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The Maiden’s Gholce

Or, THE LAIRD OF BIRKE

A Tale of the Covenanters.

LEUCH.

Mr. Gordon’s decision being inade, all do-
mestic arrangements must be broken up, and
something like plans made to meet the dark
and uncertain future. It was at this juncture
that Charlie and Walter pressed their suit
with Marion, and then it became necessary
that her choice should be declared. In her
own_ secret heart it had been already made.
Indeed, as between the two youths she never
really requlrw.l to make . ~hoice at all, and if
Charlie Allan had 1 n blinded by his |
self-confidence he wou ¢ vbserved long
before, that Marion < .« ve had been
given to Walter; for thou m the innate
kindness of her nature she hal treated him
with sisterly regard, she gave
ment to that warmer feeling
fessed.

He proposed and was rejecte s met the
rejection with anger and bitteru: s of s
For his own sake, as well as for the sake of
Marion, Mr. Gordon, when he came to know
the state of mmtus told Charlie that the
best thing for him to do was to leave the
manse, and this he did in sullen silence. He
went, and never communicated with them
again—had never been seen or heard of by
a.y one of them till the night of the encounter
on the moor.

Marion’s answer to Walter’s request tha
she should be his wife was a sweet blushing
consent; but, owing ta the present state of |
‘trouble and uncert.inty, the marriage was
delayed. They were betrothed, and heped to
be united when happier tiv . - prrived. \‘ alter
tried hard to persuad yrdon to give
her to him at once, b better

¢ should wait, anc smber
came, when t} 1 to
leave Greystone, « side h an
aunt near Edinl Goraon re-
moved into Du ud took up his
abode vith his ud, the qul ut
B ,A-,ulw cat Coven

*h he pro-

3 \l‘m of
farewell to tl
who accomps
—all these m

tracted sery B
e parting with those
ome miles on his way
.welt on as subjects for
athetic descripuun. But what
k‘uun hundred similar scenes occurred at
that time in Scotland, and their influence m
the hearts and souls of the people was to ot
tle, them as a rock in the cause of the Co
nant, Their pastors being gone, and no
\lnnhml teachers coming in their ropm, they
forsook the temples of their wors In)n
spent silent Sabbaths in their own houses ot
among the solitary hills, mourn ug f
desolation of their Zion,
that Gospel truth they had be
receive.

Thus it was with the people of the parish
of Greystone. The curate who succeeded
Mr. Gordon was as opposite to him as light
to darkness, and, to his rage and mortifica-
tion, he prcuthul to nearly empty pews.
Four years passed, during which they had
heard, on rare occasions and by stealth, some
of the *outted’ ministers who chanced in
their wanderi to come into the district—
such men as Peden, Cargill, Welsh, ¢
Blackadder. But they longed to see and hear
again their old pastor, and he, yearning
srdently inhisexile to pay a visit to the place
and people of his heart, found means to let
them know that such was his intention:

Of course, such a visit must be made as
secretly as possible, for the penalty of a visit
made by an expe Jled minister to his parish
was heary. Walter Elliot, with eager alucri
ty, offered him an .hy\mn at Birkencleuch
an offer which Mr. Gordon was loath to ac
cept, for an equally heavy penalty fell on

who harboured the offenrders. B n
led with such earnestness that he's
sth prevailed, and it was settled that \Irv
Gordon should eome for a week or two to
dirkencleuch.,

He came, and reached his asylum in safety.
Faithfully 'did his devoted people keep the
secret of his presence, and on the night when
our story opens he ha W0 been a week amongst |
them, and several meetings had been held
“No hostile or ear scemed to have be-
come aware of Tiis atay at the mansion of tire
young laird, but th
company with her cousin, Hugh M'Kail, and
meeting on the moor with Charlie
4 , now a dragoon officer, changed the
whole aspect of_uffairs, and dangers of a
serious kind now “surrounded the whole of
them, causing them to adopt pr '"& and

et of

caretul measures to avert them—the ¢
these being the precipitate midnight marr
of Walter and M and the search for
ding-place for the two persecuted ministers.
2 —CHARLIE ALLAN AND HIS TROOPERS
EUCH.
Birkeneleuch had
rour nl tower which rose
woods, and commanded un
st in the direction of }

a high

extensive
w(\\lnr,

and the ra

antic streams of the Crawick ar

'llm tower was not open at the top, \ml bad |

covered with flat grey stones.
s0 loop holes in it, tfrom whic
v could be fully séen, and
notwithstandiy his labours overnight,
drew Weir was stationed at one of
loopholes by the tirst stre ak of duwn, Keep
ing careful outlook towards Sanquhar, Whenee
the expeeted visitors would come

