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B, I had generally enjoyed
commenced to

Fail Very Rapidly

appetite ‘and ambition, did not take *
nterest in things, and barely @Gragged.
with my work. During the winter and
g had to bave help about my housework.
treated by several physicians, but they
pt help me and I got more and more dis<
ged. Isuffered with dyspepsia 80 that§

i not eat vegetables or meat, and at
p that I could not-even -use butter on my
Used to dip the toast in tea-and even...

.. Although I was never a mm
“health,.

HE

403 =
Mrs, William Lohr
it would distress my stomach. In the
g I hired a girl permanently, my heaith -
0 poor. She tried to persuade me to take
I’s Sarsaparilla, as a lady for whom ‘she
prorked before had been greatly benefitted
B use. "

I Dragged Along N

August, when I purchased. a bottle of
's Sarsaparilla at Mr. Pelch’s drug store.
out a week I commenced to feel a liftle
. Could keep more food on my stomach
grew stronger. I took three bottles, am
perfectly well, have gained 22 pounds,
i excellent health. T owe all this to Hood’s
parilla and am glad to let you know what
8 done forme.” MRs. WiLLIAM LOHR, 101
Buren St., Freeport, Tl -

pod’s Pills act easily, yet promptly and
ently on theliverandbowels,cure headache

g Colobrated Freneh Cupe;
= APHRODITINE &gz

Is SorLp oN
POSITIVE
GUARANTEE
Y to cure any
form of+ nerv-
ous disease, or
any disorder
ott;‘ the gener-
ative orga; ”
whether maﬁ‘: :
E  ing the A
psive use of Stimulants, Tobaceo:
ough indiscretion, ete., su
n Power, Wakefulness, Hea:
he Back, g{smﬂn.
borrhoea, Dizziness, Weak Memo
pwer, which, if n , often :
ature old age and insanity. Price $1 a
6 boxes for Sent by mail on receipt of

from old and young, of both sexes,
hanently cured by APERuD..isfe N,
free. Address ;

THE APHRO MEDICINE CO.
2.

&
Corner;of Do
h28-dw-rly

NNYROYAL WAFERS.
; tion of a who
D a life lon in
mo! lwith perfect mue.r -4
ni i o
over lO.%OOl&dles. Pleasant, =
effectual. Ladies ask %
ﬁs for Pennyroyal Wafers @nd
e no substitute, or inclose |
/ :ﬁedigrmled.; box. Addres§
EEUREEKA C. 03?5@1’- f
v sale and mailed by LANGLEY & Co. .
joria, B. C. 17-d&ijlyw-tts
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laming - Headlines

are not always

Vile Distortions

calculated to

Deceive and Disgust

and especially when

OWBOTHAM

“THE GROCER,”

lvertises is this the case. He believes he

LLS THE TRUTH

when he says he is the best man in
VICTORIA
to do business with,
RY ~-HIM - AND-SHH.

p goods sold at cost.” “No premiums W s
iway.” ‘“‘The choicest lines of goods kgt:
and sold at closest living prices.” EY

®ios. ) Corner Yates and Broad sts,{P.%,E“/ v 4

.and smelling around the sitting room.

-a trifle, yoti know.”

‘reading his

3 .;r'-’
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Mrs. Bowser lisgghe 0

An Obliging Editor —Ambigious Ver-
dicts not to his Taste—The Cow-
boys were Dissppoinm

[Copyright, 1892, by, Charles B, Lewis.]
"MR. AND MRBS. BOWSER. ', o

« Well, what .is. it now?” asked Mr
Bowser, as he came home one. evening

last winter and began snifing and souffing

« N-nothing,” replied Mrs. Bowser,
trying hard to smile and look happy.

< But I smell camphor.”

 Yes ; 1 have a little toothache—just

« H'm | Toothache! Well, don’t look
sympathy from me. If people
ﬁ’i!il.{g czrellza tiey must expect to suffer
fox" i:té ”t o
. Oll——Y O wiemmee
o N‘;er,.'Mrys. Bowser ! Never had the
toothache in my life, and never expect to
have while I-keep my senses. If & woman
don’t know any more than to go barefoot
around the house in winter time let her
suffer for it.”: S
« But you know I haven’t been so silly
as that " she p ; ; 3
“ Then it was something else just as
foolish. Don’t-expeet me to pity you.
It's a wonder to me ‘that you hawen’t got
forty different silments instead of one.
1t it wasp’&for the covatant vigilance of
the huti?{g& £ this land the wives would
die off flies.” - - .
S e
“ It in Baraly Pc o, :1do you|
won't kniow i ysmil shan’t want any of
your sympathy.  There may- be 'a  few
husbands-inthe . -world who upset  the
house when they happen to have a' pain
or an ache, but1’m not one of them.  If
that tooth isn’tiall right to-morrow morn-
ing you'll go down and -have it yanked
out.” s ; :

"I borhood. * If t

Fthe afuiry-athis “offoe; "Bty ~we> @b febl]""
like thmﬁingvout'a genﬁle suggestion that | 43

BOWSER'S JUMPING TOOTHAOHE,
The:other evening as M. Bowser sat
paper he gave a sudden start,
and as: Mrs. Bowser looked at him he was
wobbling his tongue around as if trying
to bite dtsy = S :

¢ What's the matter 7’ she queried.

