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munition was being wasted they oeaeed fir- some of these suburban municipalities 
ing. When, all was quiet Mr. Finlayson ap
peared upon the bastion, and making signs 
that he wanted to speak to the chief, he 
quietly remonstrated with the noble red 
man on the folly of what he and his tribe 
were doing, and in order to show 
him what he oonld do if he were so minded, 
he said to him “ Know you not I could 
with one motion of my finger blow you all 
into the bay ! And I will do it, too. See 
your houses yonder ! ” “And instantly upon 
the word a nine pounder belched forth with 
astounding noise a load of grape shot, tear
ing into splinters the cedar lodge at which, 
it was pointed."

Mr. Finlayson had previously sent a 
friendly Indian to the lodge who spread a 
report which so frightened the women and 
children who were in it that they ran off to 
the woods, and it was not until he saw the 

"man’s signal that he ordered the cannon to 
be discharged. The Indians were so sur
prised by the mischief done by the 
and, no doubt, by the terrific noise it made, 
that they soon came to terms and paid for 
the cattle they had killed.

It was owing to this humane and clever 
way of dealing with the Indians, as well as 
their honesty and their truthfulness, that 
the servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
were, in Vancouver Island as well as in all 
the Northern part of the Continent, so 
ceaeful in dealing with the native tribes.

Mr. Bsgg in a plain and unpretentious, 
though it may be in a rather discursive way, 
tells the story of British Columbia's discov 
cry, early settlement and later development.
His book contains a great deal of informa
tion not readily acoesaible; much of it is 
edifying and entertaining reading, and it 
will be of great value as a work of reference

It is, besides, a very neat book,well print
ed and well bound. It is illustrated by the 
portraits of many men who were notable at 
different periods of the colony’s history, and 
there is in it, too, an excellent map of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway on which are 
marked in red lines the routes taken by the 
early explorers of the Hudson Bay Company.
The book is evidently the product of hard 
and conscientious labor, and is a valuable 
addition to the historical works of the Do
minion of Canada.

XEbe Colonist trusted. Co 
the undenominational principle be rigidly 
maintained, Met a school in which the 
teacher is permitted to outrage the feelings 
of persons of any religious persuasion cannot 
be said in any true sense to be non-sectarian. 
To us the duty of the Trustees seems so 
plain that we cannot understand how they 
could make any mistake about It. They 
should first find out whether the teacher 
has committed the offence laid to his 
charge, and then, if he were found guilty, 
dispense with his services with the least 
possible delay.

honesty demande that period —so Idng as the complaint is confined 
to the farmers.

When the Mark Lane Express says that 
the English farmer is reduced to “ desperate 
straits,” it is worse than foolish for any 
Canadian free trader, so called, to try to 
make his countrymen believe that English 
farmers are very well off and that they live 
easy lives. Further evidence of the straits 
to which these farmers, in a country which 
has had half a century’s experience of free 
trade, are reduced, is contained in the fol
lowing paragraph from the same paper :

We must note that 242 farmers entered 
into deeds of arrangements during the year, 
which, strange to say, is exactly the 
number as last year. This, of course, is 
practically bankruptcy, although there may 
be technical differences. Further than this, 
469 farmers have found it necessary to give 
bills of sale over their belongings during the 
twelve months—a fact which shows how 
serious their position must have been. We 
sincerely trust the New Tear may prove 
better ; and we wish that we could think so, 
but—alas I the outlook is still black.

