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* carried they would resign, and there

.

Fifteen hundred masterieks ships are
helplessly adrift in all the Seven Seas;
a graveyard fleet, 'm ‘the
‘wqrld’s shipping with a peril rio fore--
Bight can avuid. 1::lmi‘:_'lteveryo trax
‘them tells an eery tale ocean -
Who can forget his first

Elimpse of one of these ship wraiths,
sinister and horrible, a battered hulk
swinging this way and ‘that, with
splintered mast stumps pointing mute-
1y to heaven, while huge white capped
seas Swept over and half submerged
the moss green decks? The terror of
the sea, with every seaman’s hand
égainst them, and all the maritime na-
ticns devising means for their destruc-
tion! 3 !

Not long since the well knéwn Porto
Rico liner Ponce was nine days over-
due, and Captain Hunt of the govern~

nt hydrographic ‘office showed no

ewer than nine of these spectral
ships, painted in red ink on the chart,
and all converging into the steamer’s
course, inevitable as fate. The hull of
one was gix feet under water,. An-
other Norwegian bark, the Wellington,:
. had all her sails sét, and not a person’
ron board, careering crazily -in the
track of trade—just another .of the|
ships that make no haven. And. our
Atlantic ports alone furnished nearly.
twenty such last year, involving the’
: ss of two hundred and fifty-seven

es. 3
~Now what has happened to these
ships—well found, well manned, sail-
ing frequented seas, and ‘that often

.enough in fair weather? Sometimes
their story is known, but again their
fate may be a creepy mystery, strik-
ing awe.to the soul of every sailor.
i, A Gloomy Christmas.

It may be fire, as in the case of the
big four-masted: Marpesia, Captain|
Jensen; New York for Cette; in south-
east France, naptha laden. On Christ-
mas day eleven of the starboard watch,
went below at dawn-—never to come
up again; for the bo'sn’s pipe was
suddenly drowned by a roaring ex-|
: that followed a low rumble.|

he entire forward section of the ship.
burdt into furious flame as foremast,
fﬁﬁkm and cargo shot one hundred]

twenty feet in air. Debris rained
hissing on the sea, as the thunderous.
wall of flame swept aft. Pititul
reams of water were shot into that|
awfnl: crdter of blazing naptha. The
then fdught owell, but at length were
forced to build ‘a plank extension
thirty feet out over the stern, ‘where
they retreated with singeing hair and
blistered faces, ~Here they crouched
nl;;;&:dh; wgg; f-mthe ,ro&r!ng H}:n;
plunged on, lighting up the sea for
-mifles. ' Before' dawn _the Danish
steamer - Gallla, broke through the
smeke wall; ‘and as her. black nose
cut threugh the choking fog the tor-
‘tured men leaped intb 'the sea for

safety, léaving the Marpesia ~to burn

|dred-ton Dunmore, Cardiff to Newport

—_—_——

to the water’s edge—and b
dangerous derelict of the seas.
_Against such a -danger the ma!
is helpless.’ Rocks are " betrayed
sirens, and buoys all proclaim various
perils of the mariner; throbbing en-
gines tell of another ship’s proximity;
and even the dread iceberg is revealed
by its ghastly radiance and & sudden
frigidity of the air; but the derelict is 5
not- foreseen, gives no warning untij it
wounds a vessel to its death.  What|
tragedies may not be attributed ‘to
these ‘creeping ' corpses of fine ships?,
And not minor tragedies of barks and
tramps, but the destruction of great!
liners—the big White Star Naronic for
instance. ; > /
It is only a few years since this su-
perb steamer of five thousand. tons
left Liverpool with a crew of seventy-
four ‘under Captain. Roberts, who had
already made half a dozen trips in her
and found her a grand ship. She had
cost six- hundred ‘thousand .dollars, and
had ten water: tight compartments.
But she was never seen ot :
:ﬁ.n—iust a dark mystery 'of the sea.
 underwriters’ at ‘Lloyd’s’ shook
their heads and murmured, “Dere-
licts!” and none but a seamon knows
how deadly these are, especially whin
they are filled with Jumber. - .. = . |
Let an abandoned vessel be light, or
in ballast, and mayhap # steamer will
cut right through her; but to hit a
water-logged derelict, uphald. by a
cargo of sodden timber, is ‘practically
the same as striking a rock. Nor will

‘

staggering buccaneers of the sea live
for years and travel half way round
the world, dealing death and destruc-
tion. - « X

