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"The Modern Crusade."
To I he Editor of the Provincial Wwleyan

Sir —From the evasive and disingenuous 
manner in which Mr. Wilson has replied io
my communication, published in the Mes- 
Uyan of the 7th June, it requires hut little 
penetration to discover, that he has deter­
mined to dose his eyes against every argu­
ment calculated to convince him of the many 
palpable errors under which he labours. 1 
have, therefore, little hope that he will see 
the erroneousness of his exposition of the 
38th and 89th chapters of Ezekiel, until the 
course of events prove him to be altogether 
astray in applying the prophecy concerning 
Goa’s yet future invasion of the hind of Is­
rael, to Russia's recent descent upon Turkey.

When reflecting upon some of the extra­
ordinary conclusions to which Mr. Wilson s 
reasonings bring him,—so completely sub­
versive of the obvious meaning of the pro­
phecy, as every body who reads it atten­
tively may see for themselves,—1 have 
thought that he could not have been quite 
compos menti* on the occasion to which he 
refers in his Preface, when his attemion 
was first directed to the prophecy he subse­
quently expounded, and obtained such un­
heard-of results.

In order that those who have not read 
*.The Modern Crusade” may form their 
own opinion upon this point, I will briefly 
recount the circumstances under which it 
was written. It seems, that in view of a 
lecture on the Russian War which the learn­
ed author had engaged to deliver, he took 
up his Bible for the purpose of finding some 
portion of Scripture that seemed to bear 
upon his subject. “ For some time," he 
tells us, “ he was at a loss to determine upon 
any pbrtion of holy Scripture,” and “Ac 
feared his lecture would prove o failure."— 
The reader may imagine the “anxiety" with 
which Mr. Wilson read prophecy after pro­
phecy, but all in vain ;—lie could pitch upon 
no passage that even “seemed to bear upon 
the pissent portentous events in the East,” 
and for some time he was quite at a loss, 
and apprehensive that his lecture would 
prove a failure.

At length, “ in his anxiety, his, attention 
was directed to the prophecy concerning 
Gog"; and (fancying) “he saw so many 
striking coincidents between the prophecy 
and the events of the day that he was often 
overpowered with astonishment” !

It was while in this state of mental be­
wilderment that he prepared “ the notes for 
his lecture,” from which, his extraordinary 
production, “ The Modern Crusade,” was 
subsequently compiled.

This brief sketch of the origin of Mr. 
■Wilson's “ exposition ” of the 38th and 39lh 
chapters of Ezekiel, accounts in a great 
measure, to my mind, for the two principal 
errors under which he has since been la­
bouring :—

1. In imagining that Ruesia’.s recent inva­
sion of Turkey, and the AVar to which it 
has given rise, arc the fulfilment of the two 
chapters of Ezekiel just mentioned.

2. In assuming,—in the face of the clear­
est evidence to the contrary, as I shall prove, 
—that the prophecy concerning Gog’s inva­
sion of the land, and people of Israel, is “per­
fectly isolated."

In regard to the first of these grand mis­
takes, I do not believe that Mr. AV. can 
name one person among all who have ever 
written on the prophecies of Ezekiel, who 
gave it as his opinion, that Turkey in Eu­
rope is “ the land of Israel,” Ezekiel testi­
fies, Gog shall invade in the latter days.— 
The wonderful discovery that “ the land _of 
Israel,” spoken of in the 38th chapter, is not 
Palestine, but Turkey in Eurppe ;—must, 
by universal consent, be attributed to Mr. 
Wilson, of Yarmouth ; and in connexion 
with many other quite original interpreta­
tions,. fairiy entitle him to the appellation of 
“ the wise man of the West."

Now, seeing Mr. AV. himself admits that 
I shall “ effectually expose the errors of the 
Modern Crusade," if 1 prove that the land 
of ancient Israel is the invaded country of 
which Ezekiel speaks,. I. shall now do so, 
and I trust to the satisfaction of all my rea­
ders, Mr. AV., perhaps, excepted. In the 
16th and 18th verses of the 88th chapter of 
Ezekiel, it is thus written : “ And thou 
(Gog) shall come up against my people oj 
Israel as a cloud to cover the land—it shall 
be in the latter days, and 1 will bring thee 
against my land, that the heathen mav know 
me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O
Gog, before their eyes.".........“ And it shall
come to pass at the same time when " Gog 
shall come against the land of Israel, saith 
the Lord God, that my fury shall come up 
in my face.”

These two verses prove that “ the land of 
Israel," called, also, in the 16th verse “ my 
land," is the country which Gog shall in­
vade. It now remains to be proved that the 
land of ancient Israel,—promised by Jeho­
vah to Abraham and his seed for an ever­
lasting possesion,—extending from the Nile 
to the Euphrates, and containing, according 
to a survey made by order of the British 
Government, 300,006 square miles, or more 
than three times the area of Great Britain, 
—is “ the land of Israel” of which Ezekiel 
speaks, not only in the 38th chapter, but 
throughout his prophecies.

The first testimony I shall adduce for this 
purpose is_Ezekie! xi, 1-1-17 : “ Again the 
word of the Lord camo unto me, saying, 
Son of man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, 
the men of thy kindred, and all the house oj 
Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inha- 
Intants oj Jerusalem have said, Get you far 
from the Lord : unto us is this land (the 
land of Israel) given in possession. There­
fore say, Thus saith the Lord God, although 
1 have cast them far off among the heathen, 
and although 1 have scattered them among 
the countries, yet will 1 be to them as a 
little sanctuary in the countries where they 
shall come. Therefore say, Thus saith the 
Lord God, l will even gather you from the 
people, and assemble you out of the countries 
where ye have been scattered, and I will give 
you THE LAND of Israel,": Mr. W. admits 
that this passage refers to “ New Testament 
times.” but says that it “ is absurd” to re­
strict it to the Jews ; for it makes Jevovah 
say to Israel, I will give you “ the land of 
Israel.” "Apply it to the spread of Chris­
tianity, he adds, and it is beautiful.” At 
the time Ezekiel spake the above words, 
“ “H the hou>c of Israel” to whom Jehovah 
here promises to give •• the land of Israel,” 
were in captivity or scattered among the 
nations, as they are at this day. Why, 
then, Mr. AVikon should think it absurd to 
restrict the promise to them, I cannot ima­
gine. Jehovah will certainly “give the land 
of Israel" to bis outcast and scattered people. 
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To apply these passages to the spread of 
Christianity is not only “absurd,” but a 
virtual denial of the truth they contain : un­
derstand them as spoken of ancient Israel 
and their land, and look forward with full 
assurance of faith to their fulfilment, and 
they are beautiful indeed.