‘e Nothina." v Yy

‘‘ But you look worried.”

‘* Boshd?" & ‘

It wasn't.two minutes before Mr. Bow-
ser let go of ‘his:paper and half rose wup,
imd something ﬁl a groan escaped his

ips. R ;

‘‘ Something certainly ails you !"ex-
claimed Mrs. Bowser, as-she laid aside
her book. = **1 haven’t seen you look so
pale since you fell down stairs with the
bedstead.” ; 4 !

“Nonsense ! I'd like to know why I

-should look pale. . I was neverin better
health than I am at this minute. I was
just thinking that I'd go down stairs and
overhaul our:medicine chest. I expect it
needs replenishing.” | = .

He got up and'walked around and fin-
ally disappeared down stairs. A few min-.
utes later Mrs. Béwser heard the rattling
of bottles and boxes, and us she wént to
the head of the stairs Mr. Bowser was
saying to himself : { #

* It's mighty tunny—-—miiatg funny |
Regular old jumping toothache, and a
double tooth ' at' that | Jewhitta-ker-to
gee ! but how I suffer !”

Mr. Bowser, ‘have you
chest ?’ called Mrs. Bowser,

‘“ Yes, of course.”

¢ Shall T come down'?”

“If I need you I'll let you know.”

He got the vial of peppermint essence
and doped his  aching’ tooth, The pain
ceased almost instantly,” and Mr. Bowser
sat down and smiled in a bland way and
said to himself ]

‘‘Egad ? but I thought I was & goner!
It would have tickled "Mrs. Bowser half
to death if the thing bhad kept oh.
Nothing like having your wits about”——

found th;

“Mr. Bowser, what on earthis the|

matter down there |”” called Mrs. Bowser,
asa chair was upset, and -something
seemed to go hoppin?; around the room.

‘T upset a chair,’

As soon as he heard her moving away he
tried paregoric, turpentime, laudanum
and wintergreen essence. The wholesale
influx of remedies uwninﬁed_‘tke tooth
and quieted the pain.” « = &

‘¢ She'll never:know a word. about it—
not a word 1” whispered Mr.
he began replacing/the bottles. = *‘Idon’t
suppose it was the, regular toothache, but
she’d have declared it was and made cap-
ital out of it. - When Mrs. Bowser gets
the start of me it will be & eold”——

Something uttered a war whoop. Some-|

thing kicked over two chairs and banged
a footstool against” & door. = Before Mrs.
Bowser could get out of her chair  some-
thing came flying up stairs and made two
circles of the sitting room and fell into-a
chair,

‘“Mr. Bowser, whaton earth is the |

meauing of this ¢ Jutioy )
He groaned dismally and pre@sed both
hands on his jaw. S
*‘ You've got the toothache I” =~
He groaned a groan. which’ ng out

| sleeves u:;mni{ expect to suffer forit. 'W

{4

-~ | nue it doubtless made things semewhat

- | that the

- {town, and we like to ‘see you enjoy your-

Bowser, as | .

notice not to éxpeet
her, and added that 0 WO
go and sit in an icehouse in his shi

him out of his chair
-divan'and ‘sround the:fire
ould 1 that it
v % v

years before, and that a visit to & dentiat
followed by a ylnll(l” would be the
per caper .eazly in the morning. lhen,
as l\dx-.pe Bowser stood in the center of the
room; his eyes hanging out and the fringe
of hair around his bald pate trying to
as she swaited for ‘the next
s could have finished him off
bift for the constant and
unwearying vigilance of the wives of this
land not & hushand would live over fiv
ears at the v ngest. SR 2%
"“Bub‘lh?didg;{‘ég She got, him inta bed.
at.once, puts hot: flatiron to his, feet,

ears with coston #nd was still working on’
him when he fell asleep at 3 d’clock in
the morning. .~ And five hours Ilater,
when Mr.' Bowser got out of bed feeling
all right, he cheerfully remarked : . .
*There was a case,. Mrs. Bowser,
where you could plainly see the differ-
ence. Youd have probably been dosing
and doping and groaning ‘all night, while |
1 was simply annoyed for half an hour or
80 and.thep flung it off by the exercise of|
will power.” . "
‘“But I thought you never had tooth-
ache,” she rephied. =
¢¢ And I never do, Mrs. Bowser—never.
If this had been a ‘case of toothache I
could have sat there and laaghed overit.”
*“ But what was it 1" :
‘“ A'case of Asiatic sciatic neuralgia,
Mrs. ' Bowser—something just 400 times
worse than as if all of your teéth ached at
once.  Women are never afflicted with it,

as it eomes. from too much brain 3
Run along now 'and see if bmkm
ready. It wasa nmgle incident—a mere
trifle— not worth talking about.”

