
The day when Quebec's brave defenders saved the province to the
British crown, in 1775, is without doubt, by its far-reaching results,
-one of those unforgettable epochs in its history.

It was accordingly a surprise .to me, on perusing Dr. Ringsford's
,elaborate work on Canada, to find that so far I had wrongly read
history; that, in fact, the gallant surviving militia officers, who
annually for more than twenty seasons commemorated within our
walls by a public banquet 'of which such flourishing accounts occurred
in Neilson's "Quebec Gazette,") the repulse of Montgomery and
Arnold at Pres-de-Ville and the Sault-au-Matelot, had seemingly for-
.gotten the exact day on wlzich they had fought and won; that the
glorious date I had t2ken especial pride in recording in many of my
-works was wrong; that the innumerable despatches, letters, memoirs
-and diaries left by eye-witneeses or by reliable writers were also wrong
:as to the time of the figbt; that, in fact, the ever-memorable assault
had taken place, not on the morning of the Slst of December, 1775,
as was generally believed, but on that of the lst of January, 1776.

The doctor's statement, which had startied many other students
<of Canadian history besides myself, caused me to look up the historical
sources on which my opinion was based.

In order to elucidate the subject fully I decided to consult other
-writers on Canadian annals, such as Rev. Abbe H. Verreault, of
Montreal, and Dr. N. -E. Dionne, of Quebec, both fellows of the Royal
Society. I also resolved o have searches made iu the archive, and
libraries of the United States.

As a preliminary, it occurred to me to look up the Roman Catholie
-parish church register of Quebec, considered so justly a reliable and
accurate record of marriages, bîrths and deaths since the foundation
-of the colony.

I therein read of the burial of a French Canadian, by name Louis
Vallerand, on the 1 st Jauuary, 1776; the said Vallerand was killed.

zat the engagement at Quebee the day previous, viz., the 31st Decem-
ber, 1775.

In order to abridge the array of authorities which can be put forth
-on the task before me I shall, with Dr. Dionne's permission, confme
myself to quote the leading authorities contained in his able dissertation,
in addition to my own.

The doctor, after alluding to the accounts of the banquets com-
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