Another most striking passage, proving 
that “ the land of ancient Israel" is, under

New Testament times,” called “ the land 
of Israel," is to be found in Ezekiel’s 22nd 
chapter, 41st and 42nd verses. “ 1 will ac­
cept you with your sweet savour, when I 
bring you out from the people, and gather 
you out of the countries wherein ye have been 
scattered: and 1 will be sanctified in you 
before the heathen. And ye shall know 
that 1 am the Lord, when I shall bring you 
into the land of Israel, into the country 
for which 1 lifted up my hand to give it to 
your fathers.”

1 trust sufficient has been quoted from 
Ezekiel to satisfy every ingenuous mind 
that “ the land of Israel,” of which he pro­
phesies, is the “ land of ancient Israel,” and 
not Turkey in Europe, as Mr. W. unwar­
rantably supposes.

Mr. Wilson, in common with an unbeliev­
ing world, may think that no nation has any 
better right to the land of Israel than the 
Turks ; and even assert, as he does, that 
“ there is now no such land on earth !” but 
their unbelief oF what the Scriptures testify 
concerning the “ glorious,” and “ holy” land 
of Israel,—now “ desolate," but yet to “ be­
come like the garden of Eden,” and “ bless­
ed of the Lord” in all things,—will not 
make void the faithful promises of Jehovah 

Away, then, with the idea that Turkey 
in Europe is “ the land of Israel,”—it is 
both unscriptural and absurd. The phrase,
“ the land of Israel,” occurs in the prophe­
cies of Ezekiel alone, at least fifteen times ; 
and, in every instance, the context affords 
irrefragable evidence, that the land of ancient 
Israel, and no other country, is referred to. 
These fifteen texts 1 shall now quote, that 
the reader may satisfy himself of the cor­
rectness of my assertion; and, at the same 
time, learn how much dependence can be 
placed upon Mr. Wilson’s statements, of 
which the following is a specimen :—“ as it 
respects the oft repeated phrase, * the land 
of Israel,’ I again say, that properly speak 
ing there now is no such land on earth, and 
while found in the Bible, and once only, 
meant the land of Palestine.”

“ The land of Israel, while found in the 
Bible, and once only, meant the land of Pa­
lestine,” says Mr. AV. This statement be­
trays such gross ignorance of the contents 
of the Bible, and especially of Ezekiel, that 
I am perfectly amazed. Palestine, or “Pa- 
lestina," is a Scripture name of the ancient 
land of Israel : see Exod. xv, 14 ; Isa. xiv, 
29, 31. When, therefore, Mr. W. affirms 
that “ the land of Israel,” in the Bible, once 
only meant Palestine, he, of course, affirms 
that it once only meant the ancient land of 
Israel. ^ Of the truthfulness of Mr. W’s. 
tatemeut the following hlteon texts from 

Ezekiel will convince the reader. The first 
is chapter vii, 2* “ Thus saith the Lord 
God unto the land of Israel, An end, the 
end is come upon the four corners of the 
land.” The whole chapter is a prophecy 
concerning ancient Israel. The next text 
is chapter xi, 17, already quoted in full.— 
The third is chapter xii, 22 : “ Son of man, 
what is that proverb that ye have in the 
land of Israel, saying, The days are pro­
longed, and every vision faileth ?” See also 
the 19th verse : “ Thus saith the Lord God 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of t)m 
land of Israel.” The fifth is xx, 38 : where, 
—after describing the manner in which Is­
rael shall be brought out from the nations, 
among whom they are now scattered,— 
Jehovah says, “I will purge out from among 
you the rebels, and them that transgress 
against me : I will bring them forth out of 
the country where they sojourn, and they 
(the rebels) shall not enter into the land of 
Israel." Like the generation brought out 
of Egypt, “ whose carcases fell in the wil­
derness,” so will be the generation of Israel 
with which Jehovah shall have to do, when 
he “ shall set his hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant of his people,” 
“ from the four corners of the earth." (Isa. 
xi, 11.) They will require to be tried, 
purged, and purified, ere they enter into the 
“glorious rest” which shall await them in
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of his father David, in “ the city of the great 
King." Isa. xxiv. 23; ix, 7 ; Luke i. 32; 
Ps. xl. 2, The land of Israel is, in God's 
sight, as distinct from all other lands, as the 
nation of Israel is from all other nations.— 
God will make a full end of all other nations, 
but Israel shall never cease to be a nation 
before Him. “ Fear not thou, O my ser­
vant Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel ; 
for behold, I will save thee from afar off, and 
thy seed from the land of their captivity ; 
and Jacob shall return, and be in rest and 
at ease, and none shall make him afraid.— 
Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith 
the Lord : for I am with thee ; for 1 will 
make a lull end of all the nations whither I 
have driven thee ; but 1 will not make a full 
end of thee, hut correct thee in measure ; 
yet will I not utterly cut thee off.” Jer. 
xlvi. 27, 28. See also chap. xxxi. 35-37.

Having shewn the peculiar and insepara­
ble connexion which exists between the pur­
poses of Jehovah and His land, I shall now 
proceed to quote the remaining passages in 
Ezekiel in which the phrase, “ the land of 
Israel,” occurs.

The 11th text is chap, xxxiii. 24. “ Son
of man, they that inhabit those wastes of the 
land of Israel speak, saying, Abraham was 
one, and he inherited the land ; but we are 
many ; the land is given us for inheritance.” 
The “ land of Israel ” is here identified with 
the land which “ they ” said Abraham inher­
ited ; but of which Stephen testifies, Abra­
ham, so far, has inherited “ not so much ns 
to set kis foot on." Acts vii. 5. It is clear­
ly Palestine that is meant.

