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6 (1492) THE GRAIN GROWERS'
dispute that no Canadian interest will suffer of it and elect men who will really represent
them and will not be dominated by party ;

possibility that the United States Congress
from the opening of the southern market.

$ may withdraw the free wheat offer if it is not

ey

accepted by Canada very shortly. The Can-
adian government will have to shoulder a4
very serious responsibility if they permit this
splendid opportunity to slip by.- It is al-
together improbable that once the free wheat
offer were accepted that it would ever be
withdrawn.

According to press dispatches the engineers
and firemen on the C.P.R. are protesting to
Premier Borden against free wheat. Their
argument is that it will not give any increase
in the price to the grain growers, but will
divert the grain trade of this country to
Minneapolis. This is a most extraordinary
argument. No sane person will claim that
anything short of better prices will divert
our grain to the south, provided the southern
market were opened, And further, it must be
apparent to everyone that the opening of the
southern market would be immediately fol-

The difference will be .that our millers will
have to pay the'farmers a higher price for
their wheat, ‘'which they can well afford to do.
The arguments advanced by the anti-free
wheat interests that our Canadian wheat will
lose its identity by going south is one of the
very best arguments why the trade will not
be diverted to Minneapolis. Liverpool 1s the
big market for our export wheat and Canadian
hard wheat has a high reputation on that mar-
ket. This very fact will ensure Canadian
hard wheat going straight thru to Liverpool
under Canadian inspection certificates. The
difference in price between Minneapolis and
Winnipeg has been steadily narrowing, but
considering the difference in grades and the
higher prices paid for low grade wheat there
is still a considerable margin of advantage in
the Minneapolis market. Year in and year
out the opening of the southern market would

leaders in the East they will force square deal
legislation.

It -is stated that. in Toronto the word
“tariff” has secured a new pronunciation and
is now pronounced. ‘‘tear-off.”” We feel that
this change of pronunciation is very appropri-
ate because from the Toronto viewpoint the
only advantage of the tariff is that it “‘tears
off” a good slice of the Western farmers’
earnings and transfers them to the protected
interests in the East.

In the death of Sir Charles Tupper last
week Canada loses the only remaining member
of the Fathers of Confederation. The men
who laid the ground work of the Dominion of
Canada had a great vision. In those days
Canada had more statesmen and fewer
politicians than at present.. Sir Charles
Tupper’s name will always be remembered
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