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Conip. Benjamin Parks, publishied in
the Keysize

A fev years since, a few Masc'nic
brethren %vent to a neigliboring town
fo r the purpose of opening and consti-
tuting a inev lodge. In passin'j along
the street to the liotel whiere they were
ito stop, thieir attention wvas called to the
proclamation of an auictioneer, that at
1 o'chý«ck to.day %would 1)e sold ai the
*house latt of -decitsed, the wholt:
of the household fuirniture for the paýy-
nment of relit. A cuiriosity w%211 under-
stood 1b, those who have been Miasters
0f lodges, accustomied to listen Io tales
of distrcss and wanît, îprotipied iniquiry.
''le informiation obtainied wvas, th:rî

- had 1.ately died lcaving a decrepit
w'idowv and two daughters, wvliose labor
at dr-esi-iiikiing had for several vears
liarely sujpportîe.d their parents, and that
the sickniess and burial of tbeir faibier
hiad so exhaus.cd their mneans as to
render it inipos.;il>le to pa~y their rent.
They werc now about to be left por-
tionless and honieless, wilh the alms-
-house in view as the probable borne
for their nitl'er for the approachiîîg
ivwnter. A visit 'vas paid Io the ladies,
and the information ol>îained, that
arnong the papers of the deceased was
,a certificate of rinmbcrshîp in a Ma.
sonic Lodge in Ireland. Trhis, al-
'tloughl not necessary to excite the
.comp'assion of the inquirer, nmade i
bis business and duty to act, and fur-
nish the key to obtain immediate re-
lief.

Tlhe l3rethren were called together,
-a purse made up, and a Brother corn-
niissioned to attend the sale and pur-

'c1hase the goods for the daughiters.
The public, learning that the bidding
-wvas for the dighters, forbore to raise
tehe price, 50, that tic purse tvas flot ex-
bausted : and the evening wvhiclh had
been looked to as one of cheerlessness,
rnisery and want, 'vithout -a bed where-
,on to rest, found them in possession of
ail thcir goods, wvitFx a few dollars as a
.capital upon ivhich to com-mence a
srnall business, and with a conscious-
.uess that in the land of their adoption
they had found friends and protectors,

drawn 10 theni hy the magne of that
certificate ojf Broth)erlîood.

Another case: Betère the construc-
tion of the Penrnsylvania Railroad;
w~lien the mode of conveyance from
HIarrisb)urg ýVebt ivas hy cantal boat and
Portage R-iilroad across the Alleghieny
ïMouintains, a boat left Pittslurg l'or the
East crowded with passengers, nîostly
well dressed and o0f the class called
geniteel. Amonig tlhern were nierchatits
Iroin the Southî and WVest, going to the
Eastern cities to pirchase goods;
Eastern mnen returning home %vell
Pleased wi'th ilieir inivestmnions in We~--
terni lands and tiortgages, and one
party on flheir wvedding tour, via New
York, Saratoga, Niagaîa and the lakes,
home.

In one corner of' the boat, on a sid-e
bench, lay a man apparently about
twenty-five years of age, ncarly ai
deaîh's door with consumption. Weak
and wan, lit could, ivith diffic:ulty, sit
up during nïeals wlile it was neccssary
to use thie benchi whereon lie lay, as a
seat ai the table. His deep hiollow
cough and continued expectoration,
added to bis almiost dying look, were
painful to listen to and have continuai-
ly ini viev. At Johinstown hie w~as
placed in the cars and crossed the Por-
tage road to Hollidaysburg, wvhere
anoîher boat 'vas wvaiting, bound for
Harrhih'irg. On reach ing Hollidays-
burg, the passengers rushied out ot' the
cars, hurritd to. the boat, and inquired
for tie Captain, addressîng hini sonie-
what as follows:

" We have corne en from the West
and desire to take passage on your
boat, but it niust be on this condition,
that you do not take on the sanie boat
a sick imari now in the cars, whose pre-
sence hias been so disagreeable to us
since wve left Pittsburg, that we had
rallier not go on to-day than to travel
witli hini. We await your decîsion."'

The Captain, who wvas a resident of
Harrisburg, and frorn tie heart out-
ivards eNery inch a Mason, replied:
%Gentlemen, I have heard your state-
ment and refuse your request." Sie
then had the sick mani removed on
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