The 12th text is chap, xxxvii. 12. This 
has been already quoted ; but the reader 
should turn it up in his Bible, arid read the 
context ; particularly the 36th chapter, the 
whole of which is a most beautiful prophecy 
concerning the land of Israel ; minutely des­
cribing its present waste and desolate con­
dition, and also its future glory nnd blessed­
ness ; when the cities now lorsnken and tin 
inhabited, “ shall be filled with flocks of men,” 
as of old Jerusalem was, in the time of “ her 
solemn feasts, xxxvi. 38.

The 13th text is in the chapter contain­
ing the prophecy against Gog ; 1 cannot, of 
course, quote it as a proof that the phrase, 
“ the land of Israel,” in the 18th verse, means 
Palestine ; because Mr. AVilson denies that 
such is its meaning in this “ perfectly isolat­
ed ”( ? ) prophecy. If we are to believe 
him, “ the land of Israel” here means Tur­
key in Europe !

The 14th text is chap. xl. 2. “ In the
visions of God brought be me into the land 
of Israel, and set me upon a very high moun­
tain, by which was as the frame of a city on 
the south." Ezekiel was at this time a “cap­
tive ” in the land of the Chaldeans, as we 
read in the first part of his prophecies ; but 
“ in the visions of God ” he was brought in­
to the land of Israel ; "and there saw in vision 
“ things which shall be hereafter,” pertain­
ing to the land and nation of ancient Israel ; 
as recorded in this and the eight following 
chapters. He saw, and minutely described, 
the Temple that shall be built to the Lord 
when Israel shall be restored ; he beheld
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the land of Israel. The sixth text proving 
that " the land of Israel ” means Palestine, 
and not Turkey in Europe, as Mr. Wilson 
argues, is the 42nd verse of the same chap­
ter : “And ye shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I shall bring you into the land 
of Israel," (Turkey in Europe, or the land 
of ancient Israel ?) “ into the country for the 
which I lifted up mine hand to give it to 
your fathers.” If the reader peruse the 
whole of the chapter from which I have 
made this quotation, he will see that the 
events spoken of are still in the future ; and 
he may depend that when the “ set time” 
arrives, in which God will “ remember his 
land,” and have mercy upon his long “ out­
cast” people, it will be seen that He, at 
least, does not regard “ the land of Israel ” 
as an “ obsolete” phrase.

The 7th and 8th time the phrase, “ the 
land of Israel,” is found in Ezekiel, is in the 
2nd and 3rd verses of the xxi. chap.—“ Son 
of man, set thy face toward Jerusalem, and 
drop thy word toward the holy places, and 
prophecy against the land of Israel, and say 
to the land of Israel,” &c. The mere men­
tion of Jerusalem, and “ the holy places," in 
connexion with “ the land of Israel,” as in 
the present instance, is ample proof that 
Palestine is “ the land of Israel ” here twice 
named.

The 9th and 10th texts are chap. xxv. 3, 
G,—“ Say unto the Ammonites, Hear the 
word of the Lord God ; Thus saith the 
Lord God ; Because thou saidst, Aha, against 
my sanctuary, when it was profaned ; and 
against the land of Israel, when it was deso­
late ; and against the house of Judah, when 
they went into captivity. . . Because
thou hast clapped thine hands, and stamped 
with the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all 
thy despite against the land of Israel.”— 
“ The land of Israel ” in both these places 
evidently means Palestine ; I would merely 
remark, therefore, that persons in this day 
who say “ there is now no such land on 
earth,” virtually say Aha, against “the land 
of Israel ” ; seeing it is temporarily in the 
[tossession of the Turks, who have made it 
waste and desolate ;—one reason why the 
wrath of God is kindled against them. See 
Ezek. xxxvi. 1-7. The land which" God 
“espied” for Israel (Ezek. xx. 6) at the 
time when He, “ the Most High divided to 
the nations their inheritallce, when he sepa­
rated the sons of Adam, and set the bounds 
oj the people according to the number of the 
children of Israel Deut. xxxii. 8-this land, 
“ ‘he glory of all lands,” which God thus 
“ espied ” and reserved for his “ chosen ” 
and still “beloved” people, Israel ;—this 
land, dear to God’s heart as being the birth­
place of Jesus, the scene of his sufferings,
and of his future glory upon earth ;_this
hallowed spot, for which, says Moses, “ the 
Lord thy God caret h: the eyes of the Lord 
thy God are always upon it, from the begin­
ning of the year even unto the end of the 
year”; (Deut. xi. 12) -this Holy land, “sa-

17, for he seems to have carefully avoided 
even quoting it ; in all his “ exposition” 
there is not the slightest reference to this 
most important and striking declaration.— 
AVhat reason does the reader suppose Mr. 
AVI Ison had for taking “ no notice” of the 
17th verse, seeing it so effectually exposes 
the falsity of his assumption that the pro­
phecy concerning Gog is an “ isolated” one. 
Again, why does he persist in “ maintain­
ing" his assumption, and still take no notice 
of the verse in question, after I had parti­
cularly called attention to it in my first com­
munication, as follows ?—“ And are we not 
taught that the prophets of Israel here 
spoken of Gog’s attack upon God's nation ? 
Undoubtedly. See Ezek. 38, 17 : “ Thus 
saith the Lord God, Art thou he of whom 1 
Lave spoken in old time by my servants the 
prophets of Israel which prophesied in those 
days, many years, that I would bring thee 
against them ? Against God’s people of 
Israel, as the preceding verse shows. Ot 
Gog’s invasion of the land of Israel, then, 
the prophets of Israel prophesied “ in old 
time,” “many years.” Isaiah, Micah, Joel, 
and Zecharialt, all speak of it ; and, invari­
ably, as a confederacy of all nations against 
Jerusalem, Judah, or Israel.

