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CHAPTER XXIV.

T

- He had won her, and his heart was
full of joy and gratitude. What had
he done that this, the best and sweet-
est gift in the whole world, should be
his? It seemed to him that he should
never come to the end of all that he
had to tell her—of how he had loved
her at first sight, of all his fears and
doubts. They never remembered how
time passed while they sat. by the
gilvery lake. To both of them the
after years brought their mingled
burden of pain and pleasure; but life
pever again gave to them an hour so
cempletely happy as this.

“]I am sure it is:growing late,” said
Lady Iris at last. ‘“Why, thea moon
has sailed round to the beech-trees—
look! And I hear no music! ©Oh,
Gaptain Osburn; is it late?”

“My beautiful darling, do you think
¥'can bear that formal address? Say
‘Allan’ and I will answer you.”
“Allan,” she whispered; and then
ﬁn kissed her hand passionately.
“allan, is it late, do you think?’
2“No, I hear laughter and voices,”
Be replied.

_ “But we must go,”

«“We ‘will go when you have said
something I want to hear, my darlnig.
I find it difﬁcuft to realize my happi-
ness, I want to hear from you ugain
that it is trud. Tell me.”

She stood before him with the
moonlight on her beautiful face and
fair hair; she looked so sweet that he
was dazéd by her appearance. His/
his voice was low and

she said.

face ftushed,
hoarse with emotion as he said—

“Tell me that you love me.”

Ske laid her hands upon his breast
apd 'ooked up into the dark hand-
some face.

“] iove you, Allan, with all my
heart.”

“Now, you must say this—T1 pro-
niise to be your wife, to love you and
vou only all my life, to be-true to you
always.'”

‘She repeated the words after him,
and then added— )

“I promise you even more than this,

4.

that my love shall always he ‘held
with honor.”” )

“You must give me of your own
free will one kiss more as a seal of
fidelity and love.” e

“Until death,” she murmured, as
she put her lips to his—“until death,
Allan!”—~—and then they left the lake-
side.

{1t was well for Lady Iris that she
had not to meet any very keen eyes;
she looked so unutterably happy
When the earl saw her he was startled
for a.moment.

“It had to come some day,” he said

to himself; “and she has chosen omne
of the‘noblest and finest young fel-
lows in England. He will speak to
me, I suppose, to-morrqw. Heaven
bless my darling, and send her better
luck than ever fell to my let!”

When his daughter remained as
usual after the otherg for her goad-
night kiss, he said to her—

“You look very happy, Iris, my
durli;xg." )

“Papa,” she answered softly, “I be-
Iievefthank Heaven for it—that I am
the very happiest girl in the world;”
and the words filled his heart with
even greater love for her.

Then she left him and went to her
room. Dismissing her maid, she kneilt
down by the window and wept tears
of unrestrained emotion. .
head was bent in lpwly gratitade. How
good Heaven had been to her! She
had every good gift that could be giv-
en to a human being; and all was
crowned-how by the love of one of
the noblest men.

Presently she stood up, and kissing
the hapd on which Allan’s kisses had
been impressed, laid her head on the
pillow, one of the happiest women on
whom the moon shone that night.

At noon en the following day Allap
was in the library with the earl, tell-
ing, in his own frank manly fashion,
the story of ‘his love. ’

“I do not conceal from myseif, Lord
Caledon,” he said, “that I am inferior
in most things to your daughter—in
birth, rank, and position; but I love
her so dearly and so well that F can-
not help. h(;ping that my  love may
bridge over the difference in our posi-
tions and.place us side by side.”

“I am not in the least surprised at
what yeu tell me,” replied the earl.
“From the first I saw that you and
my daughter were atiracted to each
other. Let me add that her choice
pleases me .greatly; let me welcome
you into our house and family;” and
Lord Caledon shook hands with the
young. man.. “We will, leave all de-
tails for the present,” he went on,
“Of course you know tHat in marrying
my daughter, who is the onlly living
descendant of the Faynes of Caledon,
there will be a great deal to arrange.
Your love-dream is new to you; be
happy in it for a tew days; and when
our visitors have left us we will dis-
cuss the matter.” :

“Do you mean, my lord,” asked
Allan, “that you would like our en-
gagement kept secret for a short
time? - I am really afraid I cannot
hélp in that respect. I am sure my
love for-Iris would shiné out of my
eyes and revéal itself in my voice. I
do’not think T could hide if from any

person p(en?ht.”

““Nor do I'” laughed the earl. “You
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Lady Iris wum'nm Tooked Digher.,

{ Congratulations poured in from all’

sides. It mattered little to the happy
lovers who praised or who bhmej.
They lived in a world of their own,
and the atmosphere of it was all lo'nei
All criticism was lost upon them;
they cared only for each other. :

Lady Avice and John Bardon were
among the first- who ealled to offer
congratulations. Lady Avice was a lit-
tle more gracious than wusual; yet
there was something in her manner

4 that Lady Iris could not guite under-

stand.’ She pressed her lips for one
moment to the fresh amd beautiful
face of Lord Caledon’s daughter.

“You have shown more sense than
half the girls in England would have
shown,” she said. “You are mnoble
enough to appreciate true merit in
whatever guise you may find it.”

The words had a strange sound, but
Lady Iris answered—

“I have found it in very pleasant
guise. Do you not think so?”

But Lady Avice made no reply. She
had said all that she deemed was
necessary. !