\1‘11; ARIZONA KICKER.
Rarasr  EMBARRASSING. — Saturday
evening last a lone woman . arrived by
8! and announced herself as the wife
of Major Blake, our juudmpular town
marshal. Ag the major had a wife and
two children in his home on Cactus ave-

em! ing for him. He might have
wriggled
appearance of 8 second lone woman on
Monday noon, who also elaimed to be his
wife. - This made three on the major's
hands at once, and all threatening to
shoot, and it is no wonder he broke for
the brush. e ; 5
We den'’t know how. ‘:‘l:e major intends
to arrange matters,. but it. seems to us
that some sort of a satisfactory . under-
standing can easily be arrived at. There
are 100 men in this town just as good as
the mayor who = will marry thess extra
wives to-morrow and provide, them with
good homes. There is no use of three
women chasing up one man in this neigh-
, will call at The Kicker
offiee we think we can arrange matters so
or Oaprious.—We don’t want to find
fault with the way the coroner ‘e g

we believe is worthy of consideration.
Tn three different instances, where he has’
gone over to Clinch Valley to inquest on
bodies found hanging to trees the ver-
dicts have ;been ‘‘Cause A unknown.”
There should be no hesitancy in stating
deceased ' was hanged. If he
hadn’t ed . hanging he wouldn't
have ' got" there, and no. one will blame
the crowd who pulled on the rope. Some
of the executed may have relatives who
will want to know all- about it, and they
should not be deceived into believing
‘that it was a'case’of mountain fever or
heart failure. The great and glorious
-west has a repatation for truth and ver-
acity ‘to maintain, * and all official facts
should be pgiven straight from the
shoulder. ; !

A DisaprorntED Lor.—The cowboys
over at sLone Tree got word the other
day. that his honor the mayor (who is our-
self) would - pass through that town on
the regular coach at 12 o'clock noon.
‘They  gathered to the number of forty,
with a beautiful new rope bought for the
occasion, and when the coach drew up at
the postoffice they made a rush for it.
There ‘were only two passengers—a little,
dried up, red headed man with asthma,
and a fat woman from Bald Knob; who
was going east to join a side show. The
boys succeeded in scaring the two into
fits,.but got no other satisfaction. The
chap they were after was far, far away,
strictly to his duties as editor of a great
‘weekly paper and mayor of'the liveliest
town in the untrammeled west. It’s no
use, boys. Wae like to have you visit our

sélves, but you can’t rum things as in the
old days.. Yeu've got to knuckle to laws
and ordinances, same as other folks, and
‘it-is & waste of time to put up jobs on the
mayor. He knows his gait, and he 'isn’t
going t6-be choked to death in no. such
‘offhand fashion.

i)
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‘ HE FIRED FOUR SHOTS.

Hz Was Too Fresa—Every man has
individual characteristics and eccentrici-
ties, and where they are harmless ~they
should be overlooked. - We have in some
manner contracted the habit or eccentric-
ity of spitting tobacco juics on' the ‘right

made & poultice for his jaw, stuffed his {went. It was the.

-} that thousand dollars.

out of it; however, but for the}

that each and evea “one will enjoy mmuch | .
: h‘gpimc" mt-he By SN i ,wm 5l

- | the furious Hamadryad, its dilsted  eyes

Nelonn! bank i

While pesting him our eccentricity pro-
bably developed itself. We don’t kx!:ow
that it did, but we judge so from the fact
that he suddenly jumped back, drew’ his
gun and began l{:fnng ;';gye Hok:‘l;d
- before Ju ns,

disarm‘him, His bullets cat two buttons
off our vest and grazed the hide under
our left arm.

the boys learned the facts in the case.the
stranger was disarmed and ordered to
leave town _on the 4 o'clack’ stage.
general opinion. that
he was altogether too fresh for this local-

iterate that we have some peculiarities,
and it is a great deal better for a stranger

dpology before beginning to.shoot.

FACING A LION.
In one of the side shows connected
with the circus was a cage with a single
lion in it. On the cage was a pl
reading : - * This beast has killed ten
men. One thousand dollars to any one
who dares enter his'cage.”’ A big sign to
the same effect was hung up outdoors, and
those who didn’t go in to see the fat boy
and the mermaid surely wanted to gaze
on the lion. There was a good crowd in,
and the lecturer was about to begin on
‘the mermaid when a little'old ‘man who
was bowlegged and humpbacked crowded
to the front and said : {
*‘Liook here, mister, 1'want a try _for
Gimme a show at

that lion.” s X 3
My friend, do you want to be torn into
dog meat ?” asked the lecturer ‘in reply.
“ You w&l&n‘t live thirty seconds sfter
enteri e cage.” - e A A

* Ilnl‘m a Numidian lion'?”