“ Here, I think, 1 might pause and leave 
it to the good sense of the reader to say, 
whether the fallacy of “The Modern Cru­
sade” lias not been sufficiently exposed?— 
Whether it is possible that Russia's invasion 
of Turkey, without a single nation, or peo­
ple, being with her, can be that formidable 
attack upon Israel, by all nations, ol which 
the prophets of Israel have prophesied."

1 rallier think Mr. Wilson sees that the i 
17th verse, testifying, as it docs, that the 
ancient prophets prophesied many years that 
Jehovah would in the latter day? bring Gqg 
and “all nations " (see Joel, lit. 2, 9-1G ", 
Zreli. xiv. 2, 3; Zeplt. iii. 8; Isa. xiv. 25, 
xvii. 12, 13, xxix. 7, 8, xxx. 27-33, xxxiv. 
1-8, Ixiii. 1-6 ; Dim. xi. 15 ; Mic. iv. 11-13, 
v. 5, 0.) against “ His land,” nnd the Israel­
ites who shall then he dwelling safely in the 
midst of it ; and there pour out upon them 
Hi. terrible hut righteous judgments ;—1 
rati,et think that Mr. AV., seeing this, thought 
it advisable to treat it as he did the other 
texts 1 referred him to, that is, take no no­
tice of il. I hope, however, the reader will 
notice nnd consult all these texts : lie will be 
amply repaid for his trouble, if he under­
stand them as they are written, and do not 
“stumble at the word” of God “ through 
unbelief ;” but, like Abraham of old, be 
“ strong in failli, giving glory’ to God ; fully 
persuaded that wlmt He hath promised, He 
is able also to perform." And “ the Lord 
of Hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as 1 
have thought, so shall it come to pass ; and 
as I have purposed, so shall it stand : That 
/will break the Assyrian (Gog, compare 
Micah v. 5, 6) in my land, and upon my 
mountain (the land and mountains of Israel, 
compare with Ezek. xxxix. 4, xxxviii. 16) 
tread him under foot: then shall his yoke 
depart from off them, and his harden depart 
from off their shoulders. This is the pur­
pose that is purposed upon the whole earth :
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* the glory of Jehovah coming from the way, and this is the hand that is stretched out
of the east,” causing the earth to shine ; he 
saw it enter into, and fill the house ; and 
heard the voice of Him who shewed him 
these things, saying, “ Son of Man, the place 
of my throne, and the place of the soles of my 
feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the 
children of Israel Jorever, and my holy name 
shall the house of Israel no more defile," Ac. 
Having also beheld and particularly describ­
ed the dedication of the Temple, the ordin­
ances of the altar, and the service thereof ; 
he was next instructed concerning the future 
disposal of the land. “An holy portion ” of 
it, in extent upwards of 100 square miles, is 
to be ottered as an oblation unto the Lord ; 
and in “ the midst thereof ” is to be the city, 
the sanctuary, and the most holy place ; also 
the houses of the priests, and the ministers, 
who shall come near to minister unto the 
Lord. The rest of the land is to be divided 
among the twelve tribes of Israel, according 
to the plan laid down in his two last chap­
ters. “ The city ” shall “ be called by a new 
name, which the mouth of the Lord ” hath 
named: “ the name of the city from that day 
shall be,” Jeiiovah-shammah, signifying, 
“ The Lord is there.”

The 15th and last passage in which the 
phrase, “ the land of Israel,” occurs in Eze­
kiel, is the 18th verse of the 47th chapter: 
“ And the east side yc shall measure from 
Hanrem, and from Damascus, and from 
Gilead, and from the land of Israel, by Jor­
dan, from the border -unto the east sea. 
And this is the east side.” The north, 
south, and west boundaries of the land are 
also given in the same chapter ; and at the 
21st verse it is written, “ So shall ye divide 
this land unto you according to the tribes of 
Israel.” And at the 14th verse it is said, 
“Ye shall inherit it, one as well as another : 
concerning the which I lifted up mine hand 
to give it unto your fathers."

Thus is t^p “ land of Israel,” in every 
instance, proved to be “ Palestine,” the land 
of ancient Israel.

AVhen, therefore, Jehovah says concern­
ing “Gog,” “Thou shall come up against 
my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the 
land ; it shall be in the latter days, and I 
will bring thee against my land." .... “And 
it shall come to pass at the same time when 
Gog shall come against the land of Israel 
—when, 1 say, the reader has suclt plain 
declarations as these to teach him that it is 
“the land of Israel” against which Gog 
shall come,—that same country named, at 
least, fifteen times by the same prophet, I 
trust that he will see the first great mistake 
under which Mr. AVilson labours, in sup­
posing that Russia’s recent invasion of Tur­
key in Europe, is that great and terrible 
event—the yet future invasion of Jehovah’s 
land and people of Israel, by “Gog and all 
his multitude.”

But, as 1 before stated, there is a second 
gross mistake under which Mr. W. is still 
labouring ; he assumes and maintains, in 
the lace of the clearest testimony to the con­
trary, that the prophecy concerning Gog is 
“perfectly isolated." In the concluding 
paragraph of his last letter, he says : “I 
have taken no iwtice of the different texts 
quoted from other prophecies by Mr. Lith- 
gow, because they! are irrelevant and refer 
to other matters. AVhilc I have assumed, 
and still maintain, that the prophecy con­
cerning Gog, as found in the 38th and 39th 
chapters of Ezekiel, is perfectly isolated: 
upon this ground ‘ The Modern Crusade’ 
was given to the world,” &c.

I shall now, by simply quoting a verse or 
two from the very prophecy of which Mr. 
AV. professes to have given “a plain exposi­
tion,” prove that “ The Modern Crusade”

upon all the nations." Isa xti. 24, -■>.
But the 17th verse referred to, by prov­

ing that the prophecy concerning Gog is not 
“perfectly isolated,” also proves that the 
“ Modern Crusade” was “given to the 
world ” upon a groundless assumption ; for, 
says its author,—“ 1 have assumed and still 
.maintain, that the prophecy concerning Gog 
as found in the 38 and 39 chapters of Eze­
kiel is perfectly isolated : upen this ground 
“ the Modern Crusade ” was given to the 
worlfj ; and no argument has vet met the eye 
of the writer, calculated to convince him that 
his position is untenable.” No ! nor will any 
such arguments ever meet lis eye, so long 
as lie persists in taking “no notice " of ex­
planatory and parallel passages of Scripture, 
except to scoff at them as “ a mere flourish 
of trumpets," or dogmatically pronounce 
them “ irrelevant.”

