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Deoked lu the sheenieet ef white
robes, Alene floatcd down the wide
lawr. of Eilerby HalL

Nestling la lier gold-browu hair viore
..Ose-tipp.ed apple-bloseoms, aud oins-
tering over hier dress were tlie same
eet-scented blooms whidh ehe lad

gatbierod frem the queenly trees of
the orchard not f an zway, vihere eacI
steod ont a perfect dream of beauty
,agalnst the pale-blue sky. Not more
falry-llke weýro tliey, net more beauti-
fulIv tlnted. than Alene Ellerby her-
seaf. ke at beasa tilougtlit theyog
man wlio joined lier-Raymond Ogere.

But lie sighed as lie gazed upon the
pretty vision before hlm, whle had
promlsed herseif to another )nly the
day before. Promised to marry Rob,-
ert Willis, a man for whom i1aymond
felt soma eontempt, as beînce too super-
flulal aud weak te deservo týÏ6 consid-
eration of a girl liko Alone Ellorby.
Iudced, it had becu a great surprise te
him, for lu hie acquaintanco with Aloe
he lad studied well lier claractor,
and having sean something of the world
and viomen, Raymond lýad feit that
she inclined kindly teward himself, and
some day lie lad lioped to win her for
hie wife.

"II have corne te bld yen good-by,"1
lie said, "for I arn goig away. Busi-
ness requires me egain in thec ity. "

She turned away lier face whlen lie
liftcd lis cye te Ineot hors. For, lu
the way people wii], esdli looked vile
the ocher was flot lookhing, and lie had
flot seen the expression ou lier face
when lie announced hie departure. The
soft twiliglit was gathcnhjg about them,
aud thougli Raymoud could see but
little, he fit tliat lier manner had
grovin reserved and quiet

"Gowod-bye," lie said agaia i
held out hie band. ganash

",Good-bye,' vas the reply lu a 1ev
formal voice, as sIc laid li slim, cool
fingers lu hie.

He held them asbho looked at lier,
aud thon hoe said lu a viistful toun% a
etranome, ead expression giowIng lu hie
eyes, le hIle:

" I wieli yen vould give me a bunch
of thos.o fiewers. tînt yen venir."'

She looseued comae and laid them lu
his. land.

'Wlie lie ad left lier ho smiled a
bitter, grimi smile.

1 had qnite fergotten the Sieg* ficance
of apple-blossoms. 'Freforenel' Wliat

a mockery that she should give them
te me when, lir preference le given te,
a.nothert

So Alene stgyed on for a while with
her ant lu Ellerby HaIl Alone's
mother was living, but her father had
long been dcad, a nd left them, but a
scant income.

Hler aunt Mrs. Ellerby, was also, ln
moderate circumstances. for the Eall
had now a lieavy mortgyage upon it,
and it cost tlie good lady aý trnggle te
maintain the old place that had grown
se dear to lier.

So A.lene was not an heiress, or even
a youdoe- lady wîth ridli relatives. The
men wye liked lier at ail, r'he had every
reason to believe, loved hier for herseif
alone. And as for Alen-well she
-was aitotretlier too heodiess and frank
even to tMilnk twlce when elie feU in
love.

The creature of romance, possessingS.
the licou love of pleasure natural te,
youth, whether lier lover owzed bonds
or estates, would be thougbit of only as
bolongln- te that surroundino, halo of
circumstances whidli made f'lm great
lu lier oyes.

Her aunt lad called Raymond Ogere
a, "cultivated gentleman.«" Again, she
lad called Bob WDlIes a «foish fop."«

Two days before Bayýnund Ogoro'e
departuro Alene astoundedlior an' by
saying she wished te go home. This
announcement set Aunt Elerby to pon-,
derlng many tliings, for lier- niece nen-
ally wislied to prolong lier visite te the
Hail Bob WlUis had been there only
that afternoon, and shc lad seen hlm
going dowu the gravofled walk, with a
remarkably crestfallen air for sudh a
yon braggcart as 'ie considered hlm.

"fl je a prodi.gious numb.skulI. but
lis father je worth a mint," Ant Bier-
by had sald to, herseit

Whatevcr conclusion the good lady
arrived at concerning the state of af-
faire, she said to Aleno the next moru-

io tbreakfast:
'~Yuseo, dear, I amn thlnking of

selling- the Hall (Ihav ad a fairn of-
fer ior it), aud geing te live witb
Bass.">

Becs vins her dagliter, niarricd, and
living lu Paris.

lene itarted.
&"Why, Aunt Nan, 1 thonght younov-

naeaxit to ÈoUl the place.'l
"ell, Bass -Irges me te corne, and,

tho care 1 have here le agoing me, so 1
thinli I elial go. And, child, yen May
go along if your mother eau pay the
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