“ He is, and one of the most
beasts ever captured.”
. *Killed ten men, eh ¥’

(1 He h”.ll 2 %
« *“Wall, Pd like to tackle him. - If . he
kills me that’ll be’leven. I want that
thousand ‘dollars mighty bad™ jest ~mow,
and I’m willing to run considerable risk.
Gimme & fair show, will ye ?”.
¢ You keep right away from his cage.
No man in liquor should get within ten
feet of a Numidian lion.” ¢

savage

HE HAD THAT LION BY THE,TAIL. ]
T haven’t drunk a drop of licker in
ten years ¥ indignantly exclaimed the
man. ‘‘Darn yeu and your-old Nu-
midian lion to boot |- Yeu ain’t willin to
give a man a show !’ 3
He backed off and the lecturer deliver-
ed the usual oration on the mermaid.

when the Numidian lion uttered a series
of roars, and everybody’s- attention was
ettracted to the cage. The little old man
'had slipped around and opened the “door
and entered. Not only that, bat he-had
that lion by the tail, and' was drawing
him backward around the cage. Men-
shouted and women shrieked, and 'the
lecturer ruched forward and shrieked :

¢ Man ! man! but you must be mad!”’

‘¢ Never felt better natured in my life!”
replied the old man as he stopped to rest.

*¢ Come out at once at once or you’ll be
torn to pieces !'!

‘1 rayther guess not! ‘There's only
one Numidian critter in here, and he
don’t seem to be.on the tear very “wuch.
He-up, here, you old mossback, and take'
another promenade !”

He was drawing the beast around the
cage again when the lecturer - entered it
and said something in a low voice.

‘¢ Make it ten-and T'll do it !” replied
the old man -in loud tones. --*‘ You said
you'd give a thousand, but being its hard
times for money Pl let you off easy.
Make’er ten and
of his tail.”” 4 ;

It was handed to him then and there,
and he descended, wiped his hands on
the grass, and feelingly observed to the
circle of admirers : 3

““Durn my hide, but when a man
brings any sort of a thing into this: town
and sends out a defi I'm right on deck!
That’s the fust critter from Numidis' I
ever tackled, but ¥ll be lookin for ‘more
from this on. Everybody come out *and
have some red lemonade with me 1!

M. Quap.

pay me before I let go

A Furious SNAEE.—An intelligent
Burmar told me that a friend of his one
+day - stumbled upnn a nest of these ser-
pents, and immediately retreated, but the
old female gave chase. The man
with all spaed over hill and dale, dingle
and glade, and terror. seemed to add
wings to his’ flight, till reaching a small
rivef he plunged in, hoping he tad then
escaped this fiery ememy ; but lo! on
reaching ' the opposite bank, up reared

glliatening with rage; ready to burry its
ngs in his trembling body. In utter
despair he bethoughit himself of his tur-
ban, and in a moment dashed in upon the
serpent, which darted upon it like :%bo-
ping, and for some moments wreaked its
vengence in furious bites, after. which it
returned quietly to its former haumef. —
The Thanotophidia of India. :

At Home and Abréad.

trayellers, pioneers,

s and all classes of people of every
testify to_the medi and
Burdock Blood Bitters, the m

| effective medicine extant. . It cures

of the stomach, liver. bowelsand blood,

7o

#, in]

ten feet long and shut his eyes.

foot of any person we may happen to' be

s

\

The usual crowd gathered, and when ]

ity. 'We don’t want the inference to go |24
out that a stranger, who won’t permit us| -
to spit on his boots, has no rights.in this | |
| town, and that his life will be in  danger};
at the hands of & mob. We simply re-|

to ask for an explanation or demand an |

i | might confidently be expected.

He was about to begin ‘on  the fat “boy|

.| ton—is with the Phillies,

¥ad

SOWE PAXOUS OLD FAS DEENA

Somé Who Havée Dropped opp d Off the Dia-
Don’t Always Go Together—Bradley’s
Expansive Smirk - and Radbourne’s
Beow Rl

.. He | Rogers

of them, and they have bowed to the inev-
itable and given way to more active play-
ers. If the opening games of the clubsin
the Western league can be taken as any
criterion, the cities in that circuit are
bound o0 see some very eyéable ball ere the
‘leaves begin to turn, When' the Western
adopted the deadline in thie. game and ‘es-
tablished a salary limit, there were doubt-
ing Thomases who prediéted that there
would not be enough players in the busi
ness to fill the quota of ninety-siz at the

v business

ingredient - in the make-

up of aminormagnate. The false prophets
have gone out of the profession.

Bob Clark, who: helped ‘win ‘a flag for
Atlanta in the Southern league and later
on aided Brooklyn in its bunting win-
nings in 1880 and 1890, dropped into the
press quarters at Cincinnati during the
recent series with the westermers from the
Buckeye State capital,” He could have
found a refuge_ in that classhad he been
on the lookout for a-berth. « * .