[To be Continued.]

A.}1,1?'1 UP°“ the mountains of Israel ■ lered to the memory of Abraham, “the is based upon a groundless assumption— 
_ they shall dwell in theAand that l' have I mm'* ?f ,0o<’ ”f lsaaÇ and Jacolj, and of That so far from the prophecy concerning

all the holy prophets and apostles, who “sleep Gog being “ perfectly isolated," the propheti

The Sabbath in Germany,
The evil of the half reformation of Ger­

many has been nowhere more conspicuous 
than in the little respect shown to the Sab­
bath. The old Popish habit of making it, 
for the greater part, a mere carnal holiday, 
not having been effectually counteracted in 
the beginning, because of the laxity of some 
of the reformers on the subject, has been 
transmitted from generation to generation, 
affecting with its malign influence even the 
Protestant population. It is no wonder that, 
amid such a state of things sound doctrine 
and evangelical religion ha? been so lament­
ably under a cloud. Where there is no 
Sabbath there is no love for the truth, nor 
genuine piety. A correspondent of one of 
our foreign exchanges, writing from Germa­
ny, thus speaks of the present prevailing 
state ol tilings :—

“ Sunday performances in theatres and 
operas seem to be an absolute want in Ger­
man courts and capitals ; and, to our know­
ledge, not one of them have made a sacrifice 
of these diversons in behalf of public Christ­
ianity. Moreover, drinking houses are 
everywhere opened to all visitors, except 
young people, during Sunday : in Bavaria 
even the shops of lottery-ticket sellers must 
be shut on Sunday only during the two or 
three hours of public service. But the 
grossest abuse, happily unexampled in the 
other German States, ispn that same Bavaria 
an abuse which has hitherto steadily kept 
up in spite of nnmerous remonstrances and 
petitions ol clergymen and Christian socie­
ties. I hint at the fairs and cattle-markets, 
which are, in a great many Bavarian places, 
held nn the Sundays. Agricultural festivals 
also, connected with fruit and cattle-shows, 
and, what is still worse, an enormous con­
sumption of beef, often occur on that day 
set apart by God for things so infinitely bet­
ter. it would lie within the government’s 
power to abolish the said abuses by a mere 
order ; what is wanting is but the will to re­
move them.

“ In other countries of Germany, however, 
as [in Prussia, AVurtemburg, Baden, Sab­
bath observance has undoubtedly improved 
in the course of the last year. Not only 
stricter laws of former times have been en­
joined, but, what is of greater importance, 
public opinion, as also the manners and cus­
toms ol the people, have been ameliorated. 
The institutions of elders and kirk-sessions, 
introduced in some ot the states but a few 
years ago, has given a most desirable sup­
port to the clergy's exertions for a better ob­
servance of the holy day. The frivolous 
customs, however, are much more easily to 
be mastered jn districts of pure Protestant 
populations, then where the latter arc mixed 
up with Roman Catholics. The laxity of 
the latter in the Sabbath cause is indisput-

This Paper is filed, and may be seen free of charge at 
Holloway's Pill am, Oi.vtmk.nt Establishment, 
244, Strand, London, where Advertisements and huh 
sen (Rions will be received lot this Periodical.

Noeommonieatioo will be inserted without the writer for 
nish mi with his name m roAfi i*nce 

We do not hold ournelvea wpunsiblefor the opinions or 
Statements of corresponder.es unless editorially endorsed. 

Correspondent - are respectfully requested to condense their 
communications—and write the names of person* and 
places very legibly.

The Provincial Western is the largest, and, for its size, the 
cheapest of th** Kt-iizious papers of the Lower Provinces, 
Subscribers will confer a favour by recommending it to 
their neighbours.

The Conference at Leeds.
Our first page will be found to be fully 

occupied this week with interesting informa­
tion respecting the Conference ol AVesleyan 
Ministers in England lately assembled at 
Leeds. AVe bave selected the succinct but 
comprehensive letters of the correspondent 
of our London AVesleyan cote m pot ary as 
best adapted to convey to our readers as 
complete a view of the Conference proceed­
ings as consists with the limits of this paper. 
The detailed reports of its session and of 
the discussions in the preparatory Com­
mittees, which crowd the ample columns 
of the AVatchman, are of course too volum­
inous lor reproduction here. AVe have, 
however, in the course of a careful perusal, 
striven to bear away, impressed upon our 
mind whatever appeared of special interest, 
and now attempt a concise review.

The Rev. Isaac Keeling, on whom has 
been devolved by the votes of a flattering 
majority of bis brethren, tiie high honour, 
(the highest to which a AVesleyan minister 
may aspire) of, filling the F residential chair, 
has long occupied the subordinate but hon­
ourable and responsible office of an assistant 
Secretary. The conspicuous ability and un­
wearying assiduity, with which he has been 
wont to discharge the various duties of that 
less promiuent post, have secured for him so 
large a place in the estimation of his feilow 
ministers, that they have now by this over­
whelming vote, elevated him to his present 
position among them. The address of the 
Ex-Fuesidknt, (Rev. John F'arrar,) of 
whom we may here parcntbctieally intro­
duce the estimate of the AVatchman,—“As 
ficsidont, tiu has, we learn from every quar­
ter, more tlain realized tin, expectations 
which had been formed of bis success ; bis 
perfect acquaintance with the details of eve­
ry Lusmess, his almost unexampled assiduity, 
his unfailing promptitude, his personal kind­
ness, have won him a very high and honor­
able position in the gallery of Ex-Presidents” 
—uud the speech m reply of the President 
elect are reprinted in another column.

The Rev. Dk. Hannah is again appointed 
Secretary. “ His highly gifted und accom­
plished mind,” said the Rev. John Scott 
m moving the thanks of the Conference for 
his efficient services during the past year 
“ had enabled him to do everytning in a way 
which lew could equal and none surpass.”