It was a shy harp ¢ risp October morning, with
a touch of the air, which the rising
would soon dispel, and the va Ixul\!ls

h bad overhung the low ground were
foating towards the hills. leaving the

' lear mul distinet for many miles.
At length the sun rose over the distant
Solway, and crowned tlie lofty Lowthers with
his radient beams. Just as his level rays
struck upon the valley of the Nith, and glanc-
od from bend t bend of the river, these same
rity

There were,
the wide pros

s far down the val ,‘.n' made Andrew

and shade his eyes with his hand that

h ze might be more piercing and intent,

Th “Hashes that had caught his eye danced
and fickered as if the objects which reflected
the - inbeams were in motion, and the p(mul
jarit of that motion at once convinced An-
drew that it was a troop of lorse coming
along at a brisk pace, whose brass helmets
and %umlshed weapons glowed so brightly
in the morning light.

¢ There they come, the blackguards,’ he
muttered, nmi was about to descend in haste
to ucqumuthn master, when footsteps sound-
ed on the turret stair which led to the tower,
and the head and shoulders of Walter Elliot
rose through the trap door by which that
high sentinel box communicated with the
lower portions of the r mansion.

¢ Anything to be descried yet Andrew !

* his quusnon, utin a clonl manly \uh e,

“Iroth ie there, sir,’ r(wpondcd Andrew.
¢ I hae just gotten, lint o' llmr sabres aboot
five uufw awa’, fud was comin’ tae tell ye.—
Step thruugll and ye'll see the vagabonds for

ersel’.

Without a word Walter sprang lightly
through, and advancing to the loophole, di-
rected -+ keen but calm glance down the val-
ley. 11 stood for several moments in utter
nlence then he speke—

“You must hu\' been mistaken, Andrew,’
he remarked ; ‘I can see nolhmg to indicate
the presence ul'horscmcn

¢ llAJUL on yon side 0’ the Cumnock wood,’

ndrew was there I saw them.’
alter looked at the spot named, and could
ily, make out the long dark strip of dark
foliagk, but nothing like the sunlight glanc-
ing on military accoutrements. Suppuulng
, that the wood might eonceal the o

" was

howe
jects which Andrew had scen, he waited a
minute or two, and then he also saw on this |
side of the wood flashes wiich he knew in &
moment to proceed from a company of ad-
vancing caval

ou are right,’ he exclaimed, *Thy

encourage- |

virit, |

boots it! |

and |

wrrival of Marion, in |

above the surround- |

An- |

flashed in a peculiar way on some bright |

There within the hour, Remain and. watch

their movements, while I

iends nxe‘ to the Im{lng p llook W

m’ rew to keep oul m the
tower, Walter demndadt e 0arrow winding
stair at a rapid nd proceeded to the

urwhwh q rdon and M'Kail slept
for the purpose of Yonsing them, ~ But, early
thon h the hour was, they were already up,

d holding deep conference on the darken-
\"g rospect of affairs,

lad to find you dressed,’ eried Walter as
he entered. ‘It will give us more time to get
you comfortably into your concealment. Our
friend is aporoaching with his men at his
back.”

‘Well, said Mr. Gordon, with a quiet yet
half sad smile, ‘have you discovered a way
by w:;ich the prey may be kept from the
ml y Y’

bave,’ answered Walter cheerily. ‘Since
we parted at midnight Andrew and I have
discovered a place of perfect concealment.—
Follow me and I will I(‘ﬂ(' you to it.

¢ And Marion, what of her ¥’ said the minis-
ter anxiously.

