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HOW TO MAKE THE SABBATH 
SCHOOL ATTliACTIVE.

A MKr r>tvi by Bev. A Xicolnon before the 
Sun.l.iy Sehool Convention at Granville.

Tin* the topic of the day. The sanc' 
tnary is an -stablished fact' Itw the an 
dience-room of our world-en pire, and the 
pulpit is the throne. The Sabbath-school 
is to the spiritual Chuicb what the base
ment is t- the architectural church—the 
entranc., ’he support ; and the question of 
our time is—How shall we sustain the 
Sabbath school, which is to sustain the 
Church ? It bas been said—I think by 
Adam Smith—that te who makes two 
blades of grass grow where only one grew 
before, is the world’s chief^benefactor. It 
n„,_v bn fly he asserted that, in the moral 
fj, h,hi who multiplies the Sabbath school 
by i w,. I» the best workman, provided the 
see,ml stipulation of my topic be met—the 
Sabbath-school made beneficial.

1 ahull offer five suggestions on the at
tracts. element, and I call to my aid the 
power of alliteration—each word shall be
gin with the same letter. And by count
ing them on the five fingers of the hand, 
tL.y may the moie readily be carried in 
the memory. 1. Smiles; 2 Sunshine; 
3. Stories; 4. Song ; 5 Silver.

SMILES.
Solomon,himself the wisest man,declares 

that be is wise who wins souls. A winsome 
nature is to the woild of childrenwhat the 
•un is to tl e planetary sphere—it just holds 
them and nourishes them. We are so apt 
to put on our professional face when we 
put on our professional coat ! I remember 
the first notion I hud of “ the Minister.”
I imagined of him much as the ancients 
did of their gods ; or as the African does 
hia fetish at this day. He was always a 
terror ; might descend upon me at any mo
ment; he did not need a cant—bis very 
look would be chastisement. “I’ll send 
word to the minister,” was a threat equal 
to “ I’ll send for the constable” now. And 
—“the minister is coming !” was enough 
to chase all the joy out of heart and home. 
Why was this ? Our Minister wore always 
the same faultless black coat qnd broad 
white neckerchief — hie head erect, his 
step slow and solemn, and his speech 
guarded and sepulchral. And his soul was 
dressed like his body. It never laid aside 
its professional clothes—never laughed or 
shouted or played leap-frog. Our minis
ter had a Sunday bofly and a Sunday 
soul—neither had any week days. I 
have seen, in this new country, a few 
changes is this particular, and in other 
particulars. 1 am afraid I have met 
ministers whose souls have no Sun
days—they are always joking and jibing, 
and horse trading. And their bodies have 
even less of the professional symbol—they 
may be taken for auctioneers or shipmas
ters or commercial 'travellers—anything 
but clergymen.

I use this illustration for the benefit of 
teachers. When you stand before your 
looking glass on Sunday morning sayinj 
—now, I am a Sunday-school teacher, an 
I must preserve the character of a Teacher 
—must show the class that I am superior 
to them, and thus maintain my claim to 
their reverence”—when you say this you 
are putting on your Sunday face, and the 
children will read it, saying, “O, my! 
what harm have I been doing P” But if 
you begin your work by asking—“ How 
shall 1 get very near my scholars to-day P 
Let me see ! Is there any little trouble 
that I can smooth away, any sour temper 
I can sweeten ?” You will find the scho
lars reading you as much as their books, 
they will be there next Sunday—sure! 
Have you ever thought bow Jesus studied 
his disciples, and brought all His great 
■oui so bear upon their individual difficul
ties and weakness ? Study that subject.

SUNSHINE.
Many of our school-rooms—and our 

dwelling houses,for that matter—are more 
like prisons for criminals than places for 
happy souls to gather in. Bare, cheerless

rattling fire of red hot ammunition; bat 
be fills a large.tabernacle with worshippers 
and holds them. The successful teacher 
cannot afford to despise stories. Only, let 
there be a point to them. Telling stories 
for their own sake in the Sunday-school is 
much like telling yams in the forecastle :
—They create a laugh or a sneer—they 
touch not the conscience.