The Preparatory Committees have been 
marked by a pleasing unanimity ot senti­
ment, and their plans are conspicuous lor 
the energy of purpose displayed. Metho­
dism m England, now that she is becoming 
relieved in great measure of the care of her 
Colonial work, scents bent upon fuller and 
more pervasive labours at home. She will 
not lessen her activities abroad but will atm 
more steadily at the enlargement of her 
sphere of evangelical operation among the 
neglected classes of Britain. The impor­
tance of such a movement and the necessity 
ot some immediate measure to secure the 
more comfortable sustentation of the home 
ministry formed prominenutopics of the re­
port read at the meeting of the Contingent 
Fund Committee.

It adverted at length “ to the painfully insuffi­
cient provision made lor the Ministers in the 
dependant Circuits of the Connexion,—from 
all of which Circuit Schedules had been receiv­
ed and carefully examined by the Committee, 
and it recommended that some well consider­
ed and carefully -organised measures should he 
adopted at as early a period as possible, to 
bring this primary duty of adequately support­
ing their own Ministers before our Societies and 
congregations. It expressed the opinion, that 
this deficiency did not exist because of the pe­
cuniary inability of these Circuits, as certain 
other claims of the Connexion were met by 
them with ready and well-sustained liberality. 
The Report also adverted to the religious des- 
stitution of the large towns, and many rural Dis­
tricts, and the important duty devolving on the 
Methodists to emulate the example ol their la­
thers, by not merely sustaining the work ol 
God in its present extent, but by spreading 
holiness throughout the land.”

It is gratifying to learn that the Contin­
gent Fund ia better sustained, and that the 
committee have been able ny the aid ol the 
Relief and Extension Fund to do much 
m the way of furnishing residences for the 
ministers, so that instead of 130 married 
ministers being left without houses, as was 
the case two or three years ago, the number 
is now reduced to 43.

The Chapel Committee present an admir­
able report, one w hich inspired a “ universal 
feeling of devout gratitude and lively hope. 
So gratifying and satisfactory a Report on 
Financial matters has never, we are convinc­
ed, been presented to a AVesleyan Commit­
tee. Great things have been accomplished 
during the past year, the good effects of 
which, direct and more remote, it is scarcely 
possible to exaggerate." This “ AVesleyan 
Chapel Committee," is an amalgamation into 
one united Committee of the various com­
mittees to whom the oversight and arrange­
ment of Chapel affairs had been previously 
entrusted. On it also, an entirely new class 
of duties has been devolved, in the disposal 
on the principle of loan of the money receiv­
ed from the Conncxtonal Relief and Exten­
sion Fund.

“ The great fact announced by the Report is 
that during the year, through the operation ot

et predominantly I spective Trust-estates oi those chapels raise, to 
1 meet the sums lvut to them severally, amounts 

which, in the aggregate, make £21*,» 18, thus 
providing, by this new method of loans, for the 
extinction of £j„\0V3. Ot their proportion, 
£13,1*9 have actually been raised by the Trust 
Estates, and £12,570 have been paid by the 
Chapel Committee, so as to effect the extinction 
of £30,719 of debt. .1// tins has been done since 
Jaunary last, as it was not until that month that 
the Committee entertained any applications for 
loans ; wishing that ample time should be gi\cn 
to all Trusts to avail themselves ot the opportu­
nity presented to them, before considering the 
case of any. It is, of course, understood that, in 
every case relieved, a sum is rawed by the ap­
plicant Trust, at least equal to that lent by the 
Committee, and that the sum lent is to be repaid 
by half yearly instalments in two years or less.*”

Thus arc the Wesleyansof England now 
cheered by the prospect of a speedy extinc­
tion of their Chupel-dcbts. Meanwhile the 
spirit of enterprise is not dormant.

“ Leave has been given to undertake 77 erec­
tions or enlargements. Of these, 32 are new 
Chapels, 17 enlargements, 18 School-houses, and 
10 organs. -The estimated cost of these under­
takings is £37,186, showing an increase ot £23- 
260 upon the corresponding item ot last year 
The debt allowed on ali the erections is £4,100, 
and the expected income is £1,030, or 21 per 
cent, on the debt. Engagements have been en­
tered into to pay ofl the whole by annual instal­
ments within 5 or 10 years at the farthest. A 
register of these engagements will be kept, and 
enquiries made every year as to their fulfil 
ment.”

The Relief and Ext' ns ion Fund is stated 
at eighty-two thousand pounds, nearly iMO,- 
000 have been already appropriated towards 
the payment of connexionul liabilities, and 
.£35,000 have been paid over to the Chapel 
Committee to he employed on the loan prin­
ciple.

The report of the E</ucaliuJi Committee 
points to a diminution m the number of Sun­
day scholars while the number of Day scho­
lars has increased. The Watchman ob­
serves : —

“ We can only account for the fact on two 
grounds. Our congregations have increased 
but comparatively few of them have, as yet, 
connected Ommseives with us by the closer ties 
of membership, and many ot them belong to a 
class of population superior in station to that 
from which our Sunday-schools generally are ta­
ken. This is one ground And another is that 
to which reference was made by the Ilev. John 
Scott, in the Educational Committee on Mon­
day, as it had been, on similar occasions, in for­
mer vais, We refer co the operations of Church 
Day-schools in the neighbourhood where there 
is no Wesleyan Day-school. The rule in nearly 
all these cases, it is notorious, is that only those 
children shall be admitted to ihe advantage of 
the Day-school, who are also sent to the Sunday- 
school and to the Church. Church Diy-schuols 
arc being multiplied? without intermission, ami 
the advantages of Day-school education are be­
coming more and more appreciated by the popu­
lation at large ; it id therefore, no wonder if the 
numlmr of children attending Church Day- 
schools and Sunday-schools continually increases, 
if the Wesley ans had but as many Day-schools 
as would stifhee for the education of all the 
children of the poorer classes attending their 
Ministry, such a result as regards ourselves could 
not be. But this is unfortunately far from being 
the case.”

