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the proposition ; othorwise, it will bo allowed to speak for itself.
They are theso.:—

I. The vocabulary of every language containsa vast number

of words that are practically uselusa
(a) To any porticular individual.
() To the community in general.

A single catalogue of a library, a museum, or even of a florist,
will not fail to satisfy the most incredulous thatthere are many
words which ave of no practical utihity to him. Half-an-hour spent

. in turning over the pages of a good dictionary will suffice to removeo
doubt, if any exists, as to tho fact that many words are practically
useless to the community in general.

11, The vocabulary of every language is divisible into two
distinct clusses of words ; viz.:— .

(a) Words without which 1t 13 impossible to speak or write

upon any subject whatever.

(b) Words which are ouly used upon given occasions, or under

particular circumstances.

The former may be termed the permanent vocabulary, the
latter the auxiliary vocabulary; or, to be more precise, the
latter are the auxiliary vocabularies, for words of this class are
divisible into a series of distinct vocabularies. '

The auxiliary vocabularies are all compused mainly, though
not entirely, of substantives. The permanent vocabulary em-
braces all words other than those that belong to the auxiliary
vocabularies.

This proposition indicates the superior importance of the words
og &e permanentover those of the auxiuary vpcabularies, ur either
of them.

111, All words have a numerical value. The numerical
value of the words of the permanent vocabulary is individual,
that of the words of the auxiliary vocabulary is generic.

For example, the words *“and,” *“ the,” ‘‘some,” *1,”" * shall,”
“will,” * yon,” * she,” **has,” are words belonging to the perman-
ent vocabulary, and are obviously of migher numerical value,—i.e.,
are used more frequently, whether in speech or writing, than
‘‘come,” “*call,” ‘*stop,”’ *wamt,” °**therefore,” ‘‘afterwards,”
“long,” “find,” *‘agree,” which in their turn are obviov.iy of
higher numerical valune than ** offensive,” ** defend,” **entail,”
“connect,” “avert,” “attract,” ¢* cultivate,” ‘‘subordinate,” *ap-
preciste,” also words of the permanent vocabulary. It is also
obvious that the numerical value of each of these words is indaivid-
ual ; that is to say, if the value of the word ‘““aad™ is represented
by the number 40, that of ** come” may be represented by 20, that
of ** offensive” by 1; or, 1n other words, for every use of the word
“‘offonsive,” the word * come” 1s used 20 times, tho word “and”
40 times. Theso figures are, of course, given solely by way of illus-
tration.

In the case of the words of the auxiliary vocabularies, the nume-’

rical value, on the other hand, is not mdividual, but genceric; e.g.,
“ bread,”” “meat,” ** cofice,” “tea," *¢ plate,” *kmfe,” are words of
the auxiliary vocabulary of the meal table ; and ** rhubarb,™ “‘castor
oil,” *‘pills,” “plasters,” **loeches,” *‘bhasters,” are words of the
auxiliary vocabulary of the chermst and drugeist.

Ono word peculiar to tho meal tablo is practically used as fre-
:}‘uently as another, and may bo said to be of equal numerical value.

he same may be said of the words peculiar to the chen ist aud
druggist. But any one, the druggist hunself excepted, must be an
unhappy mortsl who uses tho one vocabulary as frequently as he
does the other.,

IV. The numerical valuo of words may bo ascertained, if not
exactly, at least approximately.

Thus, we may take a book, and, beginning at tho beginning,
writo down each word upon 1its first appearance, and for every sub-
sequent apponrance place a tick against it. It is clear that the
word with the greatest number of ticks is the word of highest
nunerical value in that book, and the words withont a tick the
words of lowest numerical value. A second, a third, or any
number of books may bo treated in the same manner.  If they are
dissimilar in cheracter, tho relative value will necessarily differ to
some extent ; but, by adding the total numerical ralue of any given
word common to all, and dividing it by tho number of the books
used, the numerical value of that word.in thoso books, taken col-
lectively as well as individually, may be ascortained.

V. The learning of the individusl words of any language,
whether to speak, read, or wnte them, is a puro effurt of the
memory, sometimes, though comparatively rarely, aided by

comparison.