‘Bhe cannot well make the descent to th
place,’ returned Walter. *‘But there is 1.
need that she should be concealed. . I have
power enough to protect her. Allan will not

are to harm her. You two are within his
commission, but no one else, and if he should
be unscmpu]mu enough to presume too far
in his_ill- gl\ en authority, I know how to
deal with him,’

‘Take care my boy,’ said Mr. Gordon, in a
somewhat anxious tope. *Don't get into
trouble by any hasty action. Charlie's posi-
tion gives him the advantage.

\ TO BE CONTINUED.
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| (-uclph Markets.
| MERCURY OFFICE, GUELPH,
January 6, 1868.
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Money Market.

EXCHANGE OFFICE
January 6, 1863
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$6 00
Market hnu it Satia
actions. G
still rule. l T
Hogs small arrivals | u
firmer ; Butter sales unl\ by nlul
 and rates nominal

Butter
Ashes

duiry 10
Pots &5

ported, former ra
mm but very quiet ;

ged but holde
Ashes neglect-

ToroxTO, January 4, 1568

1 No. 1, at €7 00
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sSTAR

SHUTTLE SEWING MACHINE. | g,

Patented May, 1867.

Sur101)) Oprur- LPraYy Ino [ PAINpPIY ALY 9\

'@m’ ; mmo mwmwmé

3100.

FPHE Star Shuttle Sewing Machine makes a
| stiteh alike on both sides of material sewe
which will not rip or ravel Do 11 kinds ot
work equally as well as Singer's high-priced ma
chine. Combines simplicity with durability
is warrauted far five years.. 1t is suited allke for
the dressmaker, tailor, manufacturer or family
§ l’\Hnlm having heen appointed General |
hes to ¢ L few koo
s, to w od indue
For machine, sample
work, or terms, address —

J. E. SPAFFORD,
Ponsonby P. 0,
E. A. Nlealy, Stratford P. 0.,

ce—Rev.
or Box 450, Toronte

THOS. HOBSON& Co.,

' Produce Commission Merchants,

486and438 , Paur STrERT,
MONTREATIL.

CONSIGNMENTS of Flour, Grain, Pork,
Butter and Ashescarefullyrealised. Ad-
vances made by draft or cash, on receipt of
Bill of Lading forthreg-fourths value of ship-
ment. (,hur{eu. as low as any responsible
House in the trade. Haying had many years
experience in the business. both in Groat
Bnuln and Canada,wn are therebyenabled
n offers eciul advantages to our correspon=~
dents. @ have connectionsin all thelead-
ing Ports of Great Britain,aswellas in Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and Newfoundland, |
and consignors have the choice of any of the
above Markets when prices arefavorable.
THOS. HOBSON & CO,

Commission Merchan
1o¢th 18%7. A00-1§

BERKSHIRE BOAR.

HE subscriber has newly purchased a first-
class pure-bred Berkshire Bunr which will
serve sows during the season. Terms $1.
X LAN '*l\l[’u!)\ Hlm kxmlth
N} 6d

hloutr

|
Guelph, 23rd Dec

GEORGE PALMER

TROTTER & GRAHAM.

GUELPHand BRAMPTON,

Members of the Dental Assoclation of the Pro
vice of Ontario.

(Successor in Guelph to T. Trotter.)
OFFICE:

Over Mr. Higinbotham's Drug Storg

Rev. Archdeacon Palmer; Drs,

and Herod, Guelph; A. F. Scott.
:; George Green, County At~
»

on Taronto Hospital
nts used for extracting

W. K. GRAHAM
(dw-1y)

STEPHEN BOULT
ARCHITECT AND BUILDER,

Office, Woolwich Street, nearly vmmkm
Douglas Street.

|
| Plans, Specifications & Bstimat eq,

Supplied, and work superintendend
inall its branches.

Guelph, 2ud August, 1867.

b

the old estuhln-hed Lumber Yard of Thos |

McCrae, Esq , begs a continuation of publu

patronage. All kinds of Lumberon hand.—
rempt attentiongiven to allorders.

ll’lilllillg Done to Ordcr,

| AND ALL KINDS OF

| Mouldings, Sashes, Doors Blinds, |
and Mac |llll(‘ Ju‘ner-’ Work,
Executed with degpateb and keptalways on
hand (‘.|=h paid for allkinds of Lumber '\t
the yard.
S. Boultth anks the public fnreleun)(nr

kind favore, and hopes for a conlmunmun
the same.