There are, we dare say, Canadian journal
ists and politicians who will declare that the 
prospect of the British farmer is bright, but 
what intelligent man will believe them when 
the Mark Lane Express declares that it is 
black ? If after fifty years of free trade the 
British farmers are in 11 desperate straits ” 
what warrant have the farmers of the Do
minion to conclude that they would'be 
better off if Mr. Laurier should obtain for 
them the same kind of free trade ? Like 
causes produce like effects, and the trade 
system under which British agriculture 
languishes is not likely to be beneficial to 
Canadian agriculture.

reverse of successful. Harold Frederio 
would hardly venture to speak tf Mr. 
Blake in the contemptuous way in which he 
does if that gentleman stood high in the 
estimation of the Liberal party or of the 
British public. The special correspondent 
is quick to discern how a public man is 
regarded by his party and by politicians 
generally, and it is pretty safe to judge 
of the place which any particular party 
man occupies in the public esteem 
by the way he is mentioned in the 
epondent’s letters. Mr. Frederio would 
certainly not speak as slightingly of a 
man who was highly valued by the party to 
which he belongs as he does of Mr. Blake. 
It Is quite possible that it is not Mr. Blake’s 
faults, but bis virtues, that cause him to be 
Hghtly esteemed by the Home Ruler:
Blake was never popular in political . 
to Canada. AU were willing to admit that 
he was an able man and a good man, but 
there were very few, comparatively, who 
could honestly say that they liked him 
leader.

It to no discredit to Mr. Blake that he 
has not been successful in politics. It is 
evident by thh time, we think, that he 
is not endowed with the q 
toot and disposition which 
tioal leader must possess. It seems to us 
that it would be as reasonable to reproach 
him with- not being a great painter or a great 
actor as to condemn him because hie parlia
mentary career in Canada and in Great Brit
ain has not been brilliant. The mistake 
which Mr. Blake has made is in remaining 
in publio life after he had good reason to 
conclude that he was not fitted by nature to 
succeed in politics. He should have been 
contented with being a great lawyer.

Sv would have remained sleepy villages, 
stationary as to population, and others 
of them would never have had aa 
existence at alL We may add 
that we are very far from accusing Mr. 
Laurier cf having intentionally attempted 
to deceive his hearers and the country at 
large. He most likely beUeved that the 
figures which he gave were in every respect 
correct. He is not a business man and it 
probably never entered his head that there 
were faces and circumstances toft out of his 
calculations that ought to have been taken 
into consideration, and that if due weight 
had been given to them hie conclusions 
would have been materially different. The 
candid reader will therefore have to admit 
that in political calculations it to not safe to 
place too much reliance on mere figures.

WHAT THE CONVENTIONS 
TAUGHT.

Those who listened to the very interest
ing discussion at the conventions of the 
horticulturists and the dairymen must have 
come to the conclusion that it to impossible 
to grow good fruit and to make the best 
butter without taking a great deal of pains. 
It oould be seen that both in fruit-growing 
and in butter-making the greatest-as well as 
the most constant attention must be paid to 
detail. Neglect, carelessness and ignorance 
are the greatest enemies to success. The hap
py go lucky style will never do either 
in the orchard or the dairy. And 
it is the same in cultivating flowers. Plants 
and trees have hosts of enemies, animal and 
vegetable. These enemies must be watched 
assiduously or the labors of years may be 
lost in a season or two. Insects almost too 
small to be seen by the naked eye and vege
table growths which appear to the uninitiat
ed to be harmless or of but little conse
quence, may, if left to do their work or to 
grow, do an amount of mischief which it 
will be most difficult to repair. The fruit 
raiser and the floriculturist must be always 
on the watch. They must not only know 
what to do in every exigency, but they most 
be ready to do it at the right time and in 
the right way. From what the attentive 
listener to the discussions heard he was 
forced to the conclusion that preparing the 
ground for an orchard or garden and plant
ing trees and sowing seeds are the toast part 
of the work. To the careful orohardtot and 
gardener trees and plants are the objects of 
the greatest solicitude. He cannot afford to 
neglect them for a week."

It is much the same with the dairy. The 
man who wants to make his dairy a success 
most take great pains in the choice of his 
cows. They should be of the best breeds ; 
they should be in good health ; they must 
be well housed and well fed. Milk being 
an exceedingly delicate fluid and most 
susceptible of contamination, it must be 
treated with the utmost care. It should 
never by any chance be exposed to in
fluences which destroy its purity or injure 
its flavor. The quality of the butter made 
from it depends upon the care that is taken 
to keep it pure and sweet. The reason why 
there is so much inferior butter and so much 
ill-flavored milk to that sufficient care to not 
taken to keep the cows under favorable con
ditions, and to protect the milk from 
tamlnating influences.