;'Take the case of the thirty-five hum-|
News with coal. She broke'her shaft
in mid ocean during a furious blizzard;
and was abandoned by her crew six
hundred miles. from Cape Cod. The
Dunmore was then leaking . terribly;:
her master thought her about to foun-j
der. But no, she lived on and . was

steamers. By some this prize (worth
seventy thousand dollars) was towed.
She was boarded by five, and set  -on
fire by one.. Then the Dunmore van-
ighed, although five British warships/
went out from Bermuda  to destroy
her,. well knowing .what a peril she
was to navigation, Think of this big
iron steamer, water logged and on Llﬁr
beam ends, with three thousand tohs
of coal as: dead weight, dancing drunk-
enly into -the track of navigation! -
 The persistence of the derelict is 2
wvery 'serious problem. Take for ex-
ample, the American schooner W. H.
‘White, at one time. known to all Atlan-
tic. sailors-ag the White Ghost.  For
over -twenty months. that vessel was

afloat, apparéntly wall masted . and

heard of!th

sighted by no less  than twenty-two|to rid the seas of her presence.

1surf and soundings; lighthouse beams, |

story of a derelict is

the schoonsy Alma,

‘loa c‘qso“ ber at

4 Jamaica, for Boston, an

Can oty By o e

ape Henry % zard.
Her masts crashed

ten men face to face with

Heavy spars, held by the torn and

tangled rigging, beat h

battering rams in every swirling sea,

opening her seams and admitting tons

of ‘water. | And asg _big combers

swept over the doomed vessel & coat<

ing of ice two' feet thick was formed

jor the rocking décks. The pumps,

froze and the battling men were chill-
ed to the bone, without even one dry
match wherewith to start a  fire.
Lashed to the stanchions and mast
stumps, the crew awaited death with
he ggm ‘resignation of sailormen.
But the storm pi ; and then a dar-
ing spirit fired a :
osene and &
struggle prevented it from spreading,
and the fire was y :

€ 1 Care ¥y ten -
that it might cook food and fight the

killing frost.. On, this crazy hulk the

men lived for five days and |nights,
until the sea went down. They now
resolved to abandon her and make for
land. But no sooner had they ' pro.
visioned the lifeboat than a monstrous

the first victim be the last; for these|sea dashed it against the side of the

derelict and utterly destroyed it. ‘A
ccuple of days latér, however, when
the helpless craft was drifting about,
a hundred miles off the New Jarsey
coast, the British steamer Queens-
more bore down upon her and  took
off the suffering men. Thereafter the
Alma Cummings was reported five
times drifting across the Atlantic, and
perhaps a year later she was seen far
to the south near the Hquator, hav-
ing been hurned to the water’s edge
by erews that had boarded. her, hopéng

ut
below ‘the water's edge. the fire would
not go, for ths decks ‘were-too wet to
burn, and, the derelict persisted be-
cause her timber cargo bore her up.
There came a long period of silence
about the schodmer; but one autuinn
day she grounded near Colon, where
she was broken up by’ the Indians of
Panamgk ¥

Not 1less remarkable is the record
of the American schooner Fannie I,
Wolsten. . She was adrift for four
years, and travelled nearly ten thous-
and miles. Abandoned off Cape Hat-
teras, she drifted north with the Gulf
stream; but a sudden gale drove - her
south again, and -she . .staggered. into
the dreaded Sargasso Sea—that mys-
terious region of weeds and wracks,

- into a can
ted a blaze. A wﬁ thro

80 dreaded by every sailor. Here the
wulk lay -hidden for two years. Then,
as it alive with malice, she shot out of
that forbidden sea, ahd was sighted
off Florida pursuing an errati¢'course
northward.  She described two vast
circles' off the Virginia coast, and at
last w to pleces

shores of New Jerse:

was reported no fewer {

times. « She crossed her own, track at
least 'a dozen times; and in spite of

jher long battle with the storms she

appeared -as ‘staunch as ever to
anxious -observers, whose _days . and

sides  like !nights

Ats she made hideous with fear.
The. records of the hydrographic of-
of New York and London tell
strange tales. There was the Fred B.
Taylor, adrift for ninety-three sum-
mer days—a most peculiar wreck
floating bow upward. All such are
carefully reported for thd benefit of
navigation. Five years ago the cap-
tain of a tramp rounding Cape Horn
beheld a New Bedford whaler frozen
into an iceberg.. The vagaries of
bergs, by the way, are well known,
for just as . vast masses,. weighing

thousands of  to; f :
t the sun’s ‘& yerin
pinnacles . aboye water . throw queer
somersaults. . It ‘was . thoyght this
dereliet whaler had grounded on the
berg and. later on been,garried high-in-
to the. air, where. icy sprays had fixed
her sursly upon her high pedestal of

blue green ice. ' Stk i !

