
OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

rents raised too Iigh '--that good culture is another naie for much labour'-
that ' great farmers are generally ricli farmers.' By these niethods lie raised
lis rental to more thousands a-year thain it was hundreds wlien lie inherited the
catate, and lad enriched a nuinerous tenantry into the bargain. Swift, in his
:atirical 'Directions to Servants,' advises the steward ' to lend mny lord his own
maoney.' The bailiff of Lord Peterborough pulled down his master's house, sold
the materials, and continued to charge hiim for repairs. The last case was peculiar;
but for the steward to grow ricli at the expense of an employer who neglected his
own affairs was coinion enougli. Mr. Coke was a conspicuous exaniple of the
benefit of the opposite practice, for he showed tlat no profession in the world
was so lucrative as that of a landlord who devoted his life to the improvement
of his property. The wcalth, nevertholess, whieh acerued to linself was the
smallest part of the gahi. le was a national benefactor upon a mnighty scale,
and was the cause, directly and indirectly, of adding a countless mass of cori
and cattie, of beef and muutton, bread' and beer to the resourceus of the country.

No discovery, perhaps, in Agriculture was made by Mr. Coke; but he showed
a surprising sagacity in singling out what was good in ideas whicl were not
reccived by the farmuing public at large, in comubining them into a system, and
persevering in thon until they prevailed. Young states, in his 'I Report on
the Agriculture of Norfolk," which was published in 1804, that Mr. Coke
liad even then grown the invaluable Swedish turnip for several years vith the
greatest success, and used large quantities of purchased nianure in the shape of
rape-cake. Above all, lie at that date drilled the whole of his crops, turnips
imcluded, and lie was the proinent champion of this much opposed system,
which is now universally adopted for the time and labour it saves, for the facil-
ity it affords for applying the nanure directly to the seed, for keeping down
weeds and stirring the soil by neans of the horsc-hoe, and for thinning out the
crop with regularity and speed.

The Norfolk fariers, while attending to arable culture, hiad never turned
their attention to inmproving their stock. One of Mr. Coke's nost intelligent
tenants said '' that bones and offal, rather tlan meat, were the production of
the best grass-lands in the county." A smiall nunber of Norfolk or Suffolk
eows, good milkers but iiserable graziers, were kept, and a flock of the black-
faced, long-horned, Xorfolk sheep--an active, bony, hardy animal, well suited
to pick up a living on the wild bare heaths, and which gave a little wool every
year, and a little mutton at the end of four or five. It is just fifty years since
Mr. Coke said, in one of his annual Holkham speeches, " that a Norfolk flock
lad hitherto been considered as little more, in point of profit, than adung-cart."
Hle soon tauglit bis tenants that, valuable as was manure, they lad botter kcep
animals whihel would ut the sane tinie make a return in flesh and fat. His own
skill in the diflicult art of judging of the qualities of stock was great, and he
used to assist his neighbors in parcelling out the ewes to the ranis according to
the shapes of each, that the defects of one parent miglit, as much as possible, be
remedied by the good points in the other. " I have seen him and the late
Duke of Bedford," says Young, "put on a slepheird's smock, work all day,
and not quit the business till darkness forced them io dinner."

(To bc Continued.)

Kent's Survey ofthe Agriculture of Norfolk was published in 1706; the admirable
work of Young appeared in 1804; and in 1844 an able and elaborate report by Mr. R.
N. Bacon, the editor of the "Norwich Mercury," gained the prize of the Royal Agricul-
tUral Society. These surveys, made at intervals, give an opportunity for comparing one
period with another, and throw great light upon agricultural and social progress. They
are to be classed anong the best kinds of history.
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