“I was fooled,” said he, ‘“for I didn’t
think the clubs would all fill with the cut |
rate in salaries. When" you come to think
about it Colnmbus cannot .afford td. pay
any more than that team costs.” Colum-
bus with its $1,200 team under Captain
‘Campau made Captain Comiskey’s $6,000
beauties stir their stumps to beat them in
both contests that took ‘place” in Porkopo-
lis, It would be absurd to claim that Cin-
-cinnati played five: times better ball than
their opponents. M the article of ball
could be measured by the #ige of the roil
disbursed at the captain’s office on the 1st
and 15th of each month such’ a difference
‘howeven, cut_no figure in:thecase. The
ch salaried team Cincinnati ever had:

I'won the -only championship bunting that

ever._floated in the Jgiﬂﬁf. k. valley'
series b&ﬁtheb;frgf .tgxg![,prld{g chﬁx:

e

will hav?tobesbme ery cléver ball play-
ing done to kee|
ful flirtation with. Victory when' the
time comes for her fto smile. upon the
favored one in the west. In-Clausen and
Stevens the Buckeyes have apair of pitch-
ers it will do to watch. Thére are some
who sincerely mourn over on® phase of the
recent; lottery, and in the little coterie of
the sdtrowful is .Charles H. Oushman, the
chief of the Brewers. He had his mana-
gerial hooks well fasténed upon both Clau-
sen and Hughey, and neither of them was
in his net after he had pulled it out of the
Chicago fish pond. = %

“It was tough luck to'lose both of
them,” said he to me, ‘‘Cdlumbus got
Clausen and Kansas City has:Hughey.
They will both make their'mark in the
Western.?” - ; i

Gossiping about: the situation in that
circuit he said: “I think Milwaunkeée has
got the baldest man in the business, The
first time I met the boys I saw.one in the
group with & conk that would have wor-
ried a nearsighted billiardist.  Come to
find out he was one of my young’ blood
gitchus, Henry Jones. - Pop Corkhill and

ttle Jaek Munyan could aet as under-
,mdiea for Paderewski compared to my

i oh

‘Another one of the ‘“‘outs’’ this year is
Ferd Schmitt, the pitcher with a Father-
land accent. Schmitt was as queer a gen-
ius as ever twirled a ball. {He used to
“keep books” between innings. - While his
team was at bat he spent his tigpe entering
the weaknesses of the opposing batsmen
on a little memorandum slip,: Schmitt is
in Pittsburg doing some long distance
knoeking at the doors of minor clubs.

“I got ‘the bookkeeper’ a' berth once,”
declared Manager Cushman.‘“He wrote
to me for a place with the Milwaukees,
but I had no room. I turned his letter
over to Manager Watkins, however, with
the recommendation, ‘Watty, here is a
man who ought to do you some good.’

peared in the box for St. Paul, and he
us4to2. He was tickled to death, and as
he ran off the field he shouted over to me:
; “ ‘Mr. Gushman, dot vos gradiduder "’
One of: ’s old twirlers—Thopn-
where he has
earned the new title of the “The Mysterions
Boxman.” One day he is “invincible,”
and the next afternoon he is as eéasy to hit
as'a seltzer letnonade with the mercury at,
90 degs. Fahr. “Both Thornton and Elton:
Chamberlain are pitchers,” declared Mr.
Cushman, “likely to impress a crowd with
the idea that they are indifferent. They
chaff the batters and smile all through the
game.‘ I’ve seen Thornton’s smileé on the
field change to a stormy scowl after a de-
feat as soon as the clubhouse was. reached:

bus froin a suceess- |

e

on & direct railrodd Tine to Paris and
forty-seven miles distant, has two banks.
meu the Bank of'Pi'ovin('xl), vhich‘;;h:;
en in existence nearly 100 years, and
the other is.the private banking and loan
and improvement company presided over
by M. Aubrey, and was established socn
after the close of the Franco-Pryssian
war. Ten years ago the Banlk of Provins
occupied a builﬂing at the ‘corner of St.

closely'connected with a bank 1n Paris,
and has the confidence and’ the deposits
of the majority of the' residents of the
town. Ten years ago the president. was

| an M. Du’B)ike, a widower past the mid-
| dle age of life, but having a local repuia-

tion'for his gallantry to the fair sex,” He¢
lived fifteen miles out on the line toward
Paris.  He came in every morning except
Sunday by the 10: o’ train, and he