It may be said that it is too much bother to 
be continually fussing about trees and plants, 
and to take as much care of cows as if they 
were human beings. But if it oould be 
proved that this care and attention pay in 
the long run, that in fact success is impossi
ble without them, the people who talk in this 
way might be induced to change their views. 
The lesson which the convention taught to a 
necessary and a wholesome one. What has 
ruined a great number of fruit trees in the 
gardens of the town and its suburbs t Sim
ply want of attention. Trees which could 
be made to yield good crops of fruit are now, 
for want of proper looking after, nothing 
but nests for all kinds of insect pests and 
centres from which disease to spread. What 
gardens and what grounds in the city and 
suburbs are the most beautiful and in the 
most flourishing condition ! Those that are 
beat attended to—those with which "the 
greatest pains are taken. It has in this 
Province become a desirable object to raise 
the best fruit, but the best fruit can only be 
raised by those who know how to treat the 
trees and who do not think time spent in 
taking care of them wasted.

It is precisely the same with the dairies. 
A complete revolution has been effected in 
dairy management in several parts of Cana
da. Farmers have found that it pays to 
treat their cows well and to have proper 
utensils for keeping the milk sweet and 
dean. The result to the big export of cheese 
and butter and the cash which those dairy 
products bring Into the country. Canadian 
farmers are finding that carelessness and 
neglect in the management of dairies are 
waste of the worst and toast excusable 
kind.
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[BRITISH COLUMBIA’S RI8T0RY.

There are very few, even in the Dominion 
of Canada, who realize howyoung-BrittohCoi. 
umbia to as a civilized community. Fifty year» 
ago, except to a few servants of the Hudson 
Bay Company, not one of the cities of this 
Province had an existence. Victoria was 
then a Hudson Bay Company’s post, situated 
in a country with no other inhabitants than 
the aboriginal tribes. It was as late as 1843 
that Mr. Douglas, then a Hudson Bay Com
pany’s factor, left Fort Vancouver, in what 
is now the State of Oregon, with fifteen 
men to build a new fort on the 
Southern end of the Island of Vancouver, 
at a place called Camosun. This is how 
the country to described by Mr. Alexander 
Begg in the History of British Columbia 
which he has just published :

“The view landwards was enchanting. 
Before them lay a vast body of land upon 
which no white man then stood ; not a hu
man habitation was in sight ; not a beast, 
scarcely a bird. Even the gentle murmur 
of the voiceless wood was drowned by the 
gentle beating of the surf upon the shore. 
There was something specially charming, 
bewitching, in the place. Though wholly 
natural it did not seem so. It was not at 
all like pure art, but it was as though nature 
and art had combined to map and make one 
of the most pleasing prospects in the world.”

This is a picture of what was to be the 
site of the city of Victoria, drawn not quite 
fifty-two years ago. We learn from 
Mr. Begg’s history that the development 
of the settlement which was destined in a 
comparatively short time to become a city, 
was what must have appeared to the early 
colonists discouragingly slow. At the end 
of ten years Victoria and the country im
mediately surrounding it had only three 
hundred inhabitants. The white popula
tion of the whole colony was then only 450. 
Besides the 300 in and around Victoria 
there were 125 in Nanaimo, and 25 at Fort 
Rupert. In 1853 the colonies of Eastern 
British America were, comparatively speak
ing, old. They were dotted with cities and 
towns, and had long enjoyed the advantages 
of self-government. The area of cultivated 
land in them was very large, and their com
merce was quite considerable. But we 
learn from the history before us that British 
Columbia as a colony had then only com
menced its existence. ,