~Fantastic as this cage is, it is by no
means unique. - The Newfoundland
fishing schooner Albion was deserib-
ed in 1893 in‘precisely the sams plight;
and not even in fictlon can one im-
agine a meore dramatic episode than
the slow procession' of her berg and
its satellites "through  the
fleets of the Grand Banks, whose
crews gazed up in awe at the phantom
ship, upreared on' her shining pedestal.
. A derelict ‘steeréd by a dead man’s
hand is worth recordipg. ' That was
thd sight that met the eyes of men on
board the ship Ariebis last year in the
Pagiffe. The man had lashed himself
‘to/the wheel, and, and had died or
n struck dead in some trémendous
storm. And there he staod, apparent-
ly nerved and erect, with cold hands
grasping thé spokes, and sightless oyes
that seemed to steer ahead. The mas-
ter and officers of the Arfebis scuttled
the derelict and sent her lone watcher
into the depths to 4. fitting burial.
There are some. derelicts which de-
serve the name only because they are
found ‘on the h h'seas with not a liv-
ing person on board.,’ . Search the
whole maritime .annals ., through, and
you. will find no more \ amazing in-
stance than that of-the Marie Celeste.-
Her. very name. stands - for a weirdly
fantastic story of the sea. One fine
morning in 1887 8he Teft New York

trawling |

for London with a crew of thirteen
including the master’s wife and young
child. . A British bark sighted her in
mid-Atlantic a fortnight later; ‘but
not a sign of life did she give when
hailed in the International Code. The
British captain, greatly puszzled, tried
every means known = at sea, but in
vain, He could hardly believe it pos-
Sible that so trim ldoking a ship was
derelict and abandoned. He sent a
boat to her; and strange indesd was
the story—or absence of it—revealed
by an exhaustive séarch, high and
low.  The boats were in their davits,
the hull undamaged, the cargo intact.
The bellying sails were set; the men’s
weekly wash hung above  the . fore-
castie. A sun awning  coyvered the
poop. Rigging and spars, binnacls and
wheel and rudder—all were in perfect
order; as also were the sallors’ kits,
and.even the savory dinners set out
in the forecastle. In the little cabin
was the sewing machine of the cap-
tainys wife, and under its needle 'a
baly’s nightgown. In the chart room
the chrenometer
cash box was: found‘ well filled; -and
the log book was found ' posted to.
Wwithin® forty-eight hours of the visit.
Every . record showed the. pasBage un-
eventful and favorable. Indeed, . the
Searchers could see at a glance that
the trim ship had passed through  no
storm. ~Of piracy of. murder. or a
struggle of any kind, there was no evi-
dence. Yet thirteen living .creatures
had disappeared as if spirited away
into. the great deep by some agency
not of this earth. The United States
government spared no efforts to solve
this, one of the strangest of all the
sea’s mysteries, but no clue has ever
been found.

Not less uncanny and disturbing
was the story of the brig Resolven,
Newfoundland for Labrador, which
was picked up one sunny August day
by the British gunboat Mallard. The
Resolven, 'too; had her sails set, ' her
side lights burning, her = galiey fire
lighted as if for dinner. Everything,

was in perfect order; and a big bag
of gold, supposed to_have been for the
purpose of buying & éargo of fish, was
found lying intact in a locker. - The

ohn’s, 'and there every one awaited
news of the eleven men of-the crew.
But nothing has been heard or them
from that day to -this. >

Thess cases are the stranger ‘when
one renfembers what. térrible -suffer-
ings sailormen’ have endured and liv-
ed through. One May day four years
ago -the. Norwegian schooner Ziggen
was almost knocked to .pleces in-a
hurricane. - For six days her twelve
hands were afloat on the derelict huH,

_The humbls and patriotic . group

gathered on If.he quarter deck, and the
. e A N
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as in the case of the Marie Celeste, drove her

arship towed the brig back ‘to St.|derelicts at once—two water

(lashed. by gales and snow storms. - [make a Hundred.

captain actually read the burial ser-
vice, believing their death was only a
matter of minutss. Yet even while he
was - reciting prayers a steamers
smoke appeared on “the horizon, and
before long the big Pennsylvania bore
down on them and took off the des-
pairing mariners. - The Ziggen was
the worst kind of derelict—wooden
builf and lumber laden. For that rea-
son she haunted the sea for many and
many a day. Iron ships will open up
and sink rapidly, but the stout planks
of a wooden vessel give her rare buoy-
ancy against the’onslaughts of the sea
and she is virtually unsinkable if the
whole of the interior is likewise of
timber.

