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composed of all those who believe in progress in
husbandty, as in everything else, and have the
persoual direction of their farms.  The farmers of
this class do not believe that the earth gave up
all her secrets at once to the tiller of the soil.
They do not think, hke the Chinese, that they are [
precisely in the cenireof the world, and all others |
are outside barbarians. They see that the soil §
ol the country has beeu exhausted by injudicious
cropping, aud feel the necessity of improvement.

They listen attentively to the chemist, or man
of science, who tells them what are the compe-
nents of the soil, and of the erop, and in what
way they can Dbest restore to the barren field the
clements of fertility. They are willing to hear
about subsoiling and drawning, and to think upon
the reasons given why those operations should be
beneficial. They can conceive, and believe, upon
paper evidence, that there may be manures be-
sides whet are found in the barn-yard. In short,
they are willing to “tryall things” that they
may “hold fast that which is good,” or in other
words to expend time and money in making ex-
periments for the benefit of their neighbours.
These men are emphatically Practical Farmers
~—practical as opposed to the mere iheorist—
practical in the highest seuse as men whose la-
bonrs are of practical use to themselves and their
fellow men.

There s still another class, who, as cultivators
of the soi,, are practical men. We refer to the
gardener and horticulturist,—from whose experi-
ments hzve been derived many of the most im-
portant improvements in the arts of cultivation,
Witness the labours of those, both in Europe and
in this country, in the production by hybridization,
of new anl vajuable farm products, for the apple,
the pear axd the peach. The beet, the tumnip,
the caulifower, and even the strawberry and
raspberry are as much agricultural products
when grown within, as without the pale of
the garden fence. These are the men who have
uniformly urged the necessity not of shallow
plowing, butdeep and thorongh tillage ; not guess
work in theadaptation of soils, crops aud manures,
by a scientific knowledge of each; and should
the farmer use the same precision in the adapta-
tion of the constituents he uses for his varions
crops, as the gardener does for his various tribes
of plants, it would need no seer to predict the
beneficial effects resulting from it,

A practical cultivator Isnot necessarily a man
who daily holds the plough, or drives a team, or
shovels mauure, or digs ditches, He may or
may not put his own hands to such labours;
ad if he finds it more convenient to devote his
lime 1o the general direction of his affairs, while
a foreign labourer, who can do notbing else, is
hired for such work, he does not forteit his title of
Practical Farmer, nor the labourer merit that
appellation.

If10 be a practical farmer is merely to labour
with the hands, then the farmer who has extend-
ed his practical operations on his farm so far that
his whole time is required to direet them merely, |
1s no practical farmer, although practical resuits
may have multiplied iudefinitely around him—an !
absurdity which can never be tolerated.—New
England Farmer.

LORD SPENCER'S RULES FOR THE SELEC-
TION OF MALE ANIMALS FOR BREEDING.

The first things to be considered m the selection
of @ male animal are the indicatior.s by which it
may be possible to form a judgiment as to iis con-
sttution. In all animals a wide chest indicates
strength of constitution, and there can be no doubt
that this is the pomnt of shape to which it is most
matenal forany breederto look to in the selection
either of a bullor aram. Inorderto ascuitain that
the chest of these animals is wide, it is not sufti-
cient to observe that they have wide bosoms ; but
the width which is perceived by leoking at them
in the front should be continuedalung the brisket,
which ought to show great fullncss in the part
which is just under the elbows ; it is also neces-
sary that they should be called thick through the
heait. Another indication of what a good consti-
tution is, that a male animal shonld have a mds-
culine appearance ; with this view a certain de-
gree of couseness 15 by no means objectionable,
but-this coarseness should not be such us would
be likely to show itself in a castrated animal, be-,
cause it thus might happen that the oxen or
wethers produced from such asire would be coarse
also, which in them would be a fault. Ancther
point to be attended to, not merely as an indica-
tion of a good constitution, but as a merit m itself,
is, that an animal in itself should exhibit great
muscular power, or rather that his muscles should
be large. This is an usual accompaniment of
stiength of constitution ; but it also shows that
there will bea good proportionate mixture of lean
and fat in the meaf produced from the animal,
the muscles being that part which in meat is lean.
A thick neck is, in both bulls and rams, a proof
of the muscles being large, and there hardly can
be a greater fault in the shape of 2 male animal
of either sort, than his having a thin neck. Tam
inclined to say, that inthenew Leicester breed of
sheep, which is the breed to which I am accus-
tomed, a ram’s neck cannot be too thick. Other
indications of muscle are more difficult to observe
in sheep than in cattle. Ina bull there oughtto
be 2 full muscle on each side of the back bone,
just behind the top of the shoulder blades; he
ought also to have the muscles on the outside of
the thigh full, and extending down nearly to the
hough. It will seldom happen thata bull having
these indicatious will be found deficient in mus-
cle. As[am writing for the use of faimers, it is
quite unnecessary for me to attempt a description
of what is considered a well shaped bull or ram ;
it is also obviously impossible to express in words
what is meant by good handling. It is sufficignt
to say, therefore, that no male animal is fit to'be
used at all as a sire, whose handliug is not good,
and the more perfect his shape, the Detter.

Frexcn Suger-Docs.—An English traveller speaks
of the dogs which are used in Normandy, in the man~
agement of sheep, as being uncommonly valuable.
He thus deseribes one:—‘“The animal was some
cross of the breed commonly known in England as
lurchers; and the quick sparkle of the eye, and the
ready and eagcer intelligence of his face as he watch-
ed his master, and flew round and round the flock at
the shightest gesture, or merely mumbled word of