It is interesting to trace in the pages of 
Mr. Begg’s History the growth and develop
ment of this far Western colony. The men 
who managed its affairs were for a long time 
the officers of the Hudson's B ty Company. 
The chief among them was James Douglas, 
afterwards Sir James Douglas. These men, 
without any training in statecraft, were 
able and judicious administrators. They 
were a handful of white men in the midst of 
theusandi of savages. £hete were occasions 
when the Indians outnumbered them more 
than a hundred to one, and yet the garrison 
of Fort Victoria, even when disputes ahd 
disagreements arose—which, to their credit 
be to said, was seldom—held their own, and 
that, too, without resorting to violence. 
Mr. Begg gives examples of the way in 
which the late Mr. Finlayson, by his firm
ness and his good judgment, settled what 
might have been a very serious dispute with 
hh Indian neighbors. The Company had 
imported a number of oxen to aid them in 
the work of building the fort and 
cultivating the land. The Indians were 
greatly perplexed over this strange phe
nomenon. They were not particularly well 
pleased to see the oxen taking the place of 
women in doing the hard work of the com
munity. It was difficult too for them to 
comprehend how men oould have property 
in the beasts of the field. The animals, 
large as well as small, that were in the coun
try, they looked upon as the property of the 
successful hunter. They regarded the oxen 
and the cows of the white men in the 
light, and although warned net to kill or to 
hurt them they acted with respect to them 
according to their own lights.

“ The temptation,” says Mr. Begg, “ was 
too strong. A band of Cowiohans under 
Chief Tsoughilam, who had oome down from 
the North on a plundering expedition, had 
encamped in the vicinity of the fort. They 
quietly helped themselves to some of the 
best of the working oxen and lived sumptu
ously. The fort builders having need of 
their cattle found only the remains of their 
faithful assistants, with traces of the oar- 

having been conveyed to the Cowichan
p. •• -

“ Finlayson despatched a messenger to the 
chief demanding delivery of the offenders or 
payment for the slain animals. The savage 
indignantly replied :

What, these animals yours 1 Did you 
make them ? I consider them all the pro
perty of nature, and whatever nature sends 
me that I slay and eat, asking no ques
tions.’ The messenger replied : 1 These 
oattle were brought from beyond the great 
sea ; they belong to those who brought 
them, and unless you make proper restitu
tion the gates of the fort will be closed 
against you.’ ‘ Close your gates if you 
like,’ shouted the chief in a great rage, ‘ and 
I will batter them down. Close your gates 
forsooth ! Think you we did not live be
fore the white man came, and think you we 
should die were he swept from these 
shores 1

The indignant chief meant what he said. 
He sent messengers to the neighboring 
chiefs. They had a pow-wow, and they de
termined to teach the white, keeper of the 

' fort a lesson that he and hit men would not 
readily forget. They assembled In force in 
front of the fort, and commenced their at
tack by discharging their muskets at it 
from a safe distance. Mr. Finlayson or
dered hie men to refrain from firing a shot 
in return. When they found that their am-
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j M NEWFOUNDLAND. same■7-
There is some talk of Newfoundland be

coming a Province of this Dominion of 
Canada. We cannot see that there to much 
ground for such talk. The people of that 
Colony have never evinced any desire to be
come united with Canada, and the Canadians 
have not sought to deprive the Newfound
landers of their independence. They might 
enjoy it forever for all that the people of 
Canada seem to care.

There are good grounds for this indiffer
ence. The Newfoundlanders are deeply in 
debt. They owe some eighteen millions 
of dollars, and it is not likely 
that when once free trade with the Dominion 
wae established Newfoundland would yield 
a large revenue in proportion to its popula
tion and its wants. Besides, Newfoundland 
has an unsettled national question which 
the Dominion would have to take over with 
the Province. The French have claims on 
the north shore of Newfoundland guaranteed 
to them by treaty which appear very diffi
cult to define. The French have for a long 
time been claiming a great deal more than 
the Newfoundlanders believe they havq a 
right to under the treaty. This north shore 
question has been a constant 
of disagreement and a source of annoyance. 
If Newfoundland were part of the Dominion 
its inhabitants would no doubt demand that 
a stop be put to the encroachments of 
the French, and this would without doubt 
toad in time to complications in which the 
whole Dominion might be involved. The 
French are very tenacious of what they be
lieve, or affect to believe, their rights, and 
the dispute with them may any day become 
serious. The Dominion Government baa 
difficulties enough on its hands already, and 
it might not be wise in it to hamper itself 
with another and an apparently formidable 
one.
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Este* SMALL G A US 8 FOB ALARM.