Thomas MecC rm‘thnnl(rlhn rvuﬁu‘iur
pastfavours, and recommends Mr Boult to |
thenlmOurubltounndrmu on.

HOMAS \I('CRAF.‘
Guelph-Januaryil, 1367 69R-tf

CHEAP

Photowmhs

W BU RGEbb

1 his friends and the pul

) nd surronnding cos ry that
faving received n large 1ot of FEANES suita
ble for

Christmas Presents,

he will through the HOLIDA

S furnish all kinds
of Photographs at greatly

Parties

wishing to ke
graphs 1

N s of Photo
their friends s} |v.n|4\ cal

it once.

PICTURES

|
of all kinds
|

urnished in the first style of the art

allery above John A

W.BURGESS.

1807, dw

= Woodl's Grocery

Juclph, 15th December

FAMILY KNITTING MACHINE

\Ivurnt-ml by the La
Manufacturing

Knitting
ompany,
{
| CHICOPEE FALLS, N. Y.
‘ ] T is the hest Family Knitting Machine extant
No other invention aftords
| ployment for women.
It has taken the Highest preminm (a
vil AU W the Fair of the American Institut
¢ Exhibition of the Mass. Chari m i&
wd the Provincial Exhibi
nd the highest Premium at
Wy Fair wherever it has been
| exhibited —eclipsing hll other machines
It sets up its own Work, knits all sizes, widens
and narrows, knits the heel into the stocking,
and narrows off’ the toe complete ; itknitsa yard
of plain work in five minutes, a pair of Socks
| in ‘thirty minutes; knits the single, double
and faney flat webs, producing all varicties
an infant's stocking, mitten
hawl or hood, which no
rld ean do. 1t is simple,
ted

Machine

kn 1. Lot No,
's Carriage
ot o receipt

8 Machine w
d Con., Puslineh, opposite €
. &4 Samples of Knitting
25 cents in postage stamps,
Agents Wanted.
JACOB N. COBER,
| Sole Agent for Wellington
ties.  Also, Agent for the BARCLAY. SEWIN(
| MACHI manufactured in Paris, Onta

Adiress Hespeler P O )-4m

} Waack 3.18

'Funerals,

-

spared to attend funerals as usual
Hearse to hire

Tis Steam Planing Mill is in constant operation,

1 kinds of lumber, sashes, doors, blinds, monld-

s, &c.  He solicits a sharé of public patronage,

NATHAN TOVELL,
Nelson Crescent

COW LOST
TRAYED or Stolex from the Fair ground on
ay, & White Cow. Had small horns,
and mm in 1,.(!0([ condition. Any person return-
ing her to the owner, or giving such information
ln me or at the Mercunry office as will lead to her
recovery will be rewarded.,

WM. NAPPER,
sion, Nassagawey

Boardmg and Day School
for Young Ladies.
CHURCH-ST. CUELPH.

188 \‘v'lGH'l')l.\.\'—lT‘u:—m announce that her

school will re-open(D. V.) on the 6th o1
January. Vacancies for two or three boarders,

Guelph, 26th Decen:ber, 1867,

wly
Valuahle Building Lats for Sale
IN EVERTON.
Tllh subsceriber offers for sale, cheap for uhh.
wo valuable building lots in the Vills

Everton, b No, as lnlnl out
on the map made by , Bsq,

There are two-tifths of an acre of lan |n tlm two
fots, and Vbeing,close to the Disciples’ Meeting

House, and T & central part of the Village, form
excellent sites for buildin For terms a )pl)
At the MERCURY Onlcd.or%uby leugr post-paid)

. ABBIBEIuIAwnu -at-Law,E
D tor i Notary Publi

DU DBERTSON ..u

DENTISTS!

JTEPHEN BOULT having sncceeded (u!

profitable en- |

and Waterloo Coun- |

Gold & Silver Plating

A. HOWIE & CO.

Royu) Hotel Buildings, James-st.,
EAMII.TOIN.

Watches, Chains, Rings Pencil Cases,
and all kinds of Jewelry
Plated in Gold.