Then, this meets the objection as to 
the boolcs of the Sunday-school. You hear 
it said—“ The books of the Sabbath-school 
in our day aie trash—all stories !” Just 
as if they had degenerated from former 
days. What teas the literature of former 
days in the Sabbath school? There was 
none, except tbe Bible and the Catechism 
and the hymn book. Besides, the aim of 
writers of Sabbath-s bool books is to se
cure the attention of children. That was 
what Christ did. He desired for instance 
to tell his hearers of the depravity of the 
human heart, the hopelessness of human 
methods for getting happiness, the neces
sity of conviction, of repentance, of faith, Boel8 about thena 
of obedience ; the privilege of pardon and “ n f
acceptaire, the loving character of a fa
ther, the rich provision he has made for 
hia penitent coildren ; and he told it all 
in that one story of the buy who went 
away and squandered and suffered, and 
came back to find hie father standing at 
the door, his eyes so fall of eagerness and 
hie heart so full of love. I have seen Ban
yan’s Pilgrims Progress illustrated, as if 
it were not illustrated by the immortal 
Bunyan himself ! It is a matchless story, 
and so next to tbe Bible, it has the larg
est circulation of any book in tbe world.
But the Sabbath-school books have so 
much about love and getting married, and 
all that ” Well is not that a part of pret
ty much everybody’s life ? All tbe good 
people that I have ever known loved and 
got married, if they were allowed to ! Tbe 
stories with the love left out, would nut 
be ti ue tu life. True, there is always dan
ger in Sa'ibuth-school boons ; but guar
dians uf the school should see to that.

mind—warn it, win it for the Savionr. 
This requires certain qualifications in the 
teacher—a sense of responsibility, consis
tency of life, constant and prevailing 
prayer, patience, purpose, unquestionable 
hope, abiding faith in the sufficiency of 
the atonement, an intelligent conviction 
that tbe work of soul-saving is not an ex
periment, but s positive result which has 
always followed the right use of the right 
means. Tbe Sebbati-school that has no 
conversions is useless; tbe Sabbath-school 
teacher that has no conversions is want
ing in some respects.

Hew to make the Sabbath-school bene
ficial ?—why, bring the schoof, tbe whole 
school, to Christ. How to bring them, 1 
must now leave to you. We cannot all 
work alike. There will always be as many 
different methods of teaching as of preach
ing. One carries thunder, another dif
fuses light, a third drops genial showers, 
a fourth sheds warmth—but lall together 
make a wholesome atmosphere for the

And God hath set some in. the Cbnrch, 
first apostles, secondarily prophets, third
ly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts 
of healings, helps, governments, diversi
ties of tongues Are all apostles P are all 
prophets P are all teachers P do all speak 
with tongues P do all interpret P Bat 
covet earnestly, etc., ahd yet show I unto 
you a more excellent way.”

rqéis, small windows, closely blinded and 
seldom open. What a blessed transfor
mation is wrought by a little tact and at
tention. Our women have immortalized 
themselves by going abroad to hospitals 
and nursing wounded soldiers ; by going 
down among tbe squalid poor and carry
ing flowers to those who never see green 
fields or roll in the glorious sunshine. In 
our social condition this thing is reversed. 
We call in our people to worship, and our 
children to be taught, and they must leave 
all God’s good things behind them. The 
mellow light add the gay flowers and the 
singing birds and the crooning brook, 
must all be shut out. Why not make the 
school room as " the garden of the Lord P” 
sweet-scented and joyful with all that sky 
and fields and forests can give us,—and 
which costs nothing! There are good 
people who object to those children of tbe 
sunshine—flowers—in a place of worship. 
They draw over their mouths and whine 
over the piide of these times, hnless the 
old custom is continued. Bad-air, baie- 
walls, Old Hundred-long-drawn-out, a 
long chapter, and an old-fashioned ser
mon—these are their standard. I take it 
as the best compliment people can pay 
me if they come to hear me preach under 
such circumstances, and I always feel 
mnch o' liged to them if they can keep 
awake right through the service. Open 
your School-room windows and let in tl e 
air and sunshine—they do not need to be 
coaxed or driven in, or bought or bribed ; 
they cannot but come, for God sent them. 
Hang up n*ee, suggestive mottoes on the 
walls, and gather bunches of flowers for 
the desks and tables.