If The condition of the finances of the 
United States Is causing a good deal of 
easiness not only in that country but in 
Canada. Intelligent Canadians know that 
if there is a panic in the States, followed as 
it would certainly be by a period of depres
sion, the oonsequenoes would be felt in 
Canada. Our trade would not be as greatly 
injured as that of the States, because 
currency is on a sound basis, but that we 
would feel the shook and feel it seriously 
there can be no doubt.

NO SON VERTS MADE.b;
oause The Canadian Journal of Commerce, pub

lished in Montreal, did not form a very high 
opinion of Mr. Laurier’s Windsor Hall 
tion. Its wornout platitudes and its thread
bare arguments did not make a very deep 
impression on the Liberals and certainly did 
not shake the faith of Conservatives in the 
policy under which their city had grown 
and prospered. It says ;

ora-

n
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w* It is not at all probable that any Con
servative was tod by them to change his 
opinions ; indeed some of those who had 
listened to the speeches were heard to re
mark on the way out that they had become 
stronger in their belief than ever, while it is 
not at all likely that any Liberal pre
sent was strengthened in hiq faith 
by the arguments adduced. It was a mat
ter of surprise to a few in the audience that 
the three or four thousand unemployed, 
who recently besieged the oity hall here, 
had not felt themselves possessed of a mis
sion in the premises and made to strengthen 
the occasion by an exhibition outdoors, but 
the influence of the authorities doubtless had 
its sway with this more or less indolent mul
titude, some of whom it to known have not 
turned up at places where they have been 
offered employment. Taking it for all in all, 
the impression made upon unbiased listeners 
was that the Government has

But are the dismal forebodings of the 
American pessimists warranted ? Gold to 
leaving the States, it is true, at a rapid 
rate, and the revenue to not large enough to 
meet all the deqoands on the Government. 
But the United States to not a poor country.

The Newfoundlanders are at present jin an It to on the contrary enormously rich. It 
exceedingly unsettled condition. The boat- •*» no doubt, wealthier now than ever it 
ness of the Colony is all sixes and sevens and So rich a country as it to cannot be
the political differences of the people are seriously damaged by a temporary scarcity 
very wide and their political contests ex- ready money. It to good for a hundred 
eeedingly bitter. When all these things 
are considered the probability to that New
foundland if it were joined to the Dominion 
would be a very troublesome and a very ex
pensive member of the Confederation.

Efc -
m- THE GREAT GOLD SIEVE.

The United States Treasury has become 
a sieve through which gold slips out 
almost as fast as it is put in. Gold to bor
rowed to redeem the nation’s {paper. The 
Government pays out the gold and takes in 
the paper. The same paper is again issued 
and is again brought back to be redeemed. 
This process is going on 
ally, and although hundreds of mil
lions of gold have been paid to 
redeem the Government’s notes it has to
day as much paper afloat as ever. Many of 
the notes in circulation may have been re
deemed half a dozen times, and if something 
is not done to put a stop to the process, 
may be presented for redemption half a 
dozen times more. The President is tired 
of this borrowing business. He sees that it 
does no permanent good. He suggests thqt 
the Government give bonds bearing interest 
for the gold it borrows and that the bonds 
cannot be presented for redemption until 
they mature, which will be say fifty years 
hence. The Secretary of the Treasury 
might be permitted to receive either gold or 
Treasury notes for the bonds, hut the notes 
paid in should be immediately cancelled. 
This sounds likq business, but since it does 
it is likely to be rejected by the money 
cranks in Congress.

