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Our Invesiigafion
And Others.

This morning the Enquiry en-
tered upon the third stage when
an investigation was begun into
the allegationis “of wrongdoing
in the Department of Agricul-
ture & Mines during 1921 and
1923 in relation to the expendi-
ture made for the relief of des-
titution, and known as the Pit
Prop account, and also in rela-
tion to the expenditure upon the
Model Farm.”-

The investigations so far con-
ducted have occupied consider-
able time, and there is nothing
to indicate that the Third Sec-
tion can well be disposed of
more briefly. Thé cost of the En-

provided it is effective,
time and money will have been
well expended. x

In Halifax, a similar investig-
ation has just heen completed,

both |

auditors reveals deplorable laxity
in a'most every department.
With the exception of the eity
eollector, Theakston, who was |
gentenced to a term of imprison-
ment, there has not been found
any other instance of misap-
propriation of funds.

The Halifax Chronicle gives
the following summary of the
findings of the auditors:

1. The greater part of the eivic mess
is the result of Jaxity on the part
of the City Auditor.

. The most pressing need is that of
a competent City Auditor; a man
who is capable and energetic.

. A complete re-organization of the
accounting system in the various’
civic departments is an absolute
necessity. ¢

. The total of outstamding and un-
collected taxes up to April 30,

1923, is $1,661,578.18.

. The whole gystem of handling the
fortnightly pay roll§ of the Board
of Works must be ehanged.

. If the best interests of the City are
to be considered, all civie accounts
must be kept on a “revenue” basis.

. The tax rolls are found tc be in de-
plorable condition.

. Practically effort . has ever
been made to collect arrears inm
water rates. v

. Immediate steps should be taken
to collect overdue assessments.

."Defalcations by the former City
Collector, ‘as far as it has been
possible to ascertain, amount to
approximately $83,000.

no

Treagon most:infamous’ is the
description .given to a transac-
tion which ha$ just been expos-~
ed in Ameriea, and into which
President €oolidge is stated to
have declared that there would

be immediate, adequate, and un-
,spr!ng prosecutions both crim-
inal and civic, and that the laws

3 7 5 j i Friday night at 7
quiry is certain to be heavy, but |
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ll..  THESCENES.

and the report presented by the | !

!rtﬁmdﬁ\e DntlttonotA; ﬁhlﬁe‘d wrongdoing
T.. Wooltrey, of ~Lewisporte, mer- mof.&mmltm_
-chant, alleging that Curtis Boone and lmthy

to the

the Bame of “The Caribou Restau- | the

rant” are insolvent and prays. that | gs #

they may be so declared. (Adjourn- | rels

ed hearfng) J. A. Barron is heard. | Model Farm. v

Henry A. Northcott sworn and ex-| ygp WINTER—Mr. Commissioner,
amived by J. A. Barron; and put id | 5y thid section of the Commission
statement of liabilities and 2686th. | mffers somewhat in character aud

Cross-sxamined by Wood, K.C, f0r | yury considersbly in scope trom the |

time. Newfoundiand time 9 o'clock.

PEPYS BEHIND

Ayre & Sons, Ltd., attaching creditor | ywo which preceded it, I think it
and puts im a letter from Northeott ““ﬂmmwmu
and Boone to Ayre & Sons. Cross- I should explain brisfly its origin
examined by Higgins, K.C., for Mr. and. the- natufé of the matters which
N. Northcott and puts in statements the investigation under it is lkely
of ‘assets and Iiabilities. ; Cross- | 45 embrace. The manner in which
examined by Mr. Cramm for Richard this branch of the enquiry came in-
Boone and Curtis Boone. Re-exam- |, existence 18 a thing—-a matter of
ined by Mr. Barron, Curtls Boone |puplic knowledge. During the Ilast
sworn and examined by Mr. Barron. session of the Legislature certain
Cross-examined by Wood, K.C., Hig-| gatements were made in the House
gins, K.C., and Mr.-Cramm. Mr.| ¢ Asgembly to the effect that ger-
Barron moves that Curtis Boone and tain payments, not very considerable
N. A. Northeott be declared insolvent, | i~ amount, comparatively small,
Wood, K.C., moves for attaching|ware made out of Government money
creditors’ costs and the appointment apd charged to this account, which
of James Harvey as trustee. - Mr. |y - gha)l  afterwards explain,. and
Barron moves for petitioning credit- | wnicn should, on the face of them,
ors’ costs. It is ordered accordingly.| have been charged to the private
> and - personal account of the Mifis-