This proposition needs no present comment beyond this, that it
must be in the interest of tho learner to learn the words he has to
learn in thé order of their value to him.

VI, Every language has a method of combining words
pecuhiar to itself, thongh more or less commun to other lan-
guages of the same stock. Jts peculiar method of combination
may be styled its mould.

The next proposition, and tho examples given under it, will
illustrate this.

VIL. The wmould of any foreign lunguage may be learned,
withuut knowtedge of the words ur grammar of that language,
and 18 learned must rapidly, by comparison with that of the
native or somd other foreign lauguage. The peculiarities of the
native language cannot be learned, without comparison of its
mould with that of a foreign language.

Thus the Enghshman says, ** We age thirsty ;" the German says,
** We are tharsty ;' the Frenchman says, ¢ We have thirst.” The
Epgiliehman says, *“ I donot know 3 ” the German says, * I know
it not ; tho Frenchmwun says, ** I not know.” The Englishman says,
** How 18 your father? He is not very well;’ the German says,
** How finds hamself, your Sir Father? He finds hamself not very
well;? the Frenchman says, ** How himself carries Mister your
father? Me not himself curries not very well.”

VIiI. A thorough practical knowledge of a language does
not necessarily involve any theoretical grammatical knowledge
of it. .

We learn to speak,.read, and write, as we learn to walk, run,
or jump; and as by practice we may walk, run, or jump well, with-
out knowing why, wheu we jump and chus leave terra firma, we do
not go straight to heaven, so may we speak without being able to
explain the grammatical structure of a siugle seutence.

1 will not say 1t pusitively, but I have a notiun, that if all the
best speakers and writers that we have, unless they happened
to be somewhat young, were examined mn Eunglish grammar by a
sharp Board School boy, most of them would be plucked. How
could 1t well be otherwise, when in the school-days of persons now
of middle age, English grammar was left to the vulgar, by those
who considered Latun gramwar the oroper thing for gentlemen, and
French for ladies.

IX. The accidence of alanguage can be tabulated. Each
form has a numerical value.

To chop the accidence up 1nto small pieces, and to distribate
those pieces throughout the numerous pages of a bouk, is to treat
accidence as gecgraphy is treated by the makers of dissected maps,
with this difference. The grammarian has all the disadvantages of
dissection, without any of 1ts advantages. He takes hus little black,
looks at 1t, exammes 1it, even learns all that isuponit. What
then? Itis part of a great whole, but he knows not, he sees not
that whole. The geographer is better treated ; he has his picture
of the whole country. He sees where each little pivce fits in,
Ought not the acaidence of each language to be tabulated, printed
in bold and distiuguishing type, aud suspeuded on the wull, that
the whole may be visible at a glance? 1 think it should.

X. Tho syntax of a language cannot be tabulated. 1t must
be stated in rules, with theiwr exceptions. These rules, however,
are capable of contrast or comparison with the correspondiog
rules of the syntax of any other language. )

From these ten propositions I make the following dednctions :—

First —1f the numenical value of mdividual words can be
ascertamed, 1t 18 obvious that words should bo learnt in the
order of their numerical value; it is als» obvivus that they
should bs comhined, or formed intu phrases aud sentences, in
the order of their numerical value ; 1t 1s further obvious that, if
so combined, the mould of the highest numenical value must
first como to the surface, and others follow in its wake in the
order of their respective nutnerieal value, and that the particu.
lar form of tho accidence of the language aud the particular
rules of 1ts syntax must be devcluped and presented in the
same order-

Sccondly—If words, moulds, accidence, and syntax are re-
spectively, whether aeparately or collecuively, learned and ex-
plained in the order of their numerical value, the language
must te learucd more rapidly than is possible by any other
modu of procedure. If words, monlds, acaidenco, and syntax
are dealt with in their ac-ual ut Iity, no labor 1s speut in vain,
and time and strength are saved for other work.

It nced hardly bu said that the pupil cavnot do this work of
marshalling and clasufyang for hunsclf, or that each-individual
teacher cannot do it for him. It must therefore, if at all, be done