:
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m times as much money as to required to meet 
its present necessities, What is wanted 
just now is money enough to keep 
the country going until the 
can be adjusted. There to at the head of 
the American Government 
level-headed man, who loves-his country and 
whose sense of duty to uncommonly high. 
If President Oievetitnd fails to prevail upon 
Congress to do what is necessary to keep up 
the credit of the country he may be depend
ed upon to exercise the power he possesses 
in such a way as to prevent a serious crisis. 
He has done this before and he will do it 
again. The very circumstance that he is at 
the helm gives the moneyed men of the 
country confidence, and prevents them losing 
heart. They know that he will not fail 
them in their day of need, and it will be seen 
that their confidence to nqt misplaced.

■
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It to said that the present Government 
are not by any "means desirous of taking 
Newfoundland into the Dominion. In that, 
we believe, they are Wtok 'The Newfound
landers bad better be left to themselves for 
awhile. When they feel lonesome they will 
aek to be allowed to enter the Union. It 
will then be time enough to talk about let
ting them in.

a courageous. no new argu
ments to oombat, nor the Opposition any 
new weapons to boast of.

The Journal talwfc. that the lihasalshave 
not been fortunate in their leaders, and it 
believes that then prominent in the Liberal 
ranks have been too fond of looking to 
Washington for inspiration and instruction 
to deserve the confidence of the loyal people 
of Canada. What it says on these points 
to we think worth reproducing :

If there to one thing for which the Liberal 
Party has never been distinguished in Can
ada, it to in the character of its leaders. The 
want of magnetic influence over the people 
has always been remarked. A substratum 
of suspicion has been generally attached to 
every movement of theirs, especially in their 
occasional flirting with the neighboring re
public, and though Flirtation has been aptly 
defined as “Attention without Intention,” 
our people are too loyal in Canada to tolerate 
even the semblance of anything savoring of 
a prospective change in our political rela
tions to the Mother Country. The endorse
ment of the present party in power in all the 
great influential circles of Great Britain, 
and especially by those in high station, even 
royalty itself, to a great tower of strength 
for the Conservative party, and in the 
absence of masterful leaders on the other 
side, it is not at all within the reach of 
probability, that any political change will 
be effected in the government of the country 
for some years to oome. A party, one of 
whose leaders is obliged to accept of support 
more substantial than lip loyalty and votes, 
to surely too weakly equipped. The laborer 
to, of course, worthy of his hire ; but oould 
not a more efficient captain be procured after 
a similar fashion Î
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FARMERS AND FREE TRADE.

Canadians are told that free trade—Eng
lish free tradmm is a fine thing for the farm
ers and that protection to ruinous to them.
I» England the people have had the kind of 
trade policy which we are told- to specially 
favorable to the agricultural class for nearly 
fifty years, and consequently if Canadian I6 ** evident that the Irish Home Rule 
free traders tell the truth England, emd the Part7 > greatly demoralised. It has lost 
British Islands generally, must be the Para- ma°b of its prestige and it cannot expect to 
dise of farmers. Such a good system work- cxerotoe as much influence in British politics

as it has done hitherto. Harold Frederio, 
the able and well-informed correspondent of 
the New York Times, whose sympathies 
have been with the Borne Rulers, in a late 
letter speaks of them in a very disparaging 
way. He says :

m'HP: - A DEMORALISED- PARTY.

MISLEADING FIGURES.

It is said that figures cannot lie. That to 
in a sense true, but everyone who has ex
amined statistical statements closely knows 
that figures cleverly manipulated can be 
made to convey a false or an exceedingly in
accurate impression. What Mr. Laurier 
said the other day when comparing the in
crease of the population of Montreal be
tween the decades 1871 81 and 1881-91 
is à case in point. He stated that 
the increase of the population of 
Montreal in the former decade, dur
ing which the country had a revenue tariff, 
was 31 per cent., and in the latter, during 
which the National Policy was in force, the 
increase was 39 per cent.