Tea Setts, Cake Baskets, Knives, Forks, Spoons,
&c., Plated atreasonable rates.
Jdiso, Door Plates § Carriage

Trimmings
of every descriptien done to order with neatnes
and despatch

Orders from a distance punctually attended to.
Hamilton, November 23 1867. dw3m

Excellent Farm

For Sale in Eramosa.
NOR sale that vaiuable
" West-half of Lot

nosa,

, composed of the

8, 8rd Concession,

\ One Hundred Acres!

| with about 70 acres eleared
“4|H lity, and well watered

torey Stone House

, and cellar the

Land
There is a

of excellent

Ilu so a large
and a thriving
'fruit. This pro-

erms and particn-

.m.m.ﬁ i3 is arly new.  There is
LE RN nearly new,
\u)» "Alu'”l«l t wraf
perty will besold cheap,  For t
| lars apply to
HENRY HATCH,
anl]lh lmh 1).,.1;.\.., 1~m

Guelph.
wim

At Wholesale Prices.

AVING o e stock of luml\ and SIHOES,
ill offer the \IHu
Prices. — Note
will save from
ing at the

during that mm

| Kingston Penitentiary

| BOOT AND SHOE STORE

|Men’s Coarse Boots!
!‘Hl(‘ll

‘.lv\wxlnml\

eryvthing in the line at

8.
t the place

e Store,
jr \11 work warranted.
J. CRIDIFORD.

(.\n]ph 4th November, 1867,

FURS,

FURS, FURS.

[

Kingston Penitentiary

REDUCED PRICES. |

T E have apened our stock ¢ (ll"
ywn manufactyre; which we
LOW PRICES, viz :

Extra Dark Mink,
Royal Ermine,
Siberian Squirrel,
River Mink,
Ladies Hoods,
ont u!( Ih] III\I

RS, four

will sell at

And a fall ol '8
GENTS MUFFLERS SLEIGH
F. GARLAND,

Market Square, GurLy

The llu:h(-st P\‘i('o paid for Raw Furs |

Guelph, Oct, 31, 1867,

© New Livery Stahle.

HORSES FOR HIRE,

PARTIES wishing to hive Saddle-horses,or Hors
ex and Buyg can do soat moderate rates,
by appiying to the undersigned, at the Welling r.m

Hot
; JOSEPH STRAHAN.

7 1867

ROBES, &¢

| S84 wis2

wies,

@uelyi, Oct

. OGS

On
I*I OUR AND PBED | V’I‘ORM

Opposite the Market Shed.

of . Mill

‘H\\I ANTLY ON HAND, all Kinds
VIR ped Peas, Middlin

Cornmeal, Oatmeal, Flour!

Sugar-cured Hams,and Potatoes
1867 b

| Bacon,
| Guelph, 25th August,

Men Wanted

\\7.\.\' TED, a few more
GOOD CHOPPERS

to cut wood by the Cord.
{mades from 31,25
weekly

|

| Good wages can be

to 21.50 :a day being paid

Constant Employment tiH next June.

Apply to LE
. A Roc!

Rockwood, Jan. 2nd, 1868,

k\mwfsmuun Ont.
T4l-w-4t

NOTICE

To Debtors & Creditors.

YHE undersigned E utors for the Estate or
r_l_ he late Alexander McKinnon, deceased,
he r.n,) Give notice to all parties indebted to the

atatg, to pay to J. W. BURT, acting Fxecu-

4 he is the only person author-

y for the said Estate, and all

s are forbid paying to any other person. Al
parties having claims against the Estate are here-
h) notified to send in the same to the undersigned
e axpiry of six months from the

JRT, )
4\“.(' 1 I'll\)MV)\ J Executors
J 5 Y,

Erin, Nov. 16, 1§ 734-wSm

DOMINION SALOON,

(LATE GRAND'S SHADES SALOON,)

| OPPOSITE THE MARKET,

GUE L PH.

NHOICE LIQUORS, Cigars, Oysters, &c., &e.,
always on hand. ‘Meals furnished at

f
1M pEmis BUNYAN.

s, Shorts, Brau, |

THE GROUERY & WINE TRADE.
OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT.
RANK SMITH &CO.