Listeﬂ ln ter. - As a result of these statements,

or charges, as I may call them, the

full  actounts covering the expenses

A talk on Newfoundland, Nova | were laid before the House, and to
Scotia and Bermuda which should | cut a lopg story short, as a result
prove interesting to all those 'who|of these charges themselves and of!
have receiving sets im the .city, will | their nature, it was thought well to
be broadcasted by Mr. C. A .Bond, of | include this particular section of the |
the National Cash Register Co., from | énquiry in this Commissien and " to
the C.H.A.C. Station, Dartmouth on have the fullest possible iuvestiga-

.30, Eastern Standard | tion into all the matters contained in

: this very comprehensive account,l
known as the pit prop account, and’
to bring out any explanation, any- |
thing in the nature of wrongdoing or‘
improper. handling Of public moneys.
That in & few - words is a rough'
statement of the manner in which:
this branch of the enquiry origi-!

==3= | nated.

Feb. 1“111.-—[’1) betimes and my of- To explain what the pit prop ac- |
-fice about buginess. The weather | count is, that ¢an be done in a very
mighty mild and much rain, but the | few words, = The effects of the finan-
streets covered with-slush-and ice. The | ¢ial and commercial ‘depression " in
news of the third paragraph of the | 1920, ‘'which was feit ‘all -over the
Boquiry very conflicting, but Povey | world had their effect in this couns
tells me how Commissioner ‘Walker | try as well as in othen parts of the'
daid say that he would proceed with | world, and as.a résuit we had -pury
the hearing of it Thursday, be the | own-particular troubles, particularly
Crown ready or unready. From which, | in the marketing of fish, and there
it seems, he is mighty weary of it, and | was generally -a widespread poveérty
woiild have the Enquiry comie to an | and destitution amongst the people,'
end betimes, and most men I think, of | of whom the majority are fishermen. I
the same mind. My wife tells meé she There were demands upon the Gov-|
hath bought a néw gown, $50, which ernment for ~assistance, and it was .
1 was vexed for, being too much for a { decided that relief of - some Xkind
thing that could be blown away like a | should be afforded. This was done;
feather allmost. But ever - the way | but 1 do not mean here to go into
with women, that the Jess substance | the detatls st te the manner in ‘which
there be in the thinge they buy, the|it was done; while ii took several,
higher they pay for them, N forims the most important part ‘of

Feb. 18th.—To-day a Banaque Holi- | the monéys so expended are contain-
day, but the weather being mild, no | ed in the pit prop account, which, as
curling, and the Enquiry adjourned | the name  indicates, is concerned
also, 8o little to do. Abroad and meet | mostly in the cutting or sale of tim-|
with Mr. Parsons; thie Prison Govern- | ber. That .includes other forms of
our, and he lauds me mightily of my | relief, but the greater part is taken
journal, which is, he says, the best|up with transactions having to do
thing he has seen in the news sheets with the cutting and exportation -and
this long time. Which, for all my mod- | sale- of timber. It has always been
esty, did sound sweet to my ears, be- | the settled policy of this country not
ing of no little accompt, to be praised | to- permit the export of raw timber, |
by ome that hath his experiemde in|except under exceptional circum-,
writing, so T thank him for it. Anon | Stances; and it' was felt that these
to Harvey’'s pier, to go on board the | were exceptional circumstances whic
ship Rosalind, and to discourse with had arisen: and the extraordinary
Captain -Janes in-his eabin. Meetmg step was taken of allowing wood to
Dr. Wilsen, thztuNowioqmuud'g on- | be cut in the form of pit props or
ly woman doctorp&hegells me she ig | pulp wood and to be sold and export-!
going abroad; and is I'think, a shame, | ed in that form. This was.done first,
that we cannot keep her here, being | 02 HExecutive responsibility; atter-'
to the advantage of the country. Home, wards approved /and adopted ¥y an
with ‘a great soremess of my neck, Act of Legislature.
which 1 know not how to account for, point arises, and that is, while the
unless it iz that I il expose it to a ¢ommission would seem to indicate
draught. So to Yub it with a strong | that we are only concerned with the

years 1922 and 1923, it is necessary
to. go_back to 1921 for the beginning |
of the transactions which we have to

Government had (sroed to  sell}
the whole quantity of the wood. The

contract' was made in 1922 but after-|

wards was modified. A sort.of modi-

fication took place and a new con-|

tract was entered into in 1923 which
has just ‘béen  concluded.  That
‘contract we will call the Sate Con-
tract and ceftain features of thalt
contract call for examination and in-
vestigation. :

Mr. Winter explained’ that there
were other sub divisions such as dir-
ect relief, relief in the form of work
and distribution of seed potatoes. He
said that the multiplicity of the mat-
ters were so numerous that it would
at the ‘moment be impossible to be
specific,

Mr., Howley asked that a copy of
the auditors report be given him but
Counsel maintained that in the strict
sénse there was no, auditors report.
That which was made was only a re-
port for the guidance of the Crown.