This bald statement is correct as far as 
the figures go, but it is not by any means 
correct as to the influence of the protective 
tariff on the city, as it did not take in towns 
and villages which are not included within 
the corporate limits of the city, but which 
are to all intents and purposes parts of Mon
treal and their inhabitants are known as 
Montrealers. As the business, manufactur
ing and other, of- Montreal increased these 
suburban municipalities increased in popula
tion. Rent being lower in them than 
in the centre of the oity, and as they 
better places to bring up children in than 
the crowded lanes of the oity proper many 
mechanics, clerks and others who worked in 
the oity lived in the pleasant places outside 
its limits. They consequently owed the in
crease of their population between 1881 and 
1891 to the increase of business done in the 
oity ef Montreal. In order, therefore, to 
make a fair comparison of the increase of 
Montreal during the two decades the in
crease of the whole county of Hoohelaga 
should be considered. “ The population 
of Montreal and Hoohelaga,” the Montreal 
Gazette says, « between 1871 and 1881 in
creased from 132,865 to 195,516, or by 62,- 
451. From 1881 to 1891 it increased from 
195,316 to 297,648, or by 102,332. It is by 
these figures and not by those of the 
scribed corporate limits that the growth of 
Montreal in ten years of protection to to be 
judged.”

Anyone who to at all fair-minded must
The out

skirts of the oity owed their extension to 
the activity of the centre. If protection had 
not increased the manufactures of the oity

1.
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ing steadily for so long a time must 
have produced the very best results, and 
British farmers must be the most to be en
vied of all agriculturists. Are they î If 
they are, they and their friends do not 
know when they are" well off, for they are 
complaining most bitterly. The Mark 
Lane Express, which to the English farmers’ 
paper, tells the world what fifty years of 
free trade have done for that class. In its 
issue of January 7, it says r
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It to quite characteristic of the empty 
and fatuous creatures who have brought the 
Irish oause and the Irish party into hope
lessness and contempt that just at this most 
critical of times they should provide the 
Tory Uniontot party with unexpected 
munition for a new and apparently most im
portant attack upon the Gladstonian-Irish 
alliance. Between a muddling old simpleton 
here named J F X O'Brien, whom the Dil- 
lon-O’Brien clique made treasurer of the party 
for reasons not pleasant to dwell upon, and 
that preposterous Canadian importation 
Blake, the Government has been placed in 
the position of having to meet at the very 
outset of the session a big Irish money 
scandal. Blake’s revelation before a put 
meeting in New York, printed In The Ho_.„

which the party declined, might by itself 
have escaped notice. J. F. Xavier O'Brien’s 
asinine declaration at à London meeting 
that Lord Tweedmouth’s check was accepted 
on the understanding that it would be ap
plied instead to the Evicted Tenants’ Fund, 
whioh, of course, meant liberating that 
amount of the party’s money for party pur
poses, did not escape attention. I 
directed, instead, a thousand hostile 
eyes to Blake’s remark in confirma
tion of at least the offer, and it is 
now admitted that the money was accepted 
for the Evicted Tenants’ Fund and thus 
used. The House of Commons, at its last 
session, censured the London Times for 
hinting that the Irish party took money 
from its British allies. A motion of privi
lege will now be made, the moment the de
bate on the address from the throne to end
ed, to rescind that censure. When it is re
membered that at the time of the offer Lord 
Tweedmouth was a Commoner and Chief 
Patronage Secretary to the Treasury in the 
Liberal Ministry, some notion of the dimen
sions of this scandal may be gathered. 
Naturally, the English Liberals are furious 

the prospect of having to defend it, as 
they say that it was bad enough to have the 
managers of the Irish party taking money 
from the English whip, but that they should 
!° about it afterward to too sickening 
for words. 8