77 Front Street, Toronto,

£G to intimate to thelr Western friends and the public generally, that they have now received a
large portion of their Fall supply of

Fi

B ) ,
Fresh English Groceries, Wines, Brandies, &e.,”

‘Planet,” ‘Chaudiere,” ‘ City nl Hamilton,’
¢ Avon,” ‘Oneida, {ibe: rnln,
“Abeona’ and Gleniffer,
+Agues’ from Charente.

Ex ilenborde,’ from London.
‘Peruvian, ‘Summer,’ "and Pericles,’ from*Liverpool.
from Glasgow.

I3 And are daily expecting the arrival of

Fresh New Crop Fruit and Mediterranean Cargo

Ex, ¢ Deodara,’ * Canny Scott’ and *Mary Ann,’ from Malaga, Marseilles and Denia

JUST RECEIVING IN

} Hhdsand Tierces of Barbadaes, Porto Rico and Cuba 8t zaii.
1iMs Currants crop 1566, VERY CHEAP.
5175 Half Chests and Catties Souchong, Congou, Japan, Gunj
With a full assortmient of Tobaccos, Refined Sug;
which will be submitted to the trade,

¥F= Inspection invited

Toronto, 6th November, 1

STORE.

oung andOld Hyson Teas,

rs, Wir Liquors.and Dry Groceries. All of
equal to and below Montr al prices.

Terms Liberal.

Cash and prompt paying cu-tomers desired.

dwtf

RIEIVEOWV A XTI
- GRAND CLEARING SALE!

JAMES CORMACK,

AVING leased 1
has determined

l e and Now Store next t
y ose of the balance of liis large Sto

READY-MADE C

CLOTHS AND CENTLEMEN'S

At a Tremendo

'F PRI

e will fi

L<g

OHN HORSMAN’S, he

class

THING,

,AING COODS,

<Reduction

well made and well stayed, the pub-
in Guelph

are all new, the

As the G
) st and chespest s

f the
charged the regular price

JAMES CORMACK,

dw Wyndham-st,, Guelplh.
s

CHRISTMAS BOXES.

Guelph, 31st December,

1867,

WE WOULD INVITE THOSE ABOUT TO PURCHARE

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

tostep in and examine our stock, as it is larger and more varied than ever.

D. SAVAGH.

Gueph, December 14, 1567

GREAT SALE OF

-BOOTS AND SHOES

FURS. |

PREST & HEPBURN

WILL COMMENCE

Monday next, 23rd Dec.,

| To sell off the entire Stoclit of Imported[Goods

|
t Cost and Under?

|
and will continue until the whole is CLEARED OU
their own manufacture. This will be the
iuelph fo buy cheap Boots

1
i

a8 they intend in futnre to keep nothing but
sest opportunity ever offered in the Town
and Shoes, as the

Whole Stock will be sold without Reserve for Cash only.

PREST & HEPBURN.

Guelph, 16th December. 1867,

DRY GOODS & GROCERIES,

G.& A. HADDEN.

Would invite the special atttention of the public to their very large stock of

SEASONABLE DRY GOODS!

C nm\rnumb a full assortment of every description of Goods suitable for the Fall and Winter Trade,
No old, moth eaten bankrupt stock, but all Fresh New Goods, which they are determined to sell off
at such a reduction in price as c annot fail to give entire satisfaction to the purchasers.

GROCERY DEPARTMENT

They would call phrticnlar notice to a large and choice uu.)rtnu*nt ur Fresh New Season
TEAS,; consisting of Pingsey, Moyunes, Laperial Gunpowger, Japans, homhrmg and Congou, which
for strength, fragrance and price are not excelled by anyTiouse in Guelph. ht Muscovado and
Refined Sugar, Loaf Sugar, Green and Roasted Coffee, Fine Chewing and Slu %dn g Tobacco, New
Layer, Valentia and Secedless Raisins, Prime New Zante Currants, Eleme Figs, Almonds, l-llhun.m &e.

Wines, Brandies and Liquors

A large stock of choice Wines, Brandies and Liquors, warranted i

uine.  Crockery, China and
Glassware in great variety, Also,a full assortment of FAMILY G

ERIES of u-e Dest quality
-

L) = N

and at the lowest price,
G. 8 A

T




