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CHAPTER XVIL

3\
& HUS burdened he made his
: r way for over two leagues. The
hurricane never 'abated, and
the blinding dust rose around
him in great yaves. The horse fell
fame. He had to dismount and move
slowly and -painfully over the loose,
teavy soil on foot, raising the drooping
head of the lifeless rider. It-was bitter,
weary, cruel .travail, of an intolerable
{abor, of an intolerable -pain.’ At last
fie- drew near the caravansary where

of horses. 1t stood midway in the dis-

groups in ‘the court paused in their

> *| eonverse and in their occupations and

'looked in awe at the gray charger with

}its strange burden and the French
-} chasseur who came so blindly forward
1 like a man feeling Lis passage through

+{'the dark.

Cecil moved slowly on into

| their midst, ‘his hand on- the -horse’s,

| rein,
:J his sight. He swayed to and fro and

Then ‘@ great darkness covered

fell senselesg on the gray stone of the

© fpaved court. 'When consclousness re-

| bench in the sbadow of the wall, With .

turned to h!m, be was lying on a stone:

4 'the coplness of the fountain water bub-

‘bling nearand a throng of lean, bronzed,

| eager faces about him.

|, Instantly he remembered all. - |

* %'Where is he ?’ he asked,
They ‘knew that he meant the dead

e | tian and- ‘answered him in a hushed

. murmir. of many voices. They had

- ‘placed the body gently down within in

sdarkened chamber:

A shiver passed over him. He
| stretched his hand out for water that
they held to him. -

‘“Saddle me a tresh houe l have my
.work to do.”

iz | errand was still undone, bis duty utiful-

Per
- faces made .young. ]
»piade. p'esentable.

. stood bim.

A \9@

”E!b ‘drank the water tmrstily. then,
that was still upon him, he rose, reject
‘ing their offers of aid.- “Take me to

him,” *he said simply.

He: motloned them all back with hls

! kand and went into the gloom of the

chamber alone.
followed. ;
‘When he came forth agulrx, the reck-
less and riotous soldiers of Frarnce tgrn-
ed sﬂently and reverentially away, so
that ‘they should not look upon his

Not one am'a'ﬁg them

.theé army that no -common tie

the fealty of comrade to comyade
s sacred in their sight.

""I'he fresh animal, gaddled, was hem.~

{'the court, ‘moying still like a man with-

, Hmaster Co's
Mschi‘nery

BEST lN THE WORLD

chk
Lunch"

Full Dmner for 25 cents

Everydmlg Fre;h, Neat, and Ab-
" solutely Clean.

Fresh Fruits, Fipest
Chocolates, Canned
Goods, etc.

Step in and seo us, We guarantee
to please.

H. A. SIPPRELL

PORPRIETOR,

jut sense of what he did. The mame
hat’ some of the burrying grooms
p“houted loudly " in' théir impatience
broke through his stupor and reached
khp. 1t was that of the woman wlom,
madly, he loved with all’ the

‘tance that he had to traverse. The

.ﬂeeﬂng

| 7 He knew that for no friendship’ ‘or
griet or suffering or self pity miglit &
{ soldier pause by the wayside -while bis

reeling  slightly from the weakness
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5 a passion born out of utter
hopelenneu. He turnéd to the out-
rider nearest him. ;

“You are of the Princess Corona’s.
suit? Whatdoes she do here?”

“Madame-travels to see the country
and tbe war.”

“The war? This 18 no placo for her.
The land is alive with danger, rife with
death.” - . _

“Miladi travels with the duke, her
brother. Miladi does not know what
fear is.” )

“But”

The rémwtunco died on his lips.
He stood gazing out from the gloom of
the arech #t a face close to him, on
which the-ssm shone full, a face unseen
for 12 long years and which & moment

light changed and grew set and rigid
and pale with the paller of an unutter-
able horror. - Cecil brought his hand to
his ‘brow in military salute, passed
with the impassivénéss of a soldier
who passed a gentleman, reached his
_charger and rode away upon his orrand

| over. the brown and leve] ground.

He had kndwa his brother in that

glance, but be hoped that his
“brother would see no more in him than
a French trooper who bore resemblance
byastnngehuardtoomlongbe—
leved to be dead and The in-

| stinct of generosity, the instinet of self

sacrifice, .moved him pow as long ago
one fatal night they had mov
i of 'hh motberjﬁ darung

he bore were in the tent of
‘the mr whom they ‘were ﬂ.‘rdiwct

ml; ] with bie o basd ¢

& stars shin-
: rkneal of ths

plains, thgt tw mdehg single grav?
- under a K of rock, with tha
so!nhél'

and - “but the sleeping

| herds of mtl‘.
They unde;-,

for it was well known through-

L d
; und together the exiles of Englalz‘d;

teady outside the gates He crossed

-sullen echo of the
soldlers’ muskets m Ats o,n!y tuneral
“requiem. -
- When all was over; stm’
‘mainéd there alone. 'l‘hrown down up-
, on_the grave, be never moved as bour
after ‘hour went by. ‘To others that
ionely and unnoticed tomb would ‘be as
nothingr-only one among tbousand
wmarks left ou the bosom &f the viclat-
ed earth by the ravenous #ud- ?mct
Justs of war—but fo him Jt held'=

had bound him tohisliuzo‘&'.lis
lost country, his lost peace. Saddenly
“he started With a thrill of almost su-

A perstmou fear as through the silence

hie-heard a name whispered—the pame

‘to his feet, and as be turned in the
_ moonliglit he saw once more his broth-
-er’s face, pale as the face of the dead
‘and strained with an agonizing dread.