STORIES.
This is a large topic. It covers much 

ground, it needs careful treatment.
Our Saviour taught in parables and the 

common people heard Him gladly. Reli
gious teachei s in His time, we can imagine 
were stately, strictly methodical, moving 
in the higher regions of thought. Christ 
took the same truths, broke them up, il
lustrated them by anecdotes and incidents 
of every-day life ; the pulpit of our day ie 
beginning to discover this secret. Guthrie 
in the Presbyterian Church, with hia 
grand metaphors of ocean and forest, of 
battle and pastimes, did much to revolu
tionize the art of preaching. Similarly, 
Spurgeon among the Baptists. Talmage 
does not meet the orthodox notions of 
certain stiff-laced Presbyterians in h’e

SONG.

Ah, how shall I do justice to this sug
gestion ? We are only waking up to a 
sense of what a mighty energy is exerted 
by sounds properly and timely used. For 
four thousand years, David had been call
ing on people to come and sing ; for two 
thousand years John of Patmos was des
cribing heaven as a place of song and 
music, yet the world jogged along in its 
old prosaic way, never trying its voice till 
some one thought of the Sunday-school. 
Now there is glorious music in the world. 
It is the first treat of our nation to its

Jucen, to let her listen to a thousand chil
ien singing the old anthem of England. 
Think you the King of kings is not well 

pleased as they sing the doxology—“Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow !” There 
is an instinct that delights in mnaic. The 
birds do not sing to please us, but to 
please themselves. And there is another 
advantage with children—singing makes 
a channel through which many a holy 
thought finds a way to the heart, to come 
up with cheer and comfort in tbe day of 
the sonl’a sore trouble.

SILVER.
I mean by this, money and good money 

—liberal money. We need it in the Sab
bath-school, and do not serve ns there as 
yon do in the churches—saving all the 
bad and ioubtful bits of money for the 
collection-plate.

Paul sneered much evil at the hands of 
Alexander the coppersmith ; and the 
Apostle has been ignorantly charged with 
a desire that the Lord should reward him 
according to his evil works. Paul rather 
declares that the Lord will so reward him. 
Very much in this spirit has Dante, in bis 
Inferno, assigned to people in the future 
state a diet of the things in which they 
delighted in this world. And so his aveng
ing angels are pouring melted gold and 
silver down the throats of misers and 
hoarders. Oh, pity the souls of some of 
our Christians if they are to feçd upon the 
faults of this life ! What a dose of nickel 
cents and brass buttons, smelling strong
ly of tobacco and verdigris, awaits them. 
If we are to furnish good books, and 
sweet music and mottoes ; and wear 
smiles and introduce sunshine for your 
children, we must have money. What ! 
“ extravagant P” We nek only that you 
deal as liberally by your children as by 
your animals You will give thirty dollars 
for a set of silver-mounted harness, three 
dollars for a whalebone whip ; but twenty- 
five cents for the Sunday-school would al 
most break the hearts of some of our 
good people. A man who spends twenty- 
five dollars a year for tobacco, will send 
six children to Sunday-school, to be 
taught in tbe principles of a pure religion 
which is our only hope for time and eter
nity, and he would groan for a week if be 
discovered that bis wife bad spent two 
dollars on the library. There are in this 
district of Lower Granville to-day, say 
fifty yoke of oxen ready for the market ; 
the price of one pair would make the 
hearts of one hundred children glad for 
fifty-two Sundays of the year. We can 
afford to do with less ribbons and lace 
and buckles and other ornaments, if yon 
will but give ue books and maps, and good 
rooms in which to keep them

Now let me repeat the attractions :— 
Smiles, Sunshine, Stories, Song, Silver.