Every /derelict: has ‘its own
some more. terrible-‘than others. That
of the bark Florence K.© Edgett,
wrecked ‘on 'the Caribbean in 1902, is
remarkable. ‘ She ‘left Nova Scotia or
Buenos Ayres; and besides the crew
of ten carried also the captain’s young
wife,-a girl of twenty-thres. A couple
of months later came the dread hurri-

story,

ticked  cheerily; alcane, that left only jagged stumps in-

stead of masts, swept overhbard the
deck load, demolished the bulwarks,
uprooted the de buses, flooded the
holds, - And yet evén with cabin and
fo’c’sle ‘awash, and most of the  pro-
visions. ruined, the ten men and a girl
remained by their ship for  four long
weeks,  rigging jury masts to work
her toward land, and burning flares of
distress by night. It would be diffi-
cult to describe the long days in an
open boat across hundreds of miles of
stormy ocean, with each individual re-
duced to a drink of water and three
ounces of bread a day, and - with a
tropic sun blistering every exposed
part of their bodies.  During the whole
forty -days between‘the fatal storm
‘and the sighting of land they saw not
one ship. Yet they were saved; and
the derelict they left behind was sight-
ed many times. Bhe drifted at last
into.the Sargasso Sea, which seéms to
lure all these carcasses to its tangled
and matted bosom- No doubt a storm
forth again-—another re-
eruit for the sea’s army of destruction.

It 1s amazing how numerous are
these dangerous waifs. One Febru-
ary day the ship Inchisla beheld three
: logged
schooners and a brig turned upside
down. And the Strathmuir' beheld
one vessel burning, and another along-
side her dismantled off Cape Cod.
Many a narrow escaps, too, is record-
ed from these perils. One night the
steamer Virgil passed between the two
masts .of a sunkeh derelict, and- yet
most marvelously escaped injury.
" The distance covered by a derelict
depends .upon her condition. Some
will drift .a mile a day, others will
One of them with
salls set will follow a course as closes
ly as though a human hand was at

her wheel; another. will,

shown, zigzag through every

is said that thirty per cent.
floating develicts are Seen

down, and that in such a way - !
able to rip the bottoms out of n. °
that collide with them. -

Now each maritime nation aticy
to its own derelicts, and even
out warships to demolish they
big guns or torpedoes; or the d« !
may be destroyed by fire or by o, -
ming. That they offer a very «
passive resistance, however,
seen by the painful experienc.
United States cruiser Atlanta.
sighted the derelict British sc
Golden Rod one day, floatine |
upward near the New South
And since the American seah
éspecially afflicted with dereli
naval captains have omders to q
them on sight.

For this reason the Atlanta
fire upon the Golden Rod. Sou
like forty shots were put into t1'
but only four exploded in her.
she showed no sign of sinking,
then it was decided to ram her
first blow sliced off the de
stern; a second sheered away a
section; and the third impact « he
[her amidships and bore her along g,
some distance. N

The fourth stroke-split the Golden
Rod in two, while the fifth tore o
her under body and scattered her car-
g0 of barrels on the sea’s face. Un-
fortunately it was seen that this v,
had seriously strained the oryi
stem, and she was forced to go
dock on reaching port, where it
found that she had sustained consig
erable damage.

Now, however, the government hag
decided to build for the revenue cutter
service a vessel of an entirely nev
type, expressly for destroying derelic:,
She will have a steaming radius of
five .thousand miles without stopping
to coal; and among her equipment are
several powerful derricks, together
with the most improved life saving
apparatus, and a magazine filled wity
guncotton and other high explosives,
which if  scientifically distributeq
would clear all the lanes of navigation
of this terror of the sea. This new
enemy of derelicts will have her fiel]
clearly marked by Nova Scotia on the
north, the Bahamas on the south, and
mid Atlantic on the east,

The other gide of the ocean will ha
patrolled by derelict huntine ships of
Great Britain or other European pow-
ors; from which it will be seen that all

t|{the governments are thoroughly alive

to the importance of clearing the seas
of hapless hulks, which at present are
in effect dumb, helpless pirates, proy-
ing upon the comerce of all nations.—
William. G. Fitz-Gerald in N,»Y. Tri-
bune Magazine,

ixtraordinar

* London Times, July 28: An extra-
ordinary general meeting of the Navy
" Tueague, which lasted for three hours,
was held at Caxton-hall, Westmin-~

ster, yesterday afterhoon, to discuss a
resolution on the general policy of the
league brought forward by a number
of its members, who contend that the
executive has acted in direct opposi-
tion to the league’s aims by ceasing
to urge increase of naval strength, and
in acquiescing in - and defending var-
ious naval reductions. Great interest
had been aroused in the meeting by
the statement of the majority of the
executive that-if the resolutlon were

‘was, consequently, a large attendance,
many ladies being among the audience.
. Mr. Yerburgh, the president, occu-
pied the chair, and in his introductory
speech said that what in efect the
meeting had to decide was whether
or not the committee had adequately
and properly carried out the duties
entailed upon them by the constitution
‘of the lezgue. He associated himself
in the fullest possible manner with
the majority of the committee .in the
expression of their intention to re-
sign_ if an amendment which it was
proposed to move to the resolution
were defeated and the resolution were
carried. An unintentional mistake had
been made In associating with the
committee in that matter four-of its
members who had not expressed their
intention of resigning should the re-
solution ‘be ‘carried. Accordingly. all
those who had sent proxies were no-
tified of the error, and given an oppor-
tunity of withdrawing their proxies.
After disclaiming any -intention to
prevent those unfavorable to the com-

