
AGRICULTURE.

TUSSER, THE AGRICULTURIST.

[We take the following remarks from a lecture
receily delivered al Kelvidun, in England, by
Mr. Crane, on the life and w îitings of the quaint
author of "The Five hundred Points of Good flus
baudry," who flourished in the sixteenth century.]

Il early youth bis father seems to have destini-
ed him for the church, then in the throes of the
Refonnation, aid he vas sent to the collegiate
chapel of the Castle of Walhngford. This arose
probably rom bis possessing an luuii ually icnal
voice, and lie spealks of it as quite auaîiunst lis
own will, as well as that of his mother. After
a haLassing time, apparently at difier,î.t places,
leavinîg uls to infer tlat his voice was the cause
of his trouble, he ultinately reached St. Paul's
and speaks with gratitufde of his progress in music
under the celebrated John Redford, organist and
ahnoner of that cath.edral. From St Paul's he
went to Eton, where he experienced sharp dis-
cipline, and probal y good teaching, for lie pro-
gressed to Trinity Hall, Camubilidge. iIe recounts
the pleasant way in which lis time passed here

a ith learned men ;" but was di ivein by long
sickies to leave his books and seek his fortune
at the court, where he obtainied employmeunt,
probdbly n L.is nusical capacity, tlhrouugh the
imfluence of his patron, William Lord Paget, the
ftirt titled ancestor of the Anglesey family, of
whon he peaks in termsof affectionate gratitude.
Hle remained in this position about tenl years,
which nust have been during the latter part of
the reign of Ilenry VIII., and the first years of

hariicd VL. ; tits patron, who had been in great
favour, about this time fell1 into d isgrace, and wassent to Ilhe Towver ; and Tosser, be~ing disgusted,
a ie says, with the vices of the courtiers, and
!k views probably baflled by the fial of his patron,
for, lie says, i the court began to frown," married,
and began business as a farmer -.t Calwade, a
liamiet in the parish of Brandham, in Sulfolik, on
tI river Stour, which divides that county fio-n
Essex. One could scarcely imagine a less eligi-
ble training for the calling than lhis lad been,
Sasasining boy, student, couaier, and musician.
lie must then have been ovar 30 years old, and
srarteld apparenitly i2norant alke of the theory,
ifthere were theorists of those days, and lthe
PatCice, rude as il thon was, of liusbandry.

ILt was leie that he composed, or 4 devised,"
as he terns, il, lhis c' Book of Ilusbandry," the

i edition of which vas publbsled iii 1557,
and dedicated to bis patron William Lord Paget,

h1îo.h aving adhered to tIe Popish party, regain-
eJ his influence, and held the office of Lord Privy
&al under Mary. De must have been engaged
Sfarming for some years hefore producing even

the rude essay wliiç.l first issued from the press,
aid which formed the gcrm of his more perfect
ýWork, for i, ;t is found a correct oulline of agricul-
ture, which could only be dravn by a practised

nd, and Ie filliug im and finishing of the
::cture seems to have been the solace and the

b'ziness of his future lite. Tlis was Ile secold
ok 11 agi iculture that was pmtcd in the Enghslh
,uage, Fitzherbert's c Book cf IIusbandrie"

being the first. The work seems to have become
extrenely popular at once, and edition alter
edition issued ftom the press, polish, anplification,
and contmnual additions markiiig ils growth.
Within compaî alively a few years of its first ap-
pearance, Tusser's work was repainîted upwards
of 20 times, and yet scaicely a copy of these early
editions has been preserved, a prouf that il had
been sedulously applied to those purposes of in-
struction for which It was so adoniably designed.
As is remarked iii te "l B itish Biographer,"
-some booksbecome leir-loonis from value ; and
Tiisser's work, for useful information ii every
department of agriculture, together with its quaint
and amusing observations, perhaps passed Ihe
copies from father to son, till they crumbled
away in the bare shii ing of the pages, and the
mouldering reluet oily lost ils value by the casual
mutilatiom of time." Copies of the modern
edition, by Dr. Mavor, published in 1812, ore
scarce, and I am indebted to the kinidness of our
honoured chairman for tie use of tlat f on which
the present paper lias been coinpiled. I car.
thing of no piece of mediSval hterature that
seems to promise a more liberal return, in a
pecuniary point of viewv, tlian a cheap reprint of
tle works o? the old Rivenhall rhymner.

The illness of his wife, and tle too probable
embarrassment of lis affairs, induced him to quit
Catvade, and lie isfound successively at Ipswich,
ai Dereham Abbey, and ai Norwich, at which
laiter place Salisbury, Ile then Dean, of whom
lie speaks In lerms ot warn gratitude, is suppos-
ed to have obtained for him the place of a sing-
in)g man in the cathedral. Tusser, compelled 1o
quit Norwich bv a painful disorder, atterwards
farmed the globe and tithes of the parish of Fair-
steaJ, in our neighbourhood, wlere he seems,
however, as usual, to have been ursnecessful.
We find, even at this early period, Ihat the lit lies
were evaded as much as possible ; f*or though hte
himself repeatedly speaks of the luonest payment
of Ile impost as a religions duly, lie attributed
his own failure in some measure to the opposite
practice of the parishioners of Fairstead-

"'ie tihing tife, Ithe tithing strife.
Thiro' tithmuag iii ofJack aiin (ill.''

drove hiîm fron Essex to London, whence, frigh-
tened by the plague of 1571-75, he agaiut sought
Cambridge, and found ait asyluin Zi Trinity
College, whiclh had been founded silice his
youthful sojourrn a tle university. On the cessa-
tion of the plague le returned lt the metropolisto
get a living by Lis voice or his vits, and died
theŽre about hIle year 1580. le ivas buried in Si.
Mildred's cliurch, in the Poultry, where ain
epitaph, probably written by himself, and which
is given in Stow's " Survey of London," record-
cd his memory. This monument perished, of
course, vithu the churchi, ii the great lire of Lon-
don.

For at author,the vicissitudes of his life present
an uncommon variety of incident ; " without a
tincture of careless imprudence," says Warton,
c or vicious extravagonce, this desultory charac-
ter seems to have thriven in no vocation ;" and
Fuller, un his l Worthies of Essex," quaintly
remarks, il that his stone, whiclh gatlhered no