Yonr next question assigned to me is— 
How TO MAKE THE SABBATH-SCHOOL 
Beneficial ?

There are 168 hours in the week. You 
are asked to employ one of those 168 
hours in influencing ttite hearts, in mould
ing the consciences, of your class. You 
have one instrument to work with—Truth. 
How to employ it, to apply it, so that the 
most good shall result from your labors, 1 
is the question.

I have not mnch time to give to it. 1 
Happily, only a little time ie needed.

It is of the first importance that this 
conviction should go with us always—the 
teaching which does not win the scholar for 
Christ is useless. It is not intellectual 
benefits you are aiming al—those are fur
nished in the day schools ; nor is it man
ners—those are taught, or ought to be, at 
home. You are to do, what parents per
haps are not always so well qualified to do, 
because they are ao familiar with their 
children—fo i ce conviction upon the child’s

WHERE ARE THE NINE.
We take an article, bearing the above 

title, from the correspondence of the Lon
don Methodist Recorder. Some of its sug
gestions are worthy of thought on this 
side of the ocean.

This Scriptural question used to often 
receive a modern application. In some 
places it may do ao yet. Of late I 
Lave but seldom heard it used in the sense 
to which I allude—that is, with regard to 
the fact that only one in ten of our Sun
day scholars becomes a member of the 
Church. “ Where are the nine?" Why 
are they not where they ought to be ? 
Many massive intellects have tried in vain 
to answer these questions fully, and it 
would therefore be an act of vain presump
tion on my part to attempt to do so. My 
object in this article is simply to state a 
few f acte; and point out the deductions I 
have made therefrom. A dear friend of 
mine has lately written me a letter which 
has set me thinking afresh on this ques
tion. Up to now I have looked outside 
our loved Methodism for answers. Now I 
am driven to look in.

Maybe some who read this will be hor
ror-stricken at the thought of looking into 
so perfect a system as Metîtodism for 
shortcomings. Truly it is do pleasant 
task to pick hole*—no, not to pick holes, 
but to point ont holes that exist—in so 
elaborate a fabric. Yet why shrink P If 
the piece has faults, let ns see them ! At 
this time, when onr Methodist Church 
has to regret the fact that, in spite of 
more uumesses congregations, the mem
bership is in home districts decreasing, it 
is meet that a solution shall be sought for 
anywhere and everywhere and in both 
likely and unlikely places. Says my cor
respondent .—

“ What do you think P I’ve just been
told that the Rev. -----  has been to see
me ! He’s the first minister that’s ever 
troubled to look after me ; and I’ve gone 
to chapel and school pretty regularly for 
over twenty years.”

Tbe letter then contains a few gossiping 
remarks on other subjects ; but it returns 
to the matter of tbe visit, as follows :—

Twenty years is #long time to go to 
one place, and not to be looked after by 
the “ pastor.” Don’t you think so P Dur
ing that time I have come in contact with 
pastors who look after their flock—<ven 
those outside the inner sheepfold of mem
bership. Yon know our bishop P Why, 
even be has given me a few kind words 
more than once, though I never entered 
his church in my life. Then there is the
Rev.----- , who has only been here two
years, and who has a church of 1,100 
members to look after, part of a congre
gation of about 2,000, and who looks after 
the whole. Upon my word, I really have 
thought sometimes, as I have looked into 
that man’s kindly face, and felt bis warm 
grasp of my hand, that I must really join 
his congregation and church. Twenty
years ! That means something like thirty
ministers ; lor we formerly had four in 
our circuit, and never less than three.

