
engaxéd lightens tho tol, and gives energy to the wovepients,
movetrents which now under the new system of extended form-
ation, vetuire as much ability, judgment and declsion from ia-
dividual ommanders of companies as was dewandéd fron|
biigddiers of o]d,—rapidity of movement being at the' firesdst
day o, hibst important consideration, whilst mancouvring under
the fite of the deadly breech-loader.

The opetations upon the Plains of Abraham were condueted
undet the ided that an infititry force having landed and taken
possessidu of the plain at its ?ower end (where Wolfe landed)'
wetg to advance of the Citadel in extended order, supported by
37 xz and field guns, which, driving in the pickéts and
skirinlihets of thic defenders was at last to be met by 4 siperior
tor 4"€o,smd under the wall of the Citadel, and rould retive
bofdre thesame, feaving the latter victors of the field. A nPr'()‘-
gratdoie of the operation will be found in the number for May.

Bofold considering in detail the tactics carried out by the
hostile divisions on this cccasion, 1t nnght be as well to take a
cursory-glanoe back at the verious chauges which have taken
plagesn-tho system of warfara during the last century, so as fo
by, hetten able to judze aod appreciate movewents which argso
diveetly -t varipuce with the rules and precepts of by-gope
deye,aid the reasons which led to to great a change upon tgo
intxodunagtion of rifle fivo and breech-loading arms,

I TACTICS OF NAPOLEON. -
oo BT ar e THaEed, ho At had DOtk (ha CASD Wit L
lcgiiorpofiithoNrit aruies af the Yopublie, it iwas hvcolerity o
actton, & njarches, sudden attacks, preeision of formationan
depto‘wmswtmd proa g l,mdg ol uxoout.wn;i unoncumboercd’ with
D e i Mot T, & Y ototl oo wor o wam (it tiat oo:
inggrond.maeagure, In tho ahsonco of magazines, of all saitsw
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strength that freedom gavoe, the republie: 1 xans.culottes required

- ihaswco, and \

no othoer taoctics but * Ca-ira,’” and nao stimtegy but *en agvant.”

The French geuerals of the infant republic availlng themselves ot.

this oxnlted feeling, and atvare that thelr raw lovica were sndly in-
fertor tn discipline to thelr veteran pponouty, tocml':' thom {n\o
\NE4ds Ur culunink, that they miglit by thelr woight bréak an ex-
topded Hne, and cntting or separating it into parts, might thus
tnrh and attack St Indetail  From those mnasses, 11 tho fArat offorts
of the vepublican xoldirry, (s the colutnng advanced o, the assauls.
tho boldest Aand most enterprisiug of tiie Mon started {orword to
advne tirajllours, or, as the light troops woro Intterly called, volti-
Qurs. In tho moro improvel stato of French. ml‘uary salpnae,
lid Fretich genorals, thinking that somoe gréat phygical. foros wak
nfierént and mysturiously concealed in thele collimn attacks, ree
duced the formation and mude of attack intd on apharently
sutontitie form. The ovolution recetved ity full dovelopmont in
thy hands of Napoleon Buonaparte. By him, the systun of at-
tnolt 1n maoss or colitmn was adopted: but Hot, however, R8s unl-
yorsally, but mtatakabily supposed, fs more effeotivo angd deetxive
thamn thet in Hue, but in'order to muko up for the douclo\my of diy-
ofpline and steadlnesy to which new lovics ars ncceszarily subject,
traops In coluinn, (especinlly young noldloru&dorlvlngn confidence
and-mutual depetidesnice from its donsity and compactuess : if the
toat of the colimn conviats of atendy and tried soldiers, the mu-
meutum und tmpetus dertved from the inéxperlenced and un-
utcnd?' fu Its other parts contribute te its effects. Tho notiob en-
tortained from the success of the column-nttacksof the French on
thoarmtes of Austriu, Prussin, &c , that that mode ofto‘{mmlon is
Lho o8t conductvo to Victory, was absolutely disprove ,\\'hen ot-
tompted to bo put In execation ngatnst the British. AtTalavera,
atorloo, tho column attaeks \&:ro camplatoly fruse
trated. ' At Talnvera, the Heltish 1ino Rept upan § cexsant rolling
firgbnithe hehd of tho column, while the fanks ing inlng forwards
direating thelr firo both sidds of the etlumn, overthifow 1t. Al
Jusuco, tho head of tho Fronch column fired ; whon the English
ny, ovcrlagrlng both its flanks, drove it dback, after threc_ dis-
harges, with prodigious slaughter. Al Watorlog, tho whole
Frouc!\-m‘rqg vanced to the chdrgo in column foxmations, the
gmrd Béing 7ormed ihto threo distinct bodlos, each haying o bat-
ll?ﬂ-in line and nnother 1 column on erdch ofits fanks; when
the English line, convorging its extremities on the flanks. ofithe
opgémy, pourcd 1u #o steady and well-direoted a Qrc, Qa8 to stagger
andoverthrow the foe. The samo sKkilful and bigh-minded mon
r40) ledl and put into force tholr tactics, tho yat great prin-
oipltl of the xelance of war—(and, indeed, of mechanical and math-
bmatical gefonce, which canstitute tho principles ahd basis of
milttary sclcncef—thnt victory is genorally dopdndent on tho
groatest quantity of effective farec brought {nto action, on the de-
cluivo point orpoints of the fleld of battlo.at the game moment,
ol rolco(t Buon?uno adopted and doveloperd the samo sglwxn.
and tak favoured with theo same results. o deéomed that the bost
formation or mancuvro was that which produced.thasg offacts,
and ho was successful. His practice was'to bdring' tho greatest
force that he Boaslbl.) could ag u1nst & sveak, @ detachod, .or.isu 180~
lated pofntofhis adversary’sarmy ; and having bocomse victariqus
thord, thod¢pendent parts fell 1nto his handans & NeCORSATY CON-
sequeénce. Ho was, however, highly skitlied in stategeticpl opopg:
tioxd,.—~was omjnently endowed with tho powai oécomblnatlp,n of
mssgga tu exceute those detisive manomuvras thdt degide the for-
tune'of battles,—and possessed the military coupn o' ln,a&anuor
almost infallible. No genoral who Jaas ever appeared.of tho the-
atrd -of warfars was endowed with tho power ofchlcplition (by
whjch the prééise moment at which his columns Of infantry could
asttabk tho disordered 1incs of his cnemy, with all but ¢« imm of
suceess) inn moro eminent degree than he, In.méré ahstract [an-
gunge, it may be said that his system of tactlesc :.sésted,ln eon-
contr_aunf his forces on important points, Ingteadc toxto}?ﬂ\!}b:
themn tr long Iines of posts and dotached bodlds~1h making s
f liminaty movements b{ vast swarms of voltigéursd, ar Hght
Toops, whan drawing near his cnemy's pl{sluon, 1m ordey £0 con-
centthe-direction of tho attack ; and tn attacking prompHly and
*igorously- when tho moment for action drcived, Butl great us
Napodleon Buonaparte's militery talent was, 1t mus. e admitted
that hecornmitted many great errors. Let us invostigate the cuse;
and for tho sake of brevity confing ourselves to his two last dis-
glu. ':voa “ lcommmmme'mmmry geniug ' —the battles of Flourus
Y aterloo.

