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the proposition ; otherwise, it will bo allowed to speak for itsolf.
They are theso.:-

1. The vocabulary of every languago contains a vast number
of words that are practically useless

(a) To any particular in 'dividual.
(b) To tho community in general.

A single catalogue of a library, a museum, or even of a florist,
will not fail te satisfy the moat incredulous that there are many
words which are of no practical utilhty tu him. Balf-an-hiour spent
in turning over the pages of a good dictionary will suffice to removo
doubt, if any exista, as to the fact that many words are practically
useleas to the community in general.

IL. The vocabulary of every language is divisible into two
distinct classes of words ; viz.:-

(a) Words without which it is impossible te speak or write
upon any subject whatever.

(b) Words which are ouly usedupon given occasions, or under
particular circumstances.

The former may be termed the permanent vocabulary, the
latter the auxilary vocabulary; or, to be more precihe, the
latter are the auxilhary vocabularies, for words of thise class are
divisible into a series of distinct vocabularies. t

The auxihlary vocabularies are all composed mainly, though
not entirely, of substantive.. The permanent vocabulary em-
braces ail words other than those that belong te the auxiliary
vocabularies.

This proposition indicates the superior importance of the words
of the permanentover those of the auxuary vpcabularies, or either
of them.

III. Ail words have a numerical value. The numerical
value of the words of the permanent vocabulary is individual,
that of the words of the auxiliary vocabulary is gencric.

For example, the words "and," " the," "some," "I," " shall,"
"will," "you," " she," "bas," are words belonging ta the perman-
ont vocabulary, and are obviously of higher niumerical value,-i.e.,
are used more frequently, ihether in speech or writing, than
" come," "call," "stop," "Iwait," " thereforo," "afterwards,"
"long," "find," "agree," which in their turn are obvio'.ty of
higher numerical value than "offensive," "defend," "entail,"
"s connect," "lavert,"' "sattract," "e cultivate," "subordinate," "l ap-
procato," aise words of the permanent vocabulary. It is also
obvious that the numerical value of each of these words is individ-
ual ; that is to say, if the value of the word "and" is reprcsented
by the number 40, that of " com" may be represented by 20, that
of "offensive" by 1; or, n other words, for every use of the word
"offensive," the word " cone" is used 20 times, the word " and"
40 times. These figures are, of course, given solely by way of illus-
tration.

In the case of the words of theauxiliary vocabularies, the numie-
rical value, on the other hand, is not individual, but goneric; e.g.,
" bread," "meat" ".coffee," "te," plate," "krmfe," are words of
the auxilharvvocabulary of the meal table ; and " rhubarb," "castor
oil," "pillls," "plasters,' "'.leeches," bisters," are words of the
auxiliary vocabulary of the chemist and druguist.

One word peculiar te the meal table is practically used as fre.
quently as another, and may b said te be of equainumerical value.
The sane may be said of the words peculiar te the chen ist aud
druggist. But any one, the druggist humseif excepted, must be r.n
unhappy morta. who uses the one vocabulary as frequently as he
does the other.

IV. The numerical value of words may bo ascertained, if net
exactly, at least approximatcly.

Thus, we may take a book, and, beginning at the beginning,
writo down cach word upon its first appearance, and for overy sub·
sequent appoarance place a tck against it. It is clear that the
word with tho groatest number of ticks is the word of highest
numerical value in that book, and the words without a tick the
words oi lowest numerical value. A second, a third, or any
number of books may be treated in the sane manner. If they are
diasimilar in character, the relative value will necesaarily differ te
soma extent ; but, by adding the total numerical value of any given
word common te all, and dividing it by the number of the books
used, the numorical value of that word in thoso books, taken col-
lectively as well as individually, may be ascortained.

V. The learning of the individual words of any language,
whother to speak, read, or wnte them, is a pure effort of the
memory, sometimes, though comparativoly rarely, aided by
comparison.