Mr. Winter said that no charges
were made against anyone but there
were a considerable number. of mat-
ters in the report that needed an ex-:
planation.

Mr, Howley then announced that he
was appearing for Sir Richard Squires
and Dr, Campbell in their personal
capacities, and also in their capaci-
ties respectively -as - Prime Minister
and - Minister of. Agriculture l.nd
| Mines,

The first witness called, Mr. Geo
' Turner, Deputy,. Mll}lster of Asﬂsul
ure am; “‘Wines, was 'examined by
Winter, Asked who ‘was the Minister
ip 1921, he replied Dr, Campbeill. He
said be had ("ontro} of the department
under the Minister. The pit prop ac-
| count is a special account kept fn hls

department, it originated under an or- |~

der, in Counecil Jan. 17th, 1821, Copy
of the order and a covering lett
{were put in and read by the o
missioner.

The Minute of Cpuncii dealt. with
"cutting of pit-props, ‘At first the 'i&!i
“count only included payments: < by
. the Government for timber cut in
‘pursuance of the order, but in 1922
and ‘1923 amounts expended for re-
lief on roads, bridges, marine works
“and seed potatoes distributed were
"included. There was also entries in
respect to the Government logging.
Witness explained that the sale of the
wood -was under a contract with an
American named Rodgers and much
‘ of the wood was uever taken delivery
‘of. A lot was stolen arnd some re-
mains ‘on hand. A cpecific quantity

of the.wood sold to Rodgers ~was|The Government had mever received gia] agreement under which the Min- ' s

rossed. Some wus dispcsed of as

{ man named Brvant under another
contract. The {otal expenditure »n

n Pit-prop account from the beginning | with John Gillard?

to-date was between $1,500,000 and
$1,600,000. ‘A copy of the war meas-
ures act and the amendments there-
| ot were put in evidence. The witness
explained that as a result ot the or-
i der in Council, the exportation of un-
manufactured wood which' had been

P | sm'"iprohlblted was “allowed, and follow- | I§
ing, a contract was entered into be- k.

tween ‘a dozen or s contrdctors and
the Government to cut .wood. The
forms of the contracts, the witness
 said, were similar in all cases.

Q.~What did thw event-

| enquire into. - As T nink it ‘will ap-{0ally do with the

pear om the evidnce ‘that no -een-

A~—The Governmen t_ook"

- mmcnum«mtmwme over. The rate fized’b

would be enforced without fear | SIHis8

favour, no matter whé was |

Dia/

inemuenee Themun

00 per cord.
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Novel Items.

MR. WINTHER--Have you got or ‘to him. This contract has been as--
éeen the authority given the Minister signed to J. J. Mckay as assignee of
to do this? | Steer Bros. Payments in advance

“A~~It was given me yerbally by made to McKay amounted to $8209.
the Minister. 1 kave never seen any, Q.—How much wood was produced
written document to that effect. ! on this contract?

A telegram was put in from Hon.: A _570 cords of peeled wood and,
W. F. Coaker to Dr. Campbell, 1'0': 856 of unpesled. The total value was
questing the latter to give contracts  $6127.50, which meant there was an
to various people named in the mes-| gverpayment of over $2000. The Dept. |

{ of Justice has this matter in hand. | L until 3 0"

MR. WINTER-~How -were . these ; The payments were always made on
contracts awarded? the Minister’s instructions, 'The' wit-

A.—On the recommendation of dis-’ | mess sald the thing was a matter of
trict members, for the purpose of re-' 'finapcing Gillard’s contract, but Me=
lieving destitution~in their comstitu- Kay gave no particulars of the gools Thera:
encies. supplied. 24| bteloele

Other telegrams of a similar B3~ oy wWiITNESS was next asked t0 | Batssm”
ture were put id and read. look up a contract with George Jem- of My

MR. WINTER asked if witness

nings. This was also an assignment knewh'
could say what the total quantily of o McKay, There were payments of ‘lady had
wood ‘cut °““M'° “‘?_ lt”tf ’“b':‘:::: $6,000 and $3,000 made in advance in  ing from .
and'was told that a list of con * this case. The wood produced Was pature and

quantities and locations - would he  valued at $4701, The overpayment such that
produced.