In thoso contests, was tho gkill digplayed with which popular
and oven military opinfon gave hlm the credit for Prcparlng bhis
Plans of %permlon‘z There, most nssuredly, ho 4 dmordgs lav
that consitimate and uncyuaniled military genius for whit
%n(:@ l{tzoop sé)hmgcllalarn}qled. A} hlt)“ Was u:g J““ﬁ‘;’,f""‘:’& ggggg}: K

a8 3 tho fleld of Flearys repeo an tacks
and rebitlees on and from the ’;u1§gesotmguy§§?sv.-'&mnad:
and qntho ficld of Waterloa. an Huuﬁomon& and I‘% Haye nie,
that hg ﬁch proofs of his greut millitary eapaclty ? - Without
waktiog time in the ingairy ruspccunﬁhu Prassipnh. positions.of
Ligny, woe will confino oursclves to the Englisk 0 _q_: 5%%&

Phe nttack on Hougomont way crroncous for Gl ns; nrst,
thougb i, wos the key of the position, and saydredith uzhw(n%
of tht British army, and that its capture wouldimw;; comi,ellc
the Dk OT Wollingcon to assume a newdisposition-of hisforces,
yot i{s loss would not havo 80 aepiously comproinised the mdf.cty'm
the sy as §8 generally supposed, particularly as jt stood low ;
and, tL.orefore, had 1t been taken, its capture wouldhvvéhadno .
b?énmnn&l‘nglnﬂugnge onhtlm Brlt;shﬁr{ln)i. and ‘coul%gg;g:&;
C. ng, an us tho timo of whiq %280
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fcon Buonaparto to avatl himself hoforé the D
Lo,{x ouid regolvo any cooperation from fhoPrussion RonyeRs
fatal {bwnstcd; scoondly, that those comu\ns which wore allt;mgr-
roY'd8 befora Ttg defences woulld have bren LI thd hrighest fitiport-
ance, and might poasibly htve declded the fottuncof Lho ARy whi:n
ho mado thidgrand attack. A consummats knosledgeo of military
sdlowes wohid, thacefore, have guggostad the turnidgor ganking of
MLM 8953- {\ the othier band, the obstinpte defonce of thatl posi-
tion by Wellington, proved his knowlcdie of tiro art of war — His
ob)ett-was togain timounty) he gatned the co-operation of Blu.
chor , and thoretention uf ‘hlu posttion cpabled ham w protract
1hé coptost hitil o was ablc w make thegrand-assaait which-was
o deeldy the battle. Tho thiree and entire divisnns which ocon-
tended agaihst tho ton batlations 1n apd avout Hougomont, aha
the-A Obu;.'%!b}na that disputed zﬁor place with zrnc -;e;:gxond{g‘hx
amnnstatioged thegse, weru vceupiced far-1up apieresis
im0 Rishtd unprofitably fOr thase ort em&mn@f*&\u«
poleon Buonaparte's grand or goneral atiack with thocolumns
composed of the old and young guard, was glso crroneous, 88 they
advanced to the attack without their flanks having any suppord