The increase during the year in the num­
ber of the Conncxiona! Schools of Metho­
dism has been from 357 to 387 and in the 
number of children from 12,0tt5 to 45,1G8.y»

The total cost of all these schools is reported, 
for the year just ended, at £25,07 7, being a de­
crease on the former year of £ 78. The salaries 
paid have amounted in all to £19,774, being an 
increase of £546. The income of the year has 
been £23,723, including subscriptions, collec­
tions and children’s pence ; and the children 
have paid £15,724, b-ing an increase in their 
payments ot £626. The average number in at­
tendance has been 33,156, being 3.08G fewer than 
last year. The decrease in the average atten­
dance, like the general diminution of the num­
ber of our Sabbath-scholars who attend at any 
Day-schools, jioints to the pressure of hard times 
upon the poor, compelling them to detain their 
children at home or to earn a little by their la­
bour. The general result, however, that not- 
standing the harMness ot the times, the numlx*r 
of Day-scholars has increased b) 3,000, and the 
amount of children’s pence by £626, is very sa­
tisfactory.

“ The Model School during the past year has 
received consideiable enlargement, this being 
found to be absolutely necessary. The conse­
quence is that there is still a debt—the final 
debt—upon the Institution of £ 1,600. A trifle 
this, indeed, compared to the £40,000 which this 
noble and extensive Institution bas cost ; but 
still a sum much too large to be left as a debt. 
There :tre still, it appears, 250 Circuits in which 
no meeting has been held towards defraying the 
expenses connected with establishing the Noimal 
College. These 250 Circuits must do their part 
along with the 200 in which meetings have been 
held ; and they will find no diflicfllty in raising 
the £1,600 among them.

“ The Normal Institution has now, for a year 
or more, been fully occupied. One hundred 
students are receiving’ instruction and training ; 
and 900 children are taught in the practising 
schools. And the testimony of Her Majesty’s 
Inspectors, particularly that of J. 1). Morill, 
E&q., just published, as well as the evidence of 
the annual examinations, proves that there is no 
Normal Institution in the country so compre­
hensive and complete in its arrangements, no 
staff officers connected with any such Institution 
more efficient and devoted, and no Normal train­
ing anywhere bestowed which effects so uniform 
and decisive an advance and improvment in 
the students who receive it. The only matter 
for regret is that the College was not built for 
two hundred students instead of one huncfç^J*

The Sabbath Committee has been diligent 
in the discharge of its duties. It* report was 
to the following effect :—

“ From the Conference to the present day 
the Committee and friends of the Sabbath have 
l,een kept in<ewantly watching to guard 
against successive attempts to desecrate that sa­
cred day. Proposals to open the Crystal Pa­
lace arid the British Museum, and the question 
of Public-houses, have successively called for 
the energetic opposition of the Christian public 
throughout the year. One of the earliest ef­

fort# mad# to dvâôcrats the àaUbath Jci. n 
year was by Mr. Oliveira.' M. I\, by the re­
posed admission of shareholders to the Vr \ st.V. 
Palace at such times as the general public were 
not admitted, in other worthst on the Loro's 
Day. However, the Attorney ami Sulit itov- 
General were of opinion, th*t such a thing 
would invalidate the Company *> Charter. Mr. 
Hume then gave noti* é ot a motion tint it was 
-lvsirable that the British >!••>» lav. V»-,» i u 
Gallerv, 8cc., should be open to tin pul t n 
Sundays after morning servie» , - !. :i»..• -
as the Public-houses are cj eu. Thi x\.r< final­
ly withdrawn. Sir Joshua \\ a!in.'.» a im • * '-'k 
it up, and it was defeated in the hvi-c »-t V.mi­
mons by al*>ut () to 1. As to IV! .,v hou>< 
public meetings had been held in huge 
and in Leeds the largestom e\t r h 
petition in favour of ✓fusing Pub.1 V 
the Lord’s-day entirely. The result V - 
étions bad been that, up to the 1‘. ::i <
1,785 petitions were presented to ?!'•' 
of Commons, signed by 31 7.HÛ per*<m> 
address was also presented to her M.ijt 
Earl Harrow by, signed by more than 
females of the lal>ouring classes, un in 
occasion. The enlarge meut ot the s 
Committee, and the appointment oi a S 
Committee to meet in London, and to 
the question constantly, were louu l, . i these 
various occasions to work wed. The i.nbveys 
continue too generally to outrage the icelmgs ol 
the Christian public by wantonly imadin- the 
sanctities of the Sabbath with Sum.aA' ihv v.r. 
sion Trains, spreading demuraii ation thivu.gh- 
oyt the land. Ihe Bill, before l’afl...nient, 
avowedly for the prevention ui Sunday Hading, 
has excited strong opposition bv i;> e\. t |>tien> 
in favour ot the sale ot many 1 he
Committee strongly recommend* that the sub­
ject of the Sabbath, attacked as i: is on all 
hands, be made a matter ot constant ju.tyir, 
both in public and private, to the l.oni ot tin 
Sabbath ; and think it highly desirable that 
Ministers should every where, preach on the 
subject, and, both by precept and example, in­
cessantly enforce the devout observance of an 
Institution which is bound up in the aaell Umg 
of this country to all generations."’

The Book Committee report an increase 
in sales.

Of hymn-books six thousand more Avon- 
sold than in the* previous yuu. I he i in id.: 
tion of the periodicals has been kept up, ex­
cept that ot the large Wesleyan Mag.:/.me which 
has declined. The sale of New ton's Life has 
exceeded expectations. Of tracts twelve him 
dred thousand have been circula! . ami a 
new “ Biographical Series” has been » *mmen- 
ccd, which is to contain sketches of the. die ami 
experience of old Methodist worthies, 'Iheie 
will b» original tracts from tie pens o: -■ • i» . ol 
the ablest ministers in the conrex cn. .Sketches 
of John liaimeand Sampson Stanituith have Lem 
issued, and will be followed by John Nc!-on, 
James Bernd y, and others. A new sene> <>t
Sunday-School Manuals, for the u.-e ol m V L;s 
and teachers, is to be prepared a< ear I a n jM>s 
sible ; and a new educational period; ,«l i> pro­
jected, which may be the organ ot mtoituition 
in all matters relating to the Wesleyan day 
and Sunday-schools ami the Normal institution.*’

Altogether the past year has been one ol 
encouragement,[calling lor devout gratitude* 
to God, and the prospect of the future are 
bright with promise.

