
A Line as a Right-of-Way !
The writer had one case come under his observation in

of the centre line was omitted, and the omission was not 
discovered until after the deed was registered, when it was 
found that the deed only gave the railway the centre line, 
the meantime the party who gave the deed to the railway ha 
sold the remainder of his property and there was a lot oi 
trouble getting it corrected. .

So far as the writer knows, there is no provision in th 
Railway Act nor in the Ontario Statutes requiring rai way 
rights-of-way to be posted in Ontario, and he has seldom 
seL it done.y He understands that Manitoba, Saskatchewan,

Alberta a great deal
the
of trouble, as sometimes one side of the 
be in a river and the other side on 
mountain point.

almost inaccessiblean

tangent to the curve at starting point of the simple curve.
before stated, to edge of 

continue describing
Then continue on the curve, as 
property; or if not reached on the curve, 
the spiral in opposite or decreasing-in-curvature direction.

There are so many forms of spirals in use that it is al­
most necessary -to state the formulae used, which further com- 

If the description commences on a curve
: curveplicates the matter. _ ,

it is necessary to give the bearing of the tangent to the 
at the point of commencement.

Many descriptions have been written by the centre line 
method, describing the curves as simple curves, when they 
have been actually built with spirals, the result being tha 
if the right-of-way were to be accurately marked out accord­
ing to the description, the raUway would not be exactly m 
the centre. The distance off centre is not of vital importance 
on the easier curves, but on sharper curves, when long chords 
are used on the spirals, the distance may amount to several 
feet, in which case the simple curve method must be avoided. 
One reason for the simple curve method being used is that 
the right-of-way is usually purchased from descriptions pre­
pared from the first location plans, when spirals are not al­
ways shown but are afterwards put in when construction

commences. .
A better method of writing descriptions is to go 

the parcel by metes and bounds, just as describing any in eg 
lar piece of land. But where there are sharp curves, such a 
description becomes rather complicated and is especially so 
on spiral curves. So the simpler method of describing by the 
centre line is adopted, and as the railway usually fences the 
land it gets, any small inaccuracies are in a short time op 
literated by the possession; but this must not be relied up 
to cover errors in the descriptions.

round

“A piece of land 100 ft., or 66 ft., or 
a in width across lot (the designation 

being (half) of the width required on

starts out by saying: 
whatever is 
of which is
either side of the centre line.” . ,

In the west, the form most generally used is. Lying be 
tween two lines parallel with and . • • feet perpendicu­
larly distant from the centre line of railway which is descnb-

6(1 3‘’‘Commencing on the northerly (or as may be) side of 

said lot, distant (the measured distance) from the neare 
comer of the lot (or some well defined point) measured 
bearing, (the actual bearing), and along that side of the lot 
from the post or point to the centre line.

Thence give actual bearing of the centre line. If it is a 
tangent or straight line all across the lot’
ured distance to opposite side stating which si 1 , ^
alwavs well to say “more or less. And then 
done give actual bearing and distance along that side from 
nearest1 corner or well defined point on the side preferably 
on the same side of the railway line as the starting point.

the

Description of Curve
If there is a curve in the line in the property being de-

rrjvê toneth of radius), to which th, last course ,s tan- 

gentThis phrase is important, as it fixes the position of the

CUrVe thedTancaeStoa P^VSl^op^

is still on curve, and finish as before, but if edge of property 
s notreachedon the curve, give distance to end of curve, and

•hence «i™ bearing of -WfSSbut
R ïr„25dTg?;es(,T*=ï on the curve,"the, distance »

edgei0ffsnimiesrtoyr transitions are used on the curves as they 
Pin modern railway location practice on all curves 

11 roads use spirals on

Give

are now - , ,
sharper than one degree (and some ,
them4etesdcr5ont sifted - "ZeZI continued to the 

beginning of the spiral, thence following a spiral curve to the 

right or left, as may be.
Give number, chords of, length of chord used, feet in 

length (the number depending on the degree of curvature to 
be attained) increasing in curvature when going from tan- 
ÏrtTcurïe (but not forgetting "to which the last course

“ “SfiLl length of spiral, which is a «-nlOpfe of^

ÏÏÏ3Ütêt»),5.™*=°„JrnTo,the bearing of the
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