08 | returned in the afternoem at half past 4.
ka% »;g:ﬁ June morning as M. Du Boise

rode in he had the company of a hand-
some, vivacious: woman about twenty-five

TAce. | vears old and & man of thirty whoseemed

to be ailing with comsumption. Before
reaching Provins he learned that the cou-
ple were man and wife and Americans,
and that they propesed to put in the
summer at Provins if they equld find a
suitable house. The wife could talk
French like a native, bat the husband
could not s a word of the language.
When M, Du Boise made: this discovery
and also that the Americans were well to
do and would patroniae some bank in the
town, he-naturally sought to make him-
self agreeable. ‘Two direct results fol-
lowed. The strangers depesited “about
20,000 francs at the Bank of Provins, and
a week later took possession of a =mall
dwell house next to the bank on 8t. Ger-
main avenue. It was not only next to
the bank building but within . eight feet
of it. It was property belonging to an
old estate and from its convenience had
been eccupied by the cashier of the bank:
until a few weeks before. v e g
The Americans had given their naiie”
as Foster, and from hints* dropped” #o#%
and then'M. Du Boise made out that th¢
gentleman ‘was largely interested i mines
and railroads. Despite the fact of his,

health he seemed to have an eye to busi- o

ness, and about once a week he called at
the bank to make inquiries regarding dif-
ferent French securities and = enterprises
in whish he had  thoughts = of investing.!
The wife always accompanied him to act
as interpreter, and if M. Du Boise dis
covered many qualities in her to com-
mand his admiration it was perfectly ex-
cusable in a chap of sixty who hed been
8 gallant all hia lite.  The couple  were
introduced to all the bank officials, and
they made a favorable impression in each
case. Through the confidence and cour-
tesies of such leading men" 'they ‘soon
formed acquaintances among the best pso-
ple in the town, and within three months
ir social standing was as secure as their
o much inte society; bub'the state of his
ealth was sufficient excuse for that.
She went a great deal, however, and she
was always made much of.

About the middle of August, after the
Fosters had got well settled in  their
house, another American named Thorpe
arrived. He was- introduced as Mrs.
Foster’s brother, and he ' produced’ cre-
dentials to ‘show that the - agricultural
bureau of the United States government
‘had sent him to France to secure infor-
mation regardifig certain cereals and
grasses.. No one questioned hijs social
standing, and he had no soener arrived
than he made a deposit of 10,000 franca
and certain securities in the Bank of
Provins. He was much given'to walking
out into the country, and he always: re-
turned with specimen bunches and bun-
dles of wheat, oats.and grasses. On_one
oocasion he sent away a.large box plainly
nx):ed, ¢¢ Commissioner of Agriculturg,..
Washington, D. C., U. 8. A..” and the
people of Provins felteproud that he had
selected that neighborhood from which to
pursue his investigations. 4]

The Fosters had rented the house  for
only three months. = When the time was
up they renewed the lease, which would
take them up to about Dec. 1. While
they needed no excuse they gave out that
Mr. Foster’s health was being 80 much
benefited that they had decided to re-
main. They had written to a friend then
traveling in Germany to come #nd pass a
few weeks with them, and ab®t the 1st
of October he appeared. He was. intro-
ducedas ¢ the Hon. Charles Dillingham,/
ex-governor of Missouri.” No'one ques-
tioned his identity. It is doubtful if any
one in that town knew whether Missouri
was a state or city. The mewcomér was
not a refined or cultivated man and he
did not seek acquaintances. It was given
out that he was very wealthy and rather
eccentric, and that was excuse enough for

{ their social stang :
ot deposit at the bamk. Mz, Foster 8id not |

Well, sir, the next afternoon Schmist ap| *° Of bis shortcomings
beat

About the middle of July the directors of
the bank held a meeting to decide on the
question of enlarging their quarters or
removing altogether to new ones. The
vaults, constructed more -than ' seventy
.years previously, were in: the cellar.
‘While-the bank had never buffeyed a loss
by robbery the vaults were nof looked
upon as altogether safe against "the skill
and ingenuity of the modern  cracksman,
‘and the business of the institution bhad.
also outgrown their capscity. At this
‘meeting it was decided to purchase : the
building at 27 Epernay street and réfit it
fora bank. In this country the bank
would have made an advertisement of the
fact of removal to more ‘tommodious
quarters. The officials of ~ bank ef
%rovins had nothing whatever to say, but
men were put to work and the gossips . of
the town said that a4 new bank was to be
established as a branch of a Paris inatitn-
Ftion. :

On the 11th of October .the Fosters
still had 9,000 francs to their eredit in
the bank. They drew out 8,000 and Mrs,
Foster started for Paris that afternoon to
visit friends who had arrived from Amer-'
ica.  Next' day Thorpe, her brother,

‘| drew .out all'of his deposit and announced

that he had been recalled to Washington
and would depart in a day or two. At
the same time it was given out that the

lex-governor of Missouri would return to

Amgerica on the same steamer With his

Croquet Sets at Hibben & Co.’s.

fellow countrymen. On the aftermoon of

4

"' The town of Provins, France, which is |

A.;. -’; ,‘ ! % ; —ﬂu-"'
Vo ramoned to she e

o

gathered in front of the building and the
gheatest excitement prevailed.