Official Transfer of the Seals of. 
Conference,

The Kx-Brkhidkn't, (tiie lvev. John l arrar.) 
addressing himself to the newly-elected Presi­
dent said—Mr. President : You have L«.en, l y a 
very honourable election, placed in the highest 
position which a Methodist Minister can ot » upy ; 
a position of great care, anxiety, and responsibil­
ity and one which will tax all your mental and 
physical j lowers. But you bring to this position 
very high qualifications. You have been accus 
turned to the business of the Conference tor many 
yeais, ami have fijled a position on the platform 
in a manner which has been highly honourable 
to yourseit and Ujudicial to the Connexion 
You possess great calmness ol mind, and an im­
perturbable spirit. I can assure you ol the hearty 
supjrort of your brethren. 1 now place in vour 
hands the seals ot the Conference, and hope the 

•year of your office may be the happiest year of 
your life, and one of great religious pro.-pc. it y 
to Methodism. I also transfer to you the Pocket 
Bible which Mr. Wesley used in field and street 
preaching, and which is a memorial of his zeal 
and a monitor to each of us to “ go to tho-v a* ho 
need us most."

The Pkkhioknt, (addressing the Conference,) 
said—The very kind address of my excellent 
predecessor has taken for granted what my con­
sciousness cannot quite confirm. lb* has stated 
that I have an impertuiliable spirit. I may, by 
the grace of God, and by the force*of habit, 
have some self-contiol ; hut I have ha ! sum* 
anxious thoughts arising from the position in 
which your kindness has placed me. That 
position is to me a special and powerful mo­
tive to walk humbly with God. it comes alter 
other motives of similar tendency, arising from 
divine chastenings and visitations, by which, for 
some time past, I have been impressively taught 
the necessity of submissive dependence x on the 
providence and grace of God. Lwr ^mee 1 was 
fifteen, I have had an abiding conviction, that to 
desire intensely the grand prizes of life is. to 
say the least, a great mistake, whether that de­
sire be gratified or disappointed. And, for ma­
ny years, 1 have l>een àçpvmced, that ambition 
in religious men, whether it be secular or* eccle­
siastical ambition, is something worse than a mis­
take ;—that a disciple of Christ canjbot “ seek 
great things ” for himself without itefl-idolatry, 
as well as such idolising estimation of the objects 
pursued, as must lx* offensive to him who m 
still, as when the Second Command meut was 
given, “ a jealous God." But 1 t a vviy ! . h 
value on the esteem and affection of w: .* and 
good men. “ A good name L better than prec 
ious ointment “ rather to be chosen than great 
riches, and loving favour rather than silver and 
gold.” Though I have not dared to anticipate 
the vote of this day with any sanguine expecta­
tion, I feel most gratefully the expression of the 
confidence of those whose affection and Jove 
arc to me most precious. There is no place in this 
world where I can meet, at one time, so rfiany 
kind well-known faces and valued friends as in 
a Conference Chapel. / have looked to it as the 
head-quarters of a gnat family. In the Minis­
ters who have been placed in honourable nomi­
nation by the vote of tins morning, 1 see not 
competitors, but friends ; and. especially in the. 
person of one eminent Minister, who, by tin* free 
and fair action of friends who justly value him, 
has been put in nomination. I sec not a rival, 
but a generous personal friend, my friend tor the 
last forty years, who, a few days ago, kindly con­
gratulated me ou the probability of what has 
now taken place.

Of the importance and solemn responsibility 
of the duties of this office, my apprehensions arc 
beyond any thing I can express. My deep and 
unfeigned consciousness ot insufficiency is euch, 
that were I to look only or chiefly at my own 
resources, or to regard this weighty charge with 
selfish views, I should not only be discouraged, 
but dismayed and overwhelmed. 1 look for 
divine assistance. 1 have watched my venerat­
ed predecessors in former years, and have seen 
some of the best of them at times oppressed by 
the number and variety of affairs claiming im-
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(«-beers.)—and that no 
be adopted without first 
l»c a real improvement, 
well con nex iuiially. I 
in the consideration that 
eminent fathers and w 
riencvd sagacity has 1mm 
vices ami in great rnvlr 
of those men of nerve w 
vice ; though, when ih 
van, by tho grace of < 
go forward, as the -cast 
late Conncxional sfruj 
paired ol Methodism, in 
come to a period tike I 
sure future for those wl 
ciples of trufh and rigli 
brethren have endured 
tion.” J rejoice to w 
among the brethren loi 
strifes are nearly over, 
set our house in order 
tian enterprise. 1 hav 
some want of recoller 
habitual sentiments. {
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another waiter in the 
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The war in Aria t 
position infiuiielv sup 
Omar P* ha liai l**eu 
purpose, it ny surmised 
as to strike a blow in I 

i he allied comma? <1 
to have forwarded to tl 
object of which is to 
movement on Kars, . 
38,000 men are to 1m*

*nd Churmikii, 1 ; t! 
against the Uoujh rif th 
Pacha riiouid have to r 
the Russian ojxwcd to i 
Mustapha Pacha and < 
exist;-, which is not a 
enecess. The time wh. 
such a body of men cot 
render operations in tl 
tieable during the pre <

In the House of Cum 
gust, in answer to quest 
respecting difficulties tli 
powers in cemeequem 
Ixml Palmerston .state 
rangements made a* I! 
u had led to questions 
United States as to v 
that country had been 
Government lxnng de 
tion should by js«.nbili 
to the erdiMment of f< 

place at Halifax, (lie 

The new postage ia 
colonies has given such 
I*°n, that the govern
change.

A very favorable au; 
important trade with tl 
from the complexion < 
Country, which report 

British manufactura 
splendid harvest now 
BUtes. A brisk tradi 
tries is anticipated.

According to a priva 
General Pelissier has i


