ISABEL LEICESTER.

seasons in New York, where she had been the Belle, she was still,
the same loving, unassuming, pure-wriaded girl shehad eve: been,

tho’ the admiration and attention her bezaty and accomplish-

meats had excited, had she been less ccceful'y traiced, might have

rendered her baaghty aad vain. :

During her Father’s illness, when her time and thoughts were
occupied with attending upon lrim, and in anxiety for his recovery
she had thought and felt that the loss of property was an evil of
Jlittle moment, and tried ‘to per:uad8hcr Father not to think so
much about the reverse, urging that he could get some employ-
ment, and they would still live very happily together in a cottage.

But now that he was gone, and she had no one left to look too,
her lonely and. self-dependant position was felt severely, and the
tears she could not restrain, fell unheeded. The fire sank low, and
finally went out, and still Isabel sat thinking of the miserable pros-
pect the future presented. At last she rose with a shudder, and
rang for the tea-things to be removed, then retiring {o her own
room, she threw herself upon the bed in an agony of grief.

She had remained there some time, when she felt a. kind hand
laid upon her shoulder, and turning her head she saw the old
housekeeper, Mrs. Stewart, with a cup of hot tea. ‘“Come my
dear young ladxr," said she, while the tears®streamed down her

o

- aged cheeks, ¢ You must take this, it will never do for you to go
without your tea.”

%] know you attach great virtue to a cup of tea” replied Isabel
g0 to please ycu I will take it.”

¢« Oh dear, dear,” muttered the old woman as she descended the
stairs, * how pale and ill she looks, and no wonder poor lamb;- if
she goes on like this she will be laid up. Oh, how I wish Mrs.
Mornington had not gone to Europe. Poor child, poor child.”

After Mrs. Stewart had left her, Isabel knelt down and prayed
for strength to do her duty, however trying she might find it, and
for the holy spirit to comfort her in affliction, after which she
retired to rest, and was soon in a calm sleep.

Next morning she arose much refreshed, and having sought
divine aid-and protection, she commenced to arrange for her
departure. Her Father’s creditors kaowing him to be a man of
striet integrity, and that his failure was not attribatable to any
want of prudence on his part, had kindly arranged that she shguld