Fostersand their friends were playing for
a stake.. The photograph of each one of
the four is to-be found in ~the it
gallery at police headquarters in New
York, Bosten, Philadelphia, Chi¢ago, St.
Louis 'and other cities. The w is
to-day a resident of a western city, and is
treferred to in Byrnes' book of criminals
tas one of the nerviest and most daring of
her sex he ever encountered. The man
who a8 an eX-governor was no
other than *‘Jew Bill,” a crook well
known in_the ‘west, who is now ‘“doi
‘time”’ in Canada. 1t was supposed at the
time that Thorpe was the notorious Ed
Rice, ”F he was ;moﬁn to bohabr&agd that
year. oster, t onup{ond us| , Was
an English criminal known as ¢ Lucky
Tom.” He had served two years in a
Freneh prison with a former employee of
 the Bank of Provins who had been  con-
tvicted of embezzlement. This man doubt-
less gave the information which was after-
-ward acted on. ! 4
While Foster had the look of & con-
sumptive, he was in teality in the best of
health and a strong man. He had
operations before being joined by Thorpe.
They had to keep a couple of servants in
the house, but these were allowed to go
home at night.” ‘The cellar was kept
locked, and they were given to’ under-
stand that, the family had no use: of it.
Foster had gone through the stone wall
exactly opposite the bank vaults. When
the others arrived the tunpel which he
had begun was excavated to the . wall of
tha bank, - ‘As the distance was only eight
feet it could have been dug in afew hours
but for the unlooked for obstructions en-
countered. ‘ The surface ef the earth be-
tween the house and the bank wasagrass
plet, with a shrub here and there. In
excavating the tunnel they first came
aeross a great rock, and they had to cnryé
to get arennd this. They next came upon
itwo old cannon, buried there perhaps a
century before, and the course of the tun-

gapfnel had to be changed again. A burial

of soldiers had taken place near: the can-
2on, and . the diggers had  hauled -out
many skulls and bones with their dirt.
B7 ‘'When the wall of | the bank building
as reached it was found to be as strong
and massive as that of a fortress. It was
not only composed of squared blocks of
great weight, but they were keyed to-
ether and laid .in ' cement which had
dened until it was’ stone itself. Al-

high the wall was four feet :
‘cracEsmen had made free use of chemicals
to the stone and cement, but had
fowhd nothing to-aid them. To get into
the vault, which backed up to that ~wall,
they must use chisel and mallet and pick.
It was slow, tedious work, and every one
was surprised that they got along as fast
as they did. " The tools which they
came 1 boxes from Paris, dire

honored representative of the Amer
gricull bureau, and no-one had:

to the:

|made through the wall was tly two
feet square, and the stone.was cuti away
blow by blow and chip by chip.

On the 11th, when the Fosters drew
out all their money but 1&)00 francs, the

cracksmen must have felt certain that

next morning after Mrs. Foster’s depar-
ture a box came by express from Paris.
This was supposed to have - contained
three, valises or traveling bags in which
bo store the plunder. At 6 o'clock on
the evening of the 12th Foster purchased
three railroad tickets to Paris, and - said
to the depot master that h
friends might go up by the night train
for a stay of two or three days. The ser-
vants were sent away at5 o'clock and
given three days’ leave. At what hour
'tie men broke through into the vault
could not be told, but they were at the

the | depot at 11:30 and took ' the midnight

train. - None of them had any baggage
whatever, and the 'station . agent could
ot remember that sny action on their
part sttracted his pnrhcuhrtttgntion.
"It must have been a bitter dose to the
men, who had toiled go. long and faith-
fully, te find the vault emgety of  every-
thing of value, and the bitterness was ip-
creased tenfold when they came to learn
what they bad  missed.. The Bank of
Provins had a good deal of its own cash
in that strong box a few hours before the
raid. The funds of the town ‘were kept
there, and there were 272 tin boxes be-
longing to as many different persens, each
box ' holding bonds, jewelry and cash.
The three men would have cleaned up at
least $100,000 apiece in ready money,
and could have carried off collateral for
as much more. As it was they lost their
‘time and current expenses, and the bank
was § thousand francs ahead on the Fos-
ter deposit. . The police of course took
the ¢ase in hand, but it was only to' dis-
cover that all the parties had crossed the
channel te England.

* Mrs. Foster’'was introduced to - the
tscheme because she was an attractive
woman and could speak French, and
would have got her share of the haul with
the rest. e house could not have been
rented without her, and her social stand-
ing was depended on to make everythi

run quietly. = As stated, she had en-

‘firee of the best -families in Provins, and

though a professional crook, and = doubt-
less afforded many opportunities for pick-
ing up valuables, she restrained her fin-
| gers and played lady to the last hour.

