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Vermont but lead the w~y, even doubtfully and {sons will hardly close the wound, endangering
timidly, in this career, and her _:ster States will ! the vigor and health of the tree.

ultimately acknowledge a debt to her for teach-

ing truths of more practieal utility to them than
would be the Annexation of the whale Conti-
nent.—New York T'ribune.
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MAPLE SUGAR.

The season for making maple sugar will soon
arrive, and ~ few remarksas to fixtures and pre-
parations threfor may not come amiss. A few
years since it could be purchased in our market
at from six to eight cents per pound by the quan-
tity ; but within the past two years it meets with
a ready sale atten and twelve cents per pound
and choice samples will readily command extra
prices. From being an article of slow sale, it
has, in consequence of the clearing up of our
lands, become an atticle of luxury; and we do
not, under ordinary circumstances, anticipate any
future decline in prices.

The guantity, color and taste are materially
influenced by the care taken in the various sta-
ges of its manulfacture, the cleanliness observed
in the gathering of the sap, and its evaporation
to the graining point. By reason of the high
temperature required in: the last stages of eva-
poration unless great care be taken it is very apt
to be burnt and acquires a bitter empyreumatic
flavor, very different from its own peculiar aroma
and taste.

To gatherthe sap in buckets from fifty orone
hundred trees, and carry it by manual labor to
the kettles, we know from experience is rather
hard work, and we much prefer having previ-
ously broken out good roads, to let the convey-
ance be dore in a barrel on a sled drawn by hor-
ses or oxen, than carry it ourselves. Much
lifting may oftentimes be saved, if the place of
manufacturebe so much elevated on one side
that the sap will run from the barrel or hogshead
into the boilers in a steady stream by simply
turning a faucet near the lower part of the cask
used for its conveyance.

It has also been ascertained by careful experi-
ments that the flow of sap depends more upon
the depth of the incision that upon its external
size—also that an aperture half an inch in dia-
meter is almost equally -as effective as one of
donble its size ; butin the one case the wound
readily heals over by the growth of the same
season—in the other, the growth of several sea-

The experiment to which we refer was made
under the direction of the Agricultural Club of
Rrattleboto,’ Vt., and is in substance as follows:
¢« In the spring of 1850, a committee consisting
of three persons, was appointed to ascertain by
actual experiment the proper size and depth of
the borein tapping the sugar maple. They ac-
cordingly proceeded to test this question in the
most thorough manner, using all sizes of bits,
{rom halfan inch toan inchand a half in dia-
meter—each making his experimgnt independ-
ently of the other—and the result of all was,
that no difference could be perceived—the halt
inch giving as much sap as any other. Each
one also tapped several trees, selting two buackets
10 a tree, with a single spile to each, but bored
to different depths, from one to three and a half
inches, and the results in this case were in
every instance, when the weather was suffici-
ently warm to thaw the tiee through, that the
flow of sap was in porportion to the depth of
bore ; and to make the matter more certain, on
deepening the shallow bores subsequeatly, they
immediately overtook the others in quantity.

These experiments were vepeated in 1851 by
a different committee, with the same general
results.”?

The sap of the sugar maple and a few other
trees only, yields sugar when taken from ths
tree before the expansion of the buds and blos~
soms from their dorment state ;—what precise
change isinduced by the expansion of the buds,
whether of cause and effect, we know not. We
also know that clear bright days alternating
with frosty nights give the greatest flow of sap;
and that if mild weather ensues and continues
for any length of time, we can only obtain an
uncrystalizable syrop as the product.

Supposing your buckets are all in order and
readiness—troughs madg by the axe we would
only use as a last resoit, simply because they
become such convenient receptacles of dead
leaves, &c.—take your spiles or tubes of suita-
ble diameter, with a hole through them of one-
quarter of an inch in diameter, with an auger,
bore about three inches into the body of the tree
let the tube enter the tree only so faras will be
necessary to ensure its permancnt attachment ;
attach your bucket to a nail or peg driven into
the body of the tree a little above the spout, and
you may feel secure that a casual thaw will not
perhaps upset your trough and spiil the sap,