Q. —Who appointed the sca]ers"
A—The Ministsr appointéd them,
Q.—Wag there any other Inspec-;

ton:spart ffom the stalers? “for 320 cords of wood, A telegram of
AA general overlooking by Major .2 8 of d, gram of | heart. was

March, 1922 from- Slater Mahony Wwas | the advs
Baird, but paywments were made on AT ShE  ndaaatia: el ents
4 the sealers’ reports.”Jt was found p in paym vadently

lmpossible in some cases to have the

dollars was,
Z:x:idn:::;npgsm v: veineht | : overpayment o0f $350, due to & mi tstake | . life. And

%o of the-accountant. A -contract t% consolation
:f‘?:u?;oﬁ:r:m;uzﬁfv::: z,:’]d Major W. H. Baird, St. Barbe District, | ments to
tually  increased by - a‘ fifty  cents ,Showed a ‘payment: of $3,000 in June | having the
bonus., (Minute of Couneil produced | for 100 clean peeled, 700 rough! J. F. Pippy,

tity this bonus.) ,valued at $3,000 was credfted. In this [ Joseph's.
tq cerwry" t was thé amount paid ot ; instaneg the ‘aecount showed no over- | peded’ 11
‘for the 1922 contracts 3 i payment, Bafrd was the contractor i'gle some
7 A--About $380,000. ;and the money was.paid to- him df- | by her hu
-Q.;Do you remember ‘a contract. _vect, and in advance. S. Budgen & the respe
with\ﬁolomon Hveleigh? | Bros, contract assigned to MCKaY,Benpvolent~'~
A.—A contract was made and his showed that $10,000 and $5,000 were Joseph .
¢reditors came in - and seized the paid in advance. The value of the | | sincere
wood. An advance had been made to wooll Was $8,739.34, leaving 4 balance ,:good. wife
him of $3,500.00. outstanding of $6,260 odd. Asked whnt Hwill mou
Q.—Wh; suggested Eveleigh? jwas the total amount due from Me-,
~—Probably one of his district 'Kay on account of fhese overpay-!' charitable
members. Zﬂts,isv;;;ness said between $15, 000 heart
‘an
COMMISSIONER—He lived at Com- 2
fort Cove and his contract appears t 0 Wm. Dawe & Sons contrac‘t showed
that it was &ssigned to Bowring Bros.

b far A N \and ¥ J. McKay. $12,000 :was ad-}
WITNESS gave an account of the yanceq on this contract apd the .

Eveleigh contract. 154 cords had been ,nount found due on the sealing was |
cut. It was seized by the Sheriff, after $9,328. The _overpayment totalled

with
1,636 cor
cords of ¥
rezpecti
$14,960.
prasent
cords ‘en
pliin whj

{ tract with George Reld, Trinity, was recently.

Floral

of .sorrow.

the Dept. had paid for it, and"sold by 'more than $2,600. Another contract, and Crosses Of

ntee
éavour to |
“Say it

VALL

auction.” The 07'“‘01"5 name . Was'that with Jas. Norris, showed that
Osmond and Mr/ Foote acted for him. $7,500 hiad been pald. This was & spe--

any returns in that comnection. The jster undertook to reimburse him for

{ was -cut. The rosing was done by a | matter had been left in the bands of _any other form of rellef besides wood

the Justice Department.= }cumng The value returned’ in. wood

Q.—Do you romemher a contract amounted to $3,500. The balance of
{ the advance was presumably nsed in
A~Yes. Advances had . beon made the manner indicated. In the contract
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We have all the necessitie
uries. The daily bath is 1
when only good soap is used

The condition of the tecth
upon good dentifrice.

We can supply vou with the best

Toilet Articles

Bath Soaps, Bath Salts, Toilet Waters,
‘Sponges, Tooth Brushes, Tooth Pov-
der & Paste, Hair 3rushes,
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and complete stock.
Friday and Saturday
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J‘“’“"y 30th. 1 fnd a delicious selection of Choco!
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