By the way in 'which the Times 
epondent speaks of the Hon. Edward Blake 
we are forced to conclude that his career as 
a politician in Great Britain has been the
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There can be no more terrible and at the 
same time convincing object-lesson as to the 
present state of agriculture than a glance 
through the bankruptcy report of the year 
which has just oome to an end. The subject 
is a painful one, but it to necessary to face it 
boldly and to appreciate its meaning. To 
put the matter broadly, we may say that 
ever since 1889 there has been an increase 
in the number of bankrupts who have been 
described as farmers. In 1890 there were 
240, in 1891 there were 260, In 1892 the 
figures had increased to 320, and in 1893 it 
had grown to no less a number than 373 
Last year (1894) it is true that there was a 
alight decrease, for the figures stood at 347 
—a decrease of 26. This, however, to not 
anything upon whioh we can congratu
late ourselves, for the total to still 
serious enough to make any thinking man 
pause and consider what it portends. W hat 
does it mean T It means that on 347 days 
out of the 365 which make up one year, 
there to a farmer who is adjudged a bank
rupt.

It is not to be supposed that the organ of 
a prosperous class would express itself in 
this way. If only a few farmers were in 
difficulties it would not assume this des
ponding tone. It is quite evident that in its 
opinion the whole farming class to suffering 
grievously, and that unless something to done 
to help the British farmer his condition, 
deplorable as it is, will become worse still. 
The Express goes on to say :

Our readers know only too well how need- 
less it was to set out these figures to prove 
the desperate straits to which the farmer 
has been reduced ; but, unfortunately, the 
general publio does not appreciate the fact. 
If the public did understand all that it 
means there would be Immediate relief, for 
then there would be such an expression of 
public opinion that no government oould 
afford to ignore It. As it to the government 
will do nothing—If we except the appoint
ment of a Royal Commission, whioh, of 
course, meus nothing {more or lees than the 
shelving of the matter for aa indefinite

:V

m SPORTING.

New Westminster, Feb. 2.—(Special)— 
The Hornets of Nanaimo and the Wanderers 
of Westminster played Rugby in the senior 
series to-day at Westminster. The Hornets 
gained the advantage in the toss; and played 
down hill. Aa the ground was covered with

play together with the advantage of the 
down grade proving too much for the home 
team. The oval was in Westminster’s 
twenty five during the en tiré half, and be- 
fore time wae «died, the boys from aorosa 
the Gulf had scored a goal and two tries 
to nil.
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a: In the second half the Nanaimo team was 
strengthened by judicious changes, but 
though the visitors exerted themselves man- 
fully to add to their score they did not suc
ceed, the Westminsters holding them in 
check until time was called. The Westmin
sters put Up a splendid game but were not 
■trong enough in outside play. All the backs 
of the Nanaimo team played exceptionally 
well, particularly Quine and M. Woodburn. 
The Westminster forwards were exception
ally strong in scrum, y

Antwerp, Feb. 2. —Madame Jonitox was 
to-night found guilty of murder on six 
counts end was sentenced to death. This 
sentence, in accordance with the Belgian 
law, will be commuted to penal servitude for 
life. Madame Joniaux was tried for the 
murder by poisoning of her sister, Mile. 
Leonle Ablsy ; her tutoie, Jaoqnee Van 
Denkerohove, and her brother, Alfred 
Ablay. The convicted woman was of good 
sooial standing and her trial bas excited 
widespread interest.

Paris, Feb. 2—Le Temps eeye the gov
ernment has information that the Hovaa 
have attempted to bombard Tama ta ve, but 
were not ■ uooessful in accomplishing their

THE PRINCIPLE AT STAKE.

It to greatly to be regretted that the 
Board of Sohool Trustees had not the moral 
courage to oome to a definite decision in the 
Heath case. The offence of whioh Mr. 
Heath was accused was against the funda
mental principle of our publie school system. 
That system to undenominational or non- 
sectarian. Itto stall times of the very first im
portance that the schools under it shall main
tain their Undenominational character. The 
teacher, therefore, who In the performance 
of his duty oasts reflections upon any de
nomination of Christians or ridicules Its 
tenets, commits an offence which no Board 
of Trustees can afford to overlook. All 
who are entrusted with the administration 
of the school law, from the highest to the 
lowest, are In good faith bound to see that 
the religious convictions and feelings 
of .persons of all denominations are 
respected by thoee to X whom the 
education of the children to
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