This proposition needs no present comment beyond this, that it
nust be in the iuterest of the learner to learn the vords ho has te

larn in th& order of their vaile to hi or.
.VI. Every laxaguago lias a niethùsocf combining wiords

peculiar te itself, though more or less common te other lan-
guages of the sane stock. Ita pecuiarinethod of combination
mnay bo styled its mou!ld.

Tho nîext proposition, and the examples given under it, will
illustrate this.

VII. The would of any forcign languago may be learned,
without knolvedge of the ivurds or gramanar of that language,
and is learned must rapidly, by coenpanson with tuit of tho
native or somb other foreign language. The peculiarities of the
native language cannot be iearned, without comparison of its
mould with that of a foreigi language.

Thus the Enghshman says, " We are thirsty ;" the German says,
" We are thirsty ; " the Frenchnan says, " Ve have thirst." Tho
Englihman sa ys, lI do net knuw ; " the German says, " I know
it not ; the Frenchnan says, "I net know." The Englishman says,
" How is your fathier ? e is not very well ;" the Germai says,
" Bow finds himself, your Sir Father i Be finds hîniself not very
well; " the Frenchman says, " Bow himiseif carries Mister your
fathier i Ho not himself carries flot very weli."

VIII. A thoroughs practical knowledge of a language does
net neceasarily imvolve any theoretical grammatical knowledge
of it.

We learn to speak,. road, and write, as we learn te walk, run,
or jump; and as by practice we may walk, run, or jump well, with-
out knowng why, wheu ie jump and thus leave terrafirma, re do
not go straight te heaven, su may ve speak without being able to
explan the grammatical structure of a single sentence.

I will net say it positively, but I have a nution, that if all the
best speakers and writers that we have, iunless they happened
to bo sonewhiat young, were examined n English grammar by a
sharp Board School boy, most of them would bu plucked. How
could it well be otherwise, when in the school-days of persons now
of middle age, Engisi grammar was left to the vulgar, by those
who considered Latin graminar the nroper thîng for geutlemen, and
French for ladies.

IX. The accidence of a language can bo tabulated. Each
formn hais a nuierical value.

To chop the accidence up into small pieces, and te distribate
those pieces throughout the numerous pages of a book, is to treat
accidence as gecgraphy is treatud by the makers of dissected maps,
with this difference. The gramimarian has all the disadvantages of
dissection, without any of its advantages. lie takes lis little block,
loohs at it, examnnes it, even learns ail that is upuai it. What
thon ? It is part of a great whole, but ho knows not, he sees not
that whole. The geograpler is butter treated ; he has his picture
of the wholo country. Ho sees where vach little piece fius in.
Ouglt nt the accideice of each language tu bo tabulatted, printed
i bold and distiraguishig type, and stuspeuded ain the wedl, that

the whole may bo visible at a glance? 1 think it should.
X. The syntax of a lan.uage cannot bu tabulated. It must

b stated n rules, wvith thoir exceptions. These ruies, bowever,
are capable of contraist or comparison witli the corresponding
ruies of the syntax of any other Language.

From these ton propostions I iake the following deductios:-
Firat -If the numerical value of îaîdividuai words can be

ascertamxîed, it as obvions that words should b learnt in the
order of their numerical value; it is als , obvious that they
should be comhned, or formed antk phrases anad sentences, in
the order of thoir numerical value ; it is furaher obvionus that, if
se combined, the meuld of the higiest numerical value must
first come to the surface, and others follow in its wake in the
order of their respective iumnacrcal % alue, and that the particu.
lar form of th accideuce of the language and the particular
rules of its syntax must b developed and presented in the
sanie order.

Secondlv-If wnrds, mouldas, accidence, and syntax are re-
apectively, whether separatoly or collectively, Icarned asd ex-
plained in the order of thoir numerical value, the langnage
must te leartard more rapidly tlaan is possible by any otier
mode of procedure. If words, moulsd, accidenco, and syntax
are dealt with in thoir acaual ut, hty, no labor as spenit in vain,
and timu and strength are savcd for ohier work.

It need hardly bu said that the pupil cannot do this wcirk of
marshalling and classifyig for hunîself, or that oach-individual
teacher cannot do it for him. It must therefore, if at all, be done


