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THE TEMPTATION. |

CHAPTER II

MBS, DOBSON'S LODGING-HOUSE—JIM POTTS
COMES OUT IN A FAVOURABLE LIGHT.

“ Nongense, nonsense, I tell
laughed PLilip agein. *“I did no
but what I slmnld have been reprobated
for not doing. Then I am not the only
one who was of service. There’s the
young lady who wes with me; she ren.
dered him very important nssistance,
And there's yourself, Jim, who rendered
essential aid. So if your notion is to
hold, all three would — "'

“Not a bit onit, sir!” oxclaimed Jlm,
very emphatically. * Wotis the gen'lam
beholden to me for? Nothing at all, sir.
All I did was to go for the cab; and
Lord bless ye, anybody could have "dono |
that. As for the young lady,” added
Jim, with a twinkle in his eye, * I con-
sxdered I was including her when I put
you in the gen'lam’s will. I hopes }lou
understand, sir; and no offence taken,
gir 2"

“Offence ! No; but Zw am I to un-
derstand you 2 returned Philip.

“ Oh, sir, I've got a bit of an eyeinmy
head,and can twig things when Isee 'em,
which is wery right and proper, sir—
wery right indeed; for 'a nicer young
lady I never c]npped eyes on, and when
I see her a wipin’ the Lun'luux s faco 80
gentle and tender, I thought nhe was o
wery angel, and nothin’ less, sir,” !

““Ha!” cried Philip, with a laugh, |
thougly the laugh was accompanied with ’
a palpable blush. “ You have
drawing inferences, have you? "

“One, sir; and it ain’t & wrong onc |
I'm wery suro. In course it’s wery
in me, sir, to make s a obsc
but I means no nl'fuu,e, sir—not by 1.«:\
meang whatsomever.

“ And no ofience is taken, I assurc
you,” rejoined Philip. “I don’t knos
how it iz, Jim Potts, but you inspire we |
with the most ||u.mun\h‘l confidence. 1|
have a conviction thit I can trust you t
that you are true as steel—that you |
wouldn’t say a false word or do a mean |
action for the world. And to show yon
how high my opiuion of youis, I don't
mind owning to you that you are not fur
astray in your iden. There is an affec-
tion subsisting vam sen  Annabel and I !
myself, and'she is as nice and good :\~§
you have hinted.” . |

“I give you joy, sir, I do indeed, of |
having got such & treasure as the hcart
of a boautiful and good young lady like
her; and I th you, sir, for the good
opinion you have picked up of me. l
ain't agoing ic s how its right or
wrong. Ih feili
well as most p
to doright and
dence you e given mo, sir, you'll find
it all the samo ns if you had said it toj
that fire shovel ; and I am y proud |
and grateful, sir; for your sy €0 i
kind to one who is in 1 a di!iuxeut‘
station from yourseli, sir,

“S8tation ™ is nothing “here,
thiug,” said Philip, ekrnestly ;
is everything, and yours I find worth
my rnnh even the most exalted. . Mq

ur .)u‘u;u(wu 94
some, gir, I puts my|
I aiu't wery part |
I have been
nmy hm\. I haven
cir, and like to sea the wi
ut here m\l ﬂu\xr‘, al\nl al- |

i

a3 for the confi-

so I move ab
ways find work o’ so
going. I havn't be

gir, mﬂy two months, and ‘have ;vut a

in one o’ Uvn warehonses—not a g
thing, sir ; but I hopo to find something |
better whenI 1 have time tovlook abo
ine, ' Perhs you and may )

pen to hav acquaintance.’

“We must, J wa positively must,"
replied the y “ You and I scem to

guit each other exactly,”

il 'ﬂlu( you - again, sir; and
but \\lwn you are manager of s
chouse, I may have a post uy

I would ln L think of mcving, si
I )m-l you for a master,”

“Ah, well, Jim,” said Philip, with s
thing llkn a sigh, “the prospect of 5
‘thing as i
I have not sue:
wish, and may be forced to accept sc

Fi

who

pair, eir,” eried Lm M,
\ Avg ]un like you is
on and get up. I'm ne it A Li
you, sir, not a
the top o’ the tr
At thiz » vi 1t of th'iruunhu
were int
sdeoom.
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