~

. GINGS.
. There were about’ 200 men of us at

of noon on a summer’s day when Big'
Jim Davis ‘came over -the hill with his
k on bis back and staked out a claim.

e came alone, and that was why we
noticed him so particularly. He seemed
to fight shy of us for three or four days,
and that was why we’ wondered if he was
all right. Big Jim had gota squint at
the face of every man in camp before he
thawed ont and beeame social.’ In a lit-
tle time we- found him to be'a good fel-
low, and so we: gradually
our first suspicions. We were:still agreed,
however, that there was something queer
about him. He appeared anxious and
.perturbed whenever & new trial was an-

s

13th workmen entered  the

~ You have guessed ere this that the|

though the building was only two stories |,
hh i - thick. =The

used | his stupor:

suspicion of their contents, The' ht:'I;

they were about through the wall. The|and

and. 'his/

THE STRANGER'S CALL AT HOMESICK DIG-

Homesick Diggings, and it was the hour|

“came to forget é

There were all sorts of men. in the min-
ing camps in those and i 5
rule to mind " ines

ing, even to his tentmate. . 3
There was a big shanty in the. center of
our village which was occupied as a store,
saloon, bank and fener&l rendezvous after
working hours.. I was in there one after-
noon just before the miners knocked off
work, when a stranger quietly entered.
He had come by the trail and alone, but
n_oogte,?md no him, He was a slim,
lightweight man, and though clothed in
rough garb you could see at onge that he
was not & miner, He was sunburned and
unkempt, but that was to be expected
out there. He was talking with the--
storekeeper as I entered—asking  after
just such & man as Big Jim Davis. His
face struck me: pleasantly enough, but
there was a something in his gray eyes to
remmd_ you of hi:_wounded beast, and a
something in voice to sati ou that
‘he would be a pitiless énem'yj.fy 3
"He went . out re 1'did. "Where he
kept himself for the next . hour I never
learned.. ‘The boys had’ knocked off,
washed up and eaten supper, and about

begun twenty of us had lounged into the store

for a smoko and a talk, when the littlo
man suddenly showed up. This, mind
you, was three months after Big Jim’s
coming. . Jim sat on a box ing the
door, which was open. I happened te be
looking at him, and 1 suddenly saw his
face grow paleand his jawdrop. I looked
over to the door amg there stood . the
stranger. He had a deering sort of smile’
on his face, and was looking only at Big
Jim. In ten seconds all eonversation
had ceased. - We instinctively felt that
the two were enemies, and ‘that the little
man had finally trailed*Big Jim down.

"It was fully two minutes before the
smr fmov’?rd;1 or ﬂapoke. Then he
8 orward until closeto Big Jim
mf said : "

*¢ It has been over two_ years, but I've
run you down at last I’ - ; s
Davis looked at him as one whe sees a
spectre, but made no reply. .

You have skulked and dodged like a-
coward !” eontinued the little man in the
same quiet voice, * but you'll be a man
now, of course. The -will see fair
play.  Shall it be pistol or knife ?” 3

If Big Jim’s eyes hadn’t been wide
open we might have thought him a dead
man. ' You never saw terror more plain-
ly written on a human face. ;
*“ 1t's a little affair of our own, gentle-

: h-n:igar, as he

¢ s thousands
of miles while looking for Big Jim. I've
been 'hunting him down, to kill or be
killed. . This world isn’t ‘big enough for
both of us. ~ Arrange ' the details to suit
the erowd.” " " ¢

No orie of us had
strange:

of ken.  Just as the
jshed Big Jim recovered from
: demade & move for his pistol,,
{Like a flash of lightning ‘the little man

ad him covered, and then he laughed a
* “T onght to shoot you down like a
but I'll give you a sk~w.  Come ?J‘t:'tz::
doors,  Shall it be this or the knife

Big Jim turned white again and re-
Ia into his former state of dumbness.
e stranger surveyed him in disgustand
ooncem_%t, and by and by turned to us
said:

¢ Back in the states this white livered
coward . betrayed. my confidence and
L wrecked bx:g bhome and my life. Even
‘his dead body would disgrace your dig-

mg; ~ Come Jim 1”
o “stepped back and beckoned to
 Davis, who slowly followed, staring like
one who walks in his sleep. The little
man backed to the door—ont of it into
the moonlight, and then started up,the
trail. Davis followed like a dog, never
looking to the right or to the left—mak-
ing not the slightest move to draw his
weapon. It was asif he had been mesmer-
ized. Something of that' same feetliﬁ
was upon‘all the rest of us, for we &
at the doar, ess and amazed, and
looked after the pair until they were out
of sight. It was like a dream, and men
rubbed their eyes as if heavy with sleep.
Up the hill—around the great black
rock—%uc the tree on  which we hung
Taylor for murder, -and then they were
out of sight. The stranger we never saw
again. : A month later a prospector found
Big Jim’s skeleton in a ravine two miles
away. s ML QA

s e e S
Tar Daxgsr oF TerriNg THE TRUTH.
—There was oncg in Iowa a forcible.
Emoher, but deficient in education, and
e occasionally committed some grave
misdemeanors in grammar. One Sunday
evening, while speaking rapidly, he made
a gross insult on Lindley Murray. No
sooner had the sentence escaped his lips,
than he stopped, and said : ‘I am aware
that my education is deficient, I regret
that I did not have the advantage of good
schools while a boy. If I had besn more
fortnnate, I would now be preaching to a
more intelligent congregation.” The man
told the truth, but, says the American
paper which gives:the account, *it was
the last time hé preached in that church
—
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