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000 at vLt is calledl the Limekiln Crossing 1889, more tian 36.000,000 tons of freight.
niear Am-hertburg. which is half way down Thià is nearly 10,(000,000 tons noire thlan the
on this route. WVe k now also that the in- combined entries and clearanees of all the

'erne dh oif water thiat a vessel can seaports of the United States, Atlantic, Gulf
dlrav redulces Ihe cost of transportation and Pacific, and 3,000,000 tons greater tian
very larIey. ln 185.) the average cost of the combined entries and clearances both
carryiig' cirnt from Cicago to Buffalo was coa;stwise and foreigu. of Liverpool and
15 cents per busiiel ; in 181 that was re- London, the commercial contres of t iworld.
dieed to 10% cents, and il 1871 to 7. cents To show the immense growth rof lv traffic
Whi1en the lchannel was deepeneso as to give 1on our great lakes. and its advantage to our
14 feet of water. ain 16 feet in tiis Detroit people, 1 may say that thte total expenditures
district. tie ostr of transport was onfly 3.20 to lst .Tanuary, 1891. on the St. Mary's river,
cents a bushel. ald in 1S90, wheni ite Lime- including the new lock. were $4.170.046.28.
kiln Crssing was so arranged thtat vessels It is thus seen that the saving effected by
could com down. drawiu 1i6 f'eet Of water. tiis waterway in two years paid 2.400 per
tley arried whweat for about 2 cents a bushel. cent on the total cost up to 1st January.
and corn for 1-S cetis. ln iron ore, in 1867, 1891, and a large portion of these expendi-
the cost fromt Escaaba to Eie was $4.25; tures, sucht as those on the iHay lake channel.
per tion. In 1870 it was 82.50 ; but in 181 10and the new lock in the canal, are for im-
it w-as only 55 ents. We now have a. draft provenents not yet available for shipping.
of water i he Sault Caial. aind portions of The toal cost of all the river and iharbour
ibe St, Mary's river, of from 14 to 14½ feet- improvenents on fti lakes to date has beei
With 20 feet of water we wou riedue the about $29.000.000. The saving ii une vear
preîsent ra te of freight nearly one-half. be- of $147,027,514.80, as shown above in*the
causen the navigtltin of bots drawinc0 cost of transportation, is over tive times the
feut would cost but littlei more th1an that 'f; total expenditure for improvement on. lie

:sts (mI win1 14 feet. The tonnage on thte lakes. Or again. the total expenditures by
Ioks hthe United States for harbour and river im-

raoil cl'v'lopment of the North-west count.'y, proveinent, all over, f ronm lst August. 1790,
an<1 cwing also to the rapid growth of the to 3rd March. 1887, was $157,962.762. It is
irôm itmthstry. -in the wa terway is the gre:t t thus seen that the saving effected by the lakehibay1i- 'for ftli commerce of hoth Cana1ï marine in 1890 pald 93 per cent of ail the
:uul th" United States. ['he growvth of th river and harbour improvements to :3rd
1onn-ge <n the la.kes durm.< the Iast fw Marci. 1887. We are trying to show that
years i shown by ti folloving figures :--

thi -l:i e f h o

... ............... 4.219.397 tons.
1>;,s7...............4,S97!)"
S..... ... ........ . :5,130,159
1SS9................21.9'35
1890 ..... . ... .. ... .4.4,43

These figures Indicate the existence of a tre-
mendous traffic on the great lakes. Through
the Sault Ste. Marie canal. at the oulet of
Lake Superior, there passed in 1890 10,557
vessels. having a net registered tonnage of
8.454,405 tons. The actual freight tornage
was 8,041.213 tons, but the r.egistered ton-
nage is used for the purpose of comparison.
Through lthe Suez canal there passed during
the same year 3,389 vessels. having a net
registered tonnage of 6,890.014 tons, so that
nearly three times as many vessels and over
1.500.000 tons more of freight passed through
the Sault canal. a.way in the centre of the
continent, than passed through the Suez
canal. which is an international v.'ork, and
a. hlghway for the commerce of the world.
And it should be remembered. too, that the
Saill canal was opened but 228 days for navi-
gation, and the Suez canal was opened. of
course, during the entire year. And this
represents the business of one lake only.
In an argument opposing the construction of
a bridge across the river at Detroit, presented
to Congress by a delegate to the deep water-
ways convention. Hon. George -Ely. of Cleve-
land, he estimated that througli the Detroit
river, representing the commerce of all the
lakes, except Lake Ontario, there passed, in

sIL caaL sINl nr c r o e same rs 'L,

because it would do awayv with the most in-
tricate portion of our great river and lake
systen; and our Norti-west is g-owing so
r:apidly that the shipments of wheat aind
othier grain from that country wl-li soon be so
large that other facilities than those we have
at present will be required for transporting
those products to the eiastern seaboard. There
would be no difficulties about the construc-
tion of this canal. It would only require a
dyke and one lock. A survey would be re-
quired from the St. Clair tmnel to Two
Creeks. or that portion -of Lake Erie where
the canal would end, a distance of about 30
miles. and one engineer could do this work
in a very short time. Therefore we think
we are only asking thec Government a small
thing in asking thiem to take tiis matter into
their consideration at any rate, to have a
survey made during the recess; and whien
we neet again next session we may be in a
better position than we aret to-day to show
that it would pay this country as well to
construct the proposed canal as it will to
construct the Sault Ste. Marie canal.

Mr. HAGGART. At this late hour of the
session I will not go ilto thimsi question as
fully as I would lik to do in reply to the
speech of the hon. member for South îNorfolk
(Mr. Tisdale), who seems to have devoted a
great deal of time and labour to the question
upon which he spoke so well the other even-
ing. I would like to have an opportunity of
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