Without losing sight of the fact that 
the road to membership has been open all 
the twenty years my correspondent has 
attended chapel and school, the most ar
dent believer in Methodism as now estab
lished and carried out must admit neglect 
on the part of, at least, some of "the 
thirty ministers. The most painful part 
of tbe letter is that in which my friend 
lapses into flippancy. • In seeking for 
reason for the neglect that is likely 
to drive him into membership with an
other denomination, he says:—

Had I been a complaining old woman, 
racked with the “ rheumatics,” or a 
wealthy business man, with servants and a 
good table^ I might have been looked after 
better. Being a poor straggling sheep with 
precious little wool, I suppose it’s not 
worth while. Sunday after Sunday I may 
go to chapel and get my share of the theo
logical bones scattered broadcast from the 
pulpit. The “ Super” may overwhelm me 
with polished rhetoric, the “ second man’" 
may “ woo me like a sucking doye,” and 
and the third about at me like a pope gone 
mad—the result is the same, not one of 
them knows me when he meats me, or 
would speak to me if he did.

This part of the letter I call painful, 
because from my knowledge of the writer 
I am certain that he is himself deeply 
hurt. His is a nature that 

Seek» to hide its pain 
Beneath a flippant covering,
Bat seeks in vain.

“ Where are the nine P” The propor
tion may be a little different now, but let 
the question stand. I am told of the at
tractions of the drink-shop and the sing
ing saloon ; my attention is directed to 
places of tvil resort everywhere. Shall 
we look there for the whole of our ex- 
Sunday-scholars non-members ? God for

bid ! Many of them go to swell the ranks 
of Churches, whose pastors have kind 
words and pleasant faces, not only for 
their own congregations, but for asy who 
attend their chapels. Better this than 
worse; but this is not good. Yean on 
years df lay-training in Methodist schools 
is spent on intelligent youths, and then 
they are, many of them, lost to our con
nexion for want of individual and pastor
al oversight. How large a proportion are 
thus lost I cannot te!L My friend’s case 
is not an extreme one. He lives in a 
large town of some 200,000 inhabitants. 
All around are churches and chapels in 
abundance. The peculiar people called 
the “ Salvation Army” parade its streets. 
High Church clergymen, Low Church 
clergymen, Broad Church clergymen are 
ready and willing to take young man by1 
the hantL Congreg i tionaliet and Baptists ! 
ministers find no mem ber of their congrega
tion too insignificant for their attention. 
Doors are thrown open in all directions 
by clergymen and ministers who invite you 
in and welcome yon heartily. Go to a 
few services and you are sought out and 
asked to “ become one with ns.” A house 
“ clean swept and garnished” is very well 
in its wfcy ; but it is not of necessity 
homelike. The heart longs for something 
more. There may be (and often is) clean
liness where there is neither warmth nor 
comfort. People differ as to invitations. 
Some will accept a general invitation—a 
kind of “ Gome any time,” and these are 
I fear such as join onr society. Others 
require asking more particularly. They 
like to feel doubly sure of welcome ere 
they come. These it seems to me at e the 
kind our society loses.

Much undeserved blame has been laid on 
tbe itinerating system. “Three years does 
not give a man time to know his congre
gation.” Doesn’t it? We have in our 
town just now a pastor—though a Metho
dist, 1 like the word—with a large congre
gation. Before he had been here three 
months he knew more of his congregation 
then anyone of our three ministers will 
know of us when he leaves at tbe end of 
his term ! It cannot be the three years’ 
system. What is it ? Have our ministers 
so many class-meetings and services to at
tend, and so many other duties to perform 
that they cannot find time to look after 
non-members who regularly attend chapel? 
Surely they might manage more than one 
visit in twenty years anyhow ? If not, 
the society must either lesson the number 
of their meetings, depute some of the min
isters’ work to lay agents, or to make up 
its mind to a state of continued decrease.

This is no new question. Many years 
ago I began to think about it. As a bum
ble temperance worker I came to see how 
drink and vice robbed our chapels ; but I 
thought even they together did not take 
nine out of ten. Then I saw one bright, 
clever, earnest young man slide away into 
Unitarianism. Not drink that, not vice! 
Wondering what were the attractions, I 
too attended some Unitarian services. A 
total stranger I went, got a hearty welcome, 
and during the week the preacher met me 
with a pleasant nod and smile. Another 
went to the Establishment. He had been 
so staunch a Methodist member that I 
should almost as soon have expected the 
President to do likewise. The reason was 
not far to seek. Said he : “I was sick 
and the Rev.----------- (the nearest clergy
man) visited me regularly all through.” 
Here a good working member was lost 
through pastoral neglect. So they have 
gone. We are robbed on all sides. Do
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me good,” said one 
after hearing an 

“ We shall see,” was

“ The sermon did 
friend to another, 
eloquent preacher, 
the reply.