B O PR o T LIRS Ry
mittee’ from:being heard at the pre-
vious meeting he explained the present
method of procedure, ‘which, he said,
was aimed at getting the real sense
of the members as to-the action of the
committee. i« *iaad

~Mr.: Horton-Smith said that he and
those who acted with him also desir-
‘ed to get at the real opinion of the
members, and therefore, if they did
not succeed on tHe votes in the room
they would demand a poH. To avoid
the calling of another meeting, he
suggested that members = should : be
given an opportunity of voting both
upon the amendment and.the resolu-
tion by means of tickets.-
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by  meeting the resolution with an
amendment .instead of a negative. Had
they faced the resolution directly they
would have placed’ themselves in an
impossible position. . They. résted their
case before on the contention that_the
subject of strategy was a subject.for-
bidden! {0/ the Navy League, and that
the: amendment moved at the annual
meeting was really aimed against the
admiralty. and Sir John Fisher, where-!
as -they. (the committee) expressed
absolute confidence, in the present
naval administration and in Sir John
Fisher, and their conviction of -the
safety of the ‘country at that time.
But since the meeting the subject of

The Chairman said -he: wished to|strategy had been dealt with in an

avoid technjcalities, and if the amend-
ment were not ‘carried he was pre-
pared to take it that the sense of the
meeting was in favor of the resolu-
tion. - He understood it to be agreed
that the proxy list. as it had been
settled stood. 3 s

Mr. Horton-Smith replied that no
proxy-list had beep settled. .The scru-
tiny of. it.'was a matter of consider-
able difficulty, and could not possibly
be finished that: day, &

Scrutineers - having. been -appointed,

Mr: H. F. Wyatt, late Navy League
envoy to the colonies and the former
hon. sec. of the league, moved the re-
solution, a summary of which appear-
ed:in the Times of yesterday.  He said
that neither he nor Mr .Horton-Smith
wishéd to impute personal unfairness
to Mr. Yerburgh, whom they heéld in
the' highest respect, but:they contend-
ed that the arrangements made at the
annual meeting worked out to their
disadvantage. The majority of the
committee were, he thought, wise in
escaping a direct issue on this occasion

article in the league’s journal, which
laid down the law upon strategy. As
Admiralty and Sir John Fisher was
criticized, what he said was not aimed
at the servant but at the master, that
was to say, the Cabinet. Butthe com-
mittee themselves had since brought
@ most tremendous indictment against
Sir John Fisher, and had declared.in
articles- published broadcast that he
was solely responsible for the present
unsatisfactory strategical position.
They had taken up a different attitude
altogether, and if they were right now,
they' were wrong then. He contended

‘that they had been totally wrong in

the line they had taken. The navy
b e, it was often  said, had not
much -power. But fthe navy ‘league
was considered to be typical of the
opinion of this country. It was gen-
erally regarded as representing the
extreme forward party in regard to
naval policy in this country. He wish-
ed it was true, but it was not. It was
supporting the reduction of the naval
estimates by £6,000,000 ,supporting a

’ j
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stifling public op

ity; but they hagd mot had the courage
of thelr .own conviections. They had
acted in. opposition to the league’s aims
as defined in its constitution they had
been lamentably weak, and-in the last
few, months had.made the league a
fnational curse. instead of a -national
blessing. (Cheers.)) - R

Mr. Horton-Smith
the motion,

Sir John Gray Hill, chairman of the
executive committee of the Liverpool
branch of the league, moved the
ameéndment, which has also been pub-
lished in the Times. He_  said the
Liverpool ' branch ‘had passed a reso-
lutfon of confidence in the executive
committee, and, if''the resolution pro-
posed at this meeting were carried,
the leading members of the Liverpool
braneh committee would resign. They
could not put questions of strategy to
& Ppopular vote at the present time;
all' they could do was to demand of
the government that the navy should
be properly equipped and cast the re-
sponsibility upon’ ‘them. The great
object of the league was to instruct
péople on the question of danger, and
urge them .to' induce parliament and
the government to put things  right.
The speakern proceeded to describe at
some; length” the work of, the ‘Liver-
pool ~branch;: and he was- frequently
interrupted by members of the au-
dience, but the chairman ruled him to
be in order.. He sald the committee,
80 far from being censured, deserved
their thanks, for. its ‘members had
steered ' successfully that  difficult
course between agitating too much and
agitating too lttle,’ The result,of vot-

formally “seconded

: - ©
no dl:hq‘noi‘able_,;ﬁpﬁg 2, no insincer-|’

the league. g :
Mr. Gretton, M.P.,. seconded the
amendment. He said the Navy Leagug|:

'ing against them would be to break’ up ’h’tbéfs-&eﬁf 16 the preés

was ‘prepared .to: act at the proper
time - in’ pushing forward boldly ang
vigorously a ship-building programme
which. would ‘be amply sufficient for |
the country. ‘ 3 ‘

A long discussion ensued. ‘The first
of the' speakers was Mr. F. T. Jane,
who ‘was called upon to withdraw. a
statement that the country had been’
called upon to cut the mavy down “fo.
please-a few dirty little radicals of the
Socialist order.” There was more op-’
position when he said he had brought
from Portsmouth the message = that
they were “well on the way to imitate
the pro-Boers.” Instead of being the
mouythpiece of those who believed in a]
forward policy, the Navy League had
become nothing but an adjunct of the
government. Mr. Nield, M.Py while
declaring the present government to
be the most incompetent government
ever got -together, said the result .of
the election announced that day was
one of the surest indications of the
folly at the present time of trying to
create an agitation against the present
rulers in' naval matters:. Mr. Leo
Maxse declared that it was only by
agitation that we cpuld hepe 4o main-
tain our naval supremacy, Mr. Haygs
Fishert spoKe in' sipport of tHe amend-
ment, and declared that ‘there was no
sign at the present time that any
members of the Liberal party would
Join them in an agitation against the
government. t

Mr. Horton-Smith said he had nu:
merous letters deploring the paralysis
lof the Navy Ieague, and, in view of 'its
attitude and inaction, one began to ses

though Sir  Henry

tain that standard. The Navy League
‘had’ itself, in a letter to the press,
‘Stated that the two-power standard
was gone.

all that time its executive committee
had’ been stitting still and doing nb-.

amendment and Mr. J, Jackson op-
posed it.

half .of -the executive committee:

to- take .whatever action
sibly: could to . see

wonder whether
existed at all.. He dealt at some length
with. the ‘history of the dispute with

The: chairman said he understood that
it° was, Mr. Hortoh-Smith’s intention
to demand a poll.

a5
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on both- sides:
The govéernmént had 'not maintained
the two-power standard. They came in
meaning to threw it overboard, and
f ampbell-Banner~
man ‘sald the British navy was today
in ‘possession of “a tow-power stand-
ard, there’ was no 'Intention to main-

That standard was alluded
to by the presideént of the league at
the annual meeting as the one thing
upon  which the navy league would
stake its existénce. Yet for years
past the navy league had been say-
ing in their annual reports and .let-
ters ‘to the press that the two-power
standard was. béing abandoned, and.

thing. ok ;
Mr. Ainslie §poke in support of the

The Chairman then replied on be-

said the committee were pledged in
the -amendment, should danger arise,
they pos-
that the proper
standard was maintained.

the . Navy League

the .committee of the league and the
Mr. Wyatt having replied, .
The voting papers were called for.

Under the articles
of association he had a right to direct
when the poll should be taken. To

He|’

an ey ~a¢ i

he did:mot call for a show of hands,
but it was decided tkat the voting
should be taken in W ,way which really
was a poll, and that the proxies should
be dealt with as arranged.

Mr.’ Horton-Smith took the point
that until a poll had been demanded
no poll could be granted and proxles
could miot be used. He gave the chair-
man warning that the league was a
company and that the matter must
be' dealt with legally. The taking of
tickets was a mere matter of conven-
ience, and proxies ought not to be In-
troduced wuntil a poll was demanded.
If the chaiman went behind on the
understanding on which they had act-
ted he would be wrong in law and the
proceedings would be invalid.

The Chairman 'said, amid cheers,
that he was prepared to take the risk.
He wanted to get the true vote of the
members. The proxies would not be
mixed  with the voting papers. He
subsequently announced the result as
follows®
Votes given in the room for the

Amendment s. .. s ‘es oo w. 13
BESINBL o, oo va ou 6w 2% ve we 87

Majority against... ov wa ws =« 14
Proxies for the amendment .. 847
ABalnst oo o4 e oo ve 95 oy oo 556

Majority of proxies for the

amend@ment .. s. cv sé-vs oa- 291

The Chairman said the proxies
were subject to scrutiny. The gentle-
man who represented the resolution
had demanded that the exact letter of
the law should be followed and that
those who had not paid their sub-
scriptions up to date would not be al-
lowed to vote.

meet the convenience of the meeting
.75

‘What the United States government
is doing to preserve the private forests
and wood lots of the country is told in
a circular recently issued from Wash-

ington. The high price of lumber and
the . lessening production make the
subject one of national and indeed in-
ternational importance. In Canada are
some of the greatest timber reserves
in the world and in Canada has been
seen a waste of lumber that can be
compared only to the waste or destruc-
tion of the buffalo. We may not be so
near the end of our tether as are our
{American cousins,  but there is none
the less reason why we should not
‘profit' by the expedients that have been
made necessary by the desperateness
of other condition.

