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U TANNER'S NARRATIVE.

vance of education, and the general intelligence, have, withini
two centuries, eonverted fron established doctrines, to "old
wives fables." To enforce this remark, we need not refer to
the examples of Cotton Mather, and others of his times, not
less renowned for huinan learning, than for exemiplary piety.
The history of the huinan mind in all ages, and anong all
nations, affords abundant examples of credulity ; closely re-
sembling that which we feel disposed to ridicule or to pitv in
the savage. It may be of some importance toward a clear
compîrehkension of the In ian character, to be assured that the
powerful mind of our narrator, was at all times strongly
influenced by a belief in the ubiquity, and frequent interposi-
tions in the affairs of nen, of an over-ruling Providence. His
nay have been a purer and more -consistent Theism, than
that of many of his untaught conpanions, but in manv im-
portant partidulars his belief was the same as theirs. If he was
less entirely than fis Indian associates the dupe of those crafty
prophets, who are constantly springing up anong them; yet
it will be found he had not, at all times, entire confidence in the
decisions of his own mind, which taught him to despise their
knavery, and to ridicule their pretensions. In all times of
severe distresà, or of uriaent danger, the Indians, like other men,
are accustomed to supplicate aid from superior beings, and
they are often confident that a gracious answer has been grant-
ed to their petitions. This belief need not shock the pious
as it certainly will not appear in any respect remarkable to
those who have accustomed themselves to close observance of
the workings of the human nsind, under all v'ariations of cir-
cumstances. We believe there is nothing inconsistent with
true religion, or sound reason. in supposing that the same Lord
over all, is gracious unto all who worship him mn sincerity.
It will be manifest also, that this inherent principle of r"ligious
feeling is made the instrument, by which superior minds
govern and influence the weaker. Among the Indians, as
among all other races, from the times of the philosophic leader
of the Retreat of the Ten Thousand. to the present day, reli-


