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BtLch that the daylight will soon be
over, that a. deepening glooin. îfil
gather aroi.md them, that their feet
wii by-and-by Ilstumble upon the
dark mountans," and that night-a
long, cheerlees, unbroken night.-111l
be their portion throughout eternity.
Look then. to, the Cross while the
light of God's love is stili there to be
Been, follow christ as your guide
thiougli this dark gloomy world; and
than as you advance, brigliter and
brighter is your course, until at last,
escaping from, the shadows of earth
al-together, you enter the region of
perpetual ay, and find a place ini the
city -which, bath no Ilneed of sun,
neither of the moon, to shino in it;
for the Glory of Goa. doth lig-hten it,
and the Lamb je the liglit thereof."

I have spoken in language uniler-
stood by ail Christians, and in con-
cludfing my discourse I wiil now ad-
dress a few words to you, brother
Masons, in technical language, but
nevertheless fainiliar ana easily un-
derstood, by you.

In the first place, then, neyer for-
get that yon belong te an ancient and
honorable fraternity. Fireemasonry
je nniversally diffused over the whole
hab'3ble surface of the earth; it bas
îonxid its way into, every quarter of
the globe, bearing with it everywhere
the same distinctive cliaracteristic
features. It speaks the sanie language
under every sun, in every clime.
,11And," as a distinguished brother
writes on the subjeot, "4it everywhere
proclaims the saine great leading ob-
jects and aims. Brotlicr4i Love,
Relief anid Truth." Freemasonry cern-
prehends a grand system, of Doctrines,
Morale and. Duties. These doctrines,
morale aud duties are ail embodied
in the symbole, tokene, words aud
norki-ng ,tools of the Lodge. To the
unimtfia.ted they have no significance;
ana even to the merely initiated they
form a sort of chaotic, nap, not inapt-
ly symbolizedl by thre etate and condi-
tions of this earth of ours, just Mèfre
the Great Architect, of thre Universe
uttered that mandate of unspeakable

sublimity, IlLet there, be liglit, aàud.
there wae Iight'" The chaotic rnap
of symbol and enigma as it presents
iteeli to the novitiate, and even te,
very many who for years have been
members of thre fraternity, nede sorne
great master of the royal art te say,
&&Let there be liglit, and there -was
liglit;" and then proceed, step by stop
to bring order out of confusion, liglit
out of darlinese, ana. to display to the
wondlering gaze of the beholder, as
tire muets and films were brashed from
hie eyes,the ivisdomn, streizgth and beauty
that, like thre blossom, in the bud, lie
encoiledl in tire apparently hetero-
geneous mass of symbol before hlm.
There ia no doubt that thre Frater-
nity lias su.ffered from. thre ignorance
not only of the uninitiated as to the
truo principles aud obj2cts of Fiee-
masonry, but bas also taloen short of
the accomplieliment of its groat mis-
sion, owing to the inertuese of many
-the majority of those-who enter
the portals of oui sublime and beauti-
fnl Temple, and who neyer pass be-
yond, the baie tbreshold, and do ne
more than stand just within the gate.

It bas been woll said that ' the
natural. work of Masonry je practical
life," ana every dogree in tire Order
illustrates this profound. truth. c'The
three degrees of Oraft Masoniy,"
sys a Masonic wiitor, Ilare typisai
of human ]ife: beginning, with nec-
phytes, we gradually unfold the greater
mysteries, and thre grade of a Master
*Mason bringa us face to face with. the
shadows ana daimiees of thre grave."
The groat doctrine which 1 have
statedl as enunciatecl by HBini who, is
thre "9Lig"lht of the world," that death
leade to a higlier lio, je forcibly in-
culcatod i the third degree, and no
~Master Mason can fr.il to recognize
thre sublime aud inspiring lessons of
thre ordoal through which he bas
passed. In the u'ords of the poot, it
je noV to the grave that we descend.
to contemplate-the spirit je noV there
but looking beyond thre grave ne adore
the Lord of Life, who can. trample
thre Xi.ng Torrors benoatir Ris feet,