‘The forest lands - of ‘the TUnited
States are owned by the government,
by tha State, or by private individuals
‘and corporations, private ownership
controlling the greater part of the
timber now standing. It is much
easier to put into effect stringent laws
concerning the care of publicly-owned
forests than to prevent waste and
neglect of timber on private land, es-
pecially when the individual holdings
‘are small and the owners have not
Jearned their value and their possibili~
‘ties . The Federal Department of Ag-
riculture has therefore set itself the
task of educating the small owners
and hopes to establish scientific re.
forestration by touching the self-inter-
est of the proprietors. ©One method
48 to issue pamphlets and grcular;
showing the per treatment of

out experts to make personal examina
tions and give ‘specidl advice. 4
Everyone knows how successful both
these methods, and especially the lat-
ter, have been in forming opinion: on
such subjects as dairying, cheese-mak-
ing, etc., and there is no apparent rea-
son why the :same principle shoull
not apply to forestry, One point that
is too often. lost sight of is the large
number of. farmers who are-affected.
Through a scoré of States nearly every
farm has its wood lot, and the same
condition applies in Ontario. - Indeed,/
it .has be=n said that in_tens of thou-~
sands of cases the wood lot has made
successful farming possible, for if the
farmer had to be at any greater ex-
pense than that of cutting and haul-
ing the wood for fences, fuel and' tha
score;'of purpeses for which wood is
used about a farm, his margin of pro-
fit would be eaten up.
. If a farmer who has a' wood 1ot de~
sires an expert's advice as to its pro-
per care, he has only to drop-a line
to the Department of Agticulture
and in a few days a trained forester
"will pay him a visit.,' "He will examine
the lot, pick out the trees to be felled
and show how they can be cut most
economiecally. He will glso advise that
certain other trees, which the non-ex-
pert would be sure to cut on account
of’ their size, should be left to furnish
seed. If necessary, a working plan of
the lotNwill be made, by: which the
farmer may guide himself for a gen-
eration. - Should the plan be of gen-
eral advantage to the - nelshborhood,k
the ‘department’s charge for making

pro atm
wooded -Jands; .and another is to send

it is'less ‘than if ‘it' should ‘be of value
: ¢

Y

HOW ‘the State Helps the Farmer|

only to the owner “of the lot. The
other expenses are shared by the de~
partment and :the farmer, the latter
paying the traveling and living ex-
penses of the expert from Washington,
or from the local .depot that is his
headquarters. y g

Unless the report is satisfactory,
the owner of the langd is not required to
put it into effect, but if it is approv-
ed ‘he is required to follow directions
and send occasional reports to Wash-
ington for the use of the burcau and
as a basis for calculating the valiie
of the department. Any tract from
flve acres up may be examined. Once
the impression is removed from  the
mind of timber owners that the pur-
pose ¢f the government is to dis-
courage the cutting of timber, . the
Forestry Bureau should become very
popular; but ‘at present the idea per-
sists that the: government wants all
the standing trées saved. The real
situation may be described by saying
that whereas an individual owner may
want to make $1,000 from his: timber
4n one year, and nothing thereafter,,
the aim of the government is to
guarantee him 4 perpetual income of
$200 annually.

" Private owners- as a rule are not
concerned with such. large questions
as ‘the influence  of standing  timber
upon weather and waterfall, but the
government that fails to tdake aceonunt
of these - vital' problems connives
‘at the destruction of the nation. " A
timberless country is only one remove
fgomga sunless land, and the day that

i Queer Trade

There are several ttades which pro-
vids men and women with good livings
simply because they enjoy an excep~
tionally ‘keen sense of smell. 'Scent-
miakers, for example, need 'someons
with a very delicatd sense of smell to
aid them In mixing the ingredients of
perfumes. in proper. proportions. Queen
Alexandra’s favorite, perfume—violet—
costs £10 per ounce bottle, and it has
run the gauntlett of five professional
“smellers” before it is passed as being
‘correctly blénded and ready: for her
majesty’'s. use. Some of the leading
firms . of perfume makers pay their
“smellers” from. £4 to £7 a ‘week.
Contractors for the lighting of streets,
large public buildings and pleasure
grounds often engage ' “smellers” to
find escapes of gas, one shilling being
generally paid for each escape report-
ed. Some. of | these men frequently
make over £3 in a'single week, the
result being that in many casaes the
fee has been reduced to nine pence per
escape reported~=London World.

o
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Better Late Than Never.