“I need not ask,” said John Bardon
to Allan, “if the news is true. Your
face tells me you are a happy man,
Osburn. You have now a love for
which many a man would have given
hls life.” “

“That I believe, and I l.m—l thank
Heaven for it—a very happy and
fortunate fellow,” the young soldier
responded; and he held out his hand
to Bardon, who shuddered as’he touch-
ed it. “I have to thank you for much
of my happiness, John,” continued
Allan. “But for your friéndship and
for the kind manner in which you in-
vited me down. here, -I.should never
have known Lady Iris. I shall never
forget what I owe to you.”

“You will owe me more by and by,”
"said John Bardon to himself with a
grogn, and then aloud—“I must go
and congratulate Lady Iris.”

“John does not seem gquite like
himself,” thought Allan. “That state-
ly wife of his has just a touch of the
shrew about her, and .fohn knows it.:”

On the western terrace he did in-
deed lopok unlike himself:-as he ever-
took Lady Iris, who was walking with
some of her visitors there. She la;
that he: wanted:to speak to her, and
she good-naturedly lingered until !;e
In a blind confused way
he saw a fair and exquisite face shad-
ed by a\broad hat, and a tall beautiful
figure with- floating bilué draperies.

Lady Iris held out her hand to higp,
and the happiness that shone in her
eyes seemed to strike him dumb with
passionate pain. His face grew white,
and the hand that touched hers
trembled so that she.felt it~

“I have to offer you my'c»ongratula-
tions, Lady Iris,” he said, in a hoarse
voice. ’ ®

“I thank yol, Mr. Bardon,” she re:
plied, smiling up at him. “I knew
you would be pleased, for you are
one of Captain Osburn’s best friends.”

(To be continued.)
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Why pay 60 p.c. duty and a high freight when
you-can buy direct from the manufacturers
here. ,

We use the best British materials through-
out, including Springs, Curled Hair and Cover-
ings, in our Suites, and invite comparison in
quality and price vmth the best unported Suites
you can find.

Every piece guaranteed—Samples of Cover-
ings and-Prices.on appllcatlon

Get our estimate for loose covers and gen-
eral repair work.

A. M. PENMAN (0.,
Factory, Theatre Hill (over Red Garage).

Entrance from rear. .
P. O. Box 1221, East End.

Tel, 1147.
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KYANIZE

Ladies’ and Gentlemen,—We are ready for your
requirements with a large stock of abdve, consisting
of Floor Finishes, Floor Enamel, Motor Enamels, and
Undercoating; Wagon and Tractor Enamels, Imple-
ment Colors, Bath Enamel, White Enamel for House-

work, Varnishes and the well-known Dinah Black t’he;"g

many purpose Varnish.:"
SEE OUR WINDOW.

W. & G. Rendell,

The KYANIZE STORE.
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Style All the While

MORE LADIES

HATS!

The last Shipment was right Up-to-the-
mmute, and went out in a few days.

“This Shlpment embraces even newer

styles. TR TIER
AND THE PRICES ARE
'EXCEEDINGLY LOW.

Make your call early, as this lot will not
-~ Tast long, and it is hkely our Jast Hat nn\
portation for the season.
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The Patternn is
36, 38, 40, 42, 44
measure. A 38 in
yards cf 40 inch'®
vest, rollar and '@
material requis

width al the foot i8°2

Pattern mailed
rec2ipt of 10c, in
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The sleeve may
length.

The Pattern i8
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Pattern mailed
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} wrist or elbow
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A 10 year size
32 inch mater-
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LET US MAKZ THIS .
ULSTER FOR yoy

and you will have an Ovércoat differey
in every possible way: from  the typial
conventional kind. ‘Different in fabric j
fit, in tailoring, in service, It pays to
us a little more—you notic & in the wear.
ooy
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Morey’sCoali§G'é¢od Coall
In Stock, Best Grades of

North Sydney Sereéried, Sé5fch Hous:
hold and Anthracite

COAL.
' M. MOREY & Co., Ltd.
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*OUR SHOWING \
FALL and WINTER SUITINGS and
OVERCOATINGS

is'an exhibit that is complete in every sense of the word

Not only is the variety here to attraet you, but the
character of the clothes we make and our reasonable
prices will prove strong inducements for your patron

“ W. P. SHORTALL;

THE AMERICAN TAILOR, 300 WATER ST.
'‘PHONE—477. ; P.O. BOX—448
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Gramophone Record
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Come in and:‘H earThem. '

A ‘Bunch of Roses (instrumentall
Hungartan Dance No. 2 (piano)./
My Wild; Irish Rose (violin).
Dreamy Moments (inst.)
Ronde .de Lutins (violin).
Meditation Thais (violin).
Stumbling (fox-trot).
Madrigal (Mikado) (vocal).
On the Campus (march).
National Emblem (march).
My Home Town (vocal).
Angels Serenade (vocal).
Roses~in June' (vocal). b
Tarantelle (operatic), ete. .

Georgette (fox-trot).

Thetee O’Clock in the Morning (waltz)

Little Town in the Old County Down
(vocal).

Moon River (waltz).

Some Sunny Day (vocal)

Pick me up and lay me Down in Dixie-
land (fox-trot).

Love Sends a. Little Gift of Roses
(vocal).

Dance of the Hours (Italian band).

My Stinny Tennessee (fox-trot)

Lullaby (from Erminie) (vocal).

Gin, Gln, Ginny Shore.

CHITRLES HUTTON

- THE HOME OF MUSIC,
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.\ Where only the best Optical material is kept in stock.
*  Where broken Lenses are duplicated.

Where special Lenses are ground from any prescriptiol
Where all kinds of Optlﬂl RWW attended to.

*THE LEADING OPTICAL HOUSE

Where eyes are tested carefully a.nd accurately.
Where Glasss are supplied at shortest notice.

“.'Iﬁewellers and Gptﬁ:m 197 -Wa'teft%Street. ,