Concealment was no longer possible.
Cecn was the first to break the si-
lence. Ho moved pearer with a rapid
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before laughing and earéless in the

of his childbood, of his past. He sprang’

i |

mtmn -ﬁr nﬂ wrty hom the in-|:

mht oﬂc&rw‘?
in th s gnd the buih

oftpiaemeadibove 1t

1 inherited is yours. Do you know that,

bore the weight of my shame!

‘and forsake the -man, ~all 3
though he was, whom he had shfelded

him. - Though it would be but his.own

i.

‘title. You know that our father and

| voice he had heard and the face upon

&ions of a waking dream.

{Ea

movement, and his band fell heavily
on the other's shonlder. .

“flave you lived stainlessly since?”
“God 1s my witness—yes! But you—
you—they said that you were dead!” .
Ceecil’s hand fell from his shoulder.
There was that in the words which
smote him more cruelly than any Arab
steel could have done. There was the

accent of regret.

“1 am dead)” he said simply—“dead
to the world and you.”

He who bore the-title "ot Royallieu
covered his face.

“How have you lived?” he Vhllpered
hoarsely.

“Honorably.
you?”’

“In honor, too, 1 swear! That was
my first disgrace and my last. You
Good
God, what can I say? Such nobility,
such sacrifice! - We believed you were
dead. They said 80; there seemed ev-
ery proof, but when I saw yott yester-
day 1 knew yofi—1. knew you, though
you pnssed me’as a stranger. I Staid

on here. They told me you would re-
turn. God, what agony this day and-
night have been!”

Cecll was silent still, He knew that
this agony.had been the dread- lest he
should be living.

There were many emotions.at war
in him—scorn, pity and wounded love |
and pride too proud to sue for a gratl-
tude denied. Long ago he had accept-
ed the weight of an allen crime and
borne it as his own. To’ undo now all

r.l

Letthat-nmce. And

that he had done in the past, toflingout | §

to ruin now the one whom he had saved
at such a cost, to turn, after. ﬂyanu,
coward’

for so long—tlils was not possible to
blrthrlght that he would denund, his

“Have you zmammm' :
own justification that he would estab--
lish, it would seem to him - like n
treach:gus and craven thing. -

All med uttered, without words,
by their gaze dt each other. ‘He could
not speak with tenderness to this cra-
ven who had been false to the fair re-
_pute of their nanie; and he would not |
gpeak With barshuess. The younger 4
. man stood .h.tlt stupefied, bhalf mado
‘dened.

“Bertle, Bert!e"’ he stan\ma'ed. On
my soul T never doubted that the
of your death was true. No one did.
If 1 had*known you lived, I wowld
have said that you were innocent. 1
would. I would have told them: how
‘I forged your friend’s name and your
own when I was so desperaté that I
hardly knew what I did. But they
' suid that you were Kkilled, and I
thought then—then—it was not worth
while. It would have broken my fa-
ther’s heart.. God help me! ‘I was a
coward!” I am in your power—utterly
in your power,” he moaned in his fear.
“I stand in your place. I bear your

our brother are dead? All that ¥ have

since you have never claimed it?” .

“] know it.”

“And you have never come torward
" to take your rights?”? :

“What 1 did not do-to clear my own
honor I was not likely to do merely to
hold a title.”.

“But, great heaven, this life of yours?
It must be wretchedness.”

“Perhaps. It has at least no disgrace
in it.”

The reply had the only sternness of
contempt that he had suffered himself
to show. It stung down to his listen-
er’'s soul

“No, no!” he murmured. “You are
happier than 1. You have no remorse
to bear. And yet—to tell the world.
that I am guilty!”

“You need never tell it. I shall not.”

He spoke quite quietly, quite patient-
ly. Yet he well knew and had well
weighed all he surrendered in that
promise—the promjse to condemn him-
self to a barren and hopeless fate too-
ever.

“Let us part now and forever. Leave
Algeria at once. That is all I ask.”

Then, without another word that
could add reproach or seek for grati-
tude, he turned and went away over
the great, dim level of the Africar

waste, while the man whom he had
saved sat as in stupor, gazing at the
brown shadows, and the sleeping herds,
and the falling stars that ran across
the sky,-and doubting whether the

which he had looked were not the vi-

CHAPTER XVIIL
OW that night was spent Cecil
could never recall in full
Vague memories remained with
g him of wandering over the
ghadowy country, ¢f seeking by bodily
fatizue to kill the thoughts rising in
him. The full -ousciousness of all
that he tad sucrendered in yielding up
afresh his heritage rolled in on his
memory like the wave of some heavy
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