Sir Walter Seott began to write his
celebrated novels at forty. Milton be-
gan ‘“Paradise Lost” at fifty. When
“East Lynne” appeared its . author,
Mrs. Henry Woods, ~was - forty-five.
Cromwell was forty-ona when he be-
gan his public career. ‘The year of the
hegira was the fifty-third of Moham-
med, and Marlborough reached his in-
dependent command at the same age.
In spiritual examples Abraham was
seventy-five when called out of Charan
and Moses was eighty when he stood

The Many Curiosities of Insurance

Throughout her long career on. the
operatic stage Mme. Patti has beén
more heavily insured against accident,
cold, or disease, than any other ar-
tiste. 'When touring, 35,0 a night
is the usual ameunt for which Mme.
Patti has been underwritten by those
interested in the fulfilment of her con-
tracts, for which a premium of $125
each twenty-four hours is paid. In
addition - to this, the golden voice it-
self is permanently insured by its
owner for many thousands against to-
tal loss.

Under the management of - Mr.
Charles Frohman, Herr Kubelik's
“bow” hand was insured for no less
than. $10,000 sgainst accidents which
might temporarily prevent the great
violinist from fulfilling his engage-
ments, while in the event of total dis-
ablement of his right hand the sum of
$50,000 would have been paid by the
unique “risk.”

Paderewski’'s hands are protected in
like manner-for somewhat -similar
amounts, and the brilliant pianoforte-
player writés a cheque annually for a
large sum: to cover the premiums in
connection therewith. ;

It is mot generally known that the
late Prof. Huxley was the first in-
dividual to insure eyesight against ac-
cident or disease. The savant” valued
his vision at the modest figure = of
$25,000, and for this, up to the time
of his ‘death, he paid one. of the lead-
ing insurance companies $500 a year.

‘When Consul, the famous chimpan-
zee, succumbed to the vagaries of the
British climate, Lloyd's was reported

‘the es disappear announces the im-
'pending ruin'of the natien. ;

before Pharaoh ag the champion of IS~
Tael, &

‘Lto have Dbeen hit to the tune of $100,-

paid on the demise of an animal, al-
though at Liloyd’s several
race horses are insured for even grea-

Lloyd’s will accept practically any risk
under the sun from an ocean grey-
hound to twins, it draws the!line at,
bull-pups, and no business of this na-
ture is accepted by the underwriters.
‘With regard to twins, seven guineas
per cent, was the premium paid re-
cently by an expectant, and probably
anxious ®tlient.

sonages are insured afford interesting
reading.
about three-quarters' of a million ster-
ling, while the Prince of Wales runs
his august parent comparatively close
with half. a ‘million.
cent troubles have earned him con-
siderable attention from speculators
who- gamble in human life,
sum of a million sterling was recently
named by a prominent German banker
as‘a probable estimate of the figure
for which the harassed monarch 1s
iusured on ‘the continent alone.
most heavily insured monarch was

paid premiums on his own life to the
extent of one
pounds,
companies among whom the risk was
divided were very hard hit by his as-
sassination.

throne she seemed so fragile that the
merchant princes of the day, who had
suffered great losses from the death of
George IV, and-again so soon after

000, probably the greatest sum ever
valuable
ter sums. to while

Strange say,

The amounts for which royal per-

The king is insured for

The Czar’s re-

and the

The
the late King Humbert of Italy, who

and ‘a half milion
so that the many insurance

When the late queen ascended the

by the demise of William IV, : !
themselves of the statute permi
insurance of the monarch; and W
later, Queen Victoria married, thou
mands of pelicies wers taken out by
interested traders covering the first
year of her marriage.

So far as our present ruler’s
concerned there is no gambling—
is, insurance effected by persons
are merely speculating, and who
no real stake in the life of his 1
Jesty, and an “insurable interest’
nowadays a sine qua non in app!
for a poilcy on the life of the king.

The postponement of the corona-
tion procession owing to King Eil-
ward’s illness dealt the insurance com-
panies almost as severe a blow as
the recent San Francisco calarmiiy,
and, when one remembers similar ni-
tional disasters which have touchc!l
the pockets of the insurance corpori-
tions from time to time for hug»
sums, it would appear that the lot 0
an underwriter, big or little, can har
1y’ be a happy one.

O

America’s Vertical Limits.

The 'Geological survey's determina-
tion of the highest and lowest lan 1
the United States is a fresh remin
of the smallness of the vertical ras
of the habitable globe. These po
are both in Southern California, o!
75 miles apart, Mt. Whitney reach
8 foot or two over 14,500 feet abo:
séa’ level, while Death Valley sin
276 feet below that level,
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