“ In what condition was the Patriarch 
Job, at the end of his life ?” asked a Sun
day School teacher of a quiet looking buy. 
“ Dead,” calmly answered the quiet- 
looking boy. From the answer no appeal 
was taken.

Said an old pastor to a student who bad 
just accepted a pastorate, “ Now yoe are 
at the end of your troubles.” A short 
tune after the young mi ihter, meeting 
with some trials, complained to his friend, 
“ You told me I had got to the end of my 
troubles,” said he. The reply was, “ And 
So you had, but I did not sax which 
end.”

Rev. Dr. Woods, of Andover, was once 
giving his class some instructions about 
preaching in such a manner as to gain 
atti action and applause. “ Young gentle
men,” said he, “ it’s all contained in a 
nutshell. When you go to preach in the 
city, tike your best coat ; but, when you 
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posed work, they each warmly protested 
against his being engaged in so menial an 
occupation. “ Pooh ! pooh !” said he,
“ R’* not your business. Peggy ; nor 
yours, Jang; so it must be mine, I sup
pose.” It scarcely needs be mentioned 
that the ball was regularly cleaned after 
this without any dispute.

Quarrels, like thunder storms, would 
end in sunshine if it were not for the de
termination to have the last word. If you 
are scolded or criticised just bite your 

! lips and keep still, and it will poon be 
i OTer » hut if you retort you are in for 
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that last word.
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French for the Standard Series publica
tion, by Mary Stuart Smith. Price 16 eta. 
This remarkable book has created much 

interest in France, where it has been 
but just issued.

No.98 ETHICS OE THE DUST; or. The Ele
ments of Cbrystalisation. By John Ras
kin, author of “ Modern Pointera,’’ etc. 
(Usual price, $1.69.) Science made sim
ple. Pnce 16 cents.

Xoe.30 MEMORIES OF MY EXILE. By Loni. 
and 31. Kossuth. Translated from the original 

Hungarian by Ferencx Jausz. In twe 
paits. First edition printed in America. 
Per part, price, 20 cents.

No. 32. MISTER HORN AND HIE FRIENDS 
or, Givers and Giving. By Mark Guy 
Pearse, author of “ Daniel (juorm and His 
Religious Notions,” etc. (Usual price 
$1.) Illustrated, 16 cents.

No*. 33 THE ORATION OF DEMOSTHENES 
and 34. Translated by Thomas Leland. Complets 

in two parts. Per part 20 cents.
No. 35. FRONDES AGRESTES; or, Readings 

y- in Ruskin’* “ Modem Painters.” Revised 
by the author. A book for summer read
ing, 16 cents. XJ

No. 33- JOAN OF ARC. By Lamartine. 10 
cents.

No 37. THE THOUGHTS OF THE EMPEROR 
MARCUS AURELIUS ANTONINUS. 
(Usual price $1.60.) 16 cents.
“ Noblest product of Paganism.”—>*. T, 
Tribune.

No. 38. THE SALON OF MADAM NECKER.
Vol. 2. Issued in August. 16 cents.

No. 30. THE HERMITS. By Charles Kingsley 
Issued in August. (Usual price $1.76.
16 cents.

No. 40. JOHN PLOUGHMAN’S PICTURES 
or, More of His Plain Talk for Plain Peo
ple. By Charles H. Spurgeon. This i* 
a new book by Spurgeon, alter the sty}* 
of his celebrated “John Ploughnan’. 
Talk.” Each of the thirty-nine short 
chapters is illustrated by a quaint, apt P>c* 
turc. It* humor and homely wisdom 
should carry it everywhere.

These books are printed in large type,
< i good paper, and bound in heavy card 
luanilla Address,
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