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Music in the Public Schools of Fredericton.

Frang W. HARRISON,
Supervisor Public School Music, Fredericton, N. B.

In September, 1907, on the recommendation of
the Teachers’ Association of the City of Frederic-
ton and several prominent citizens, the school
board introduced the study of music in the
primary grades, as an experiment, For two years
the work was carried on, in this way, in grades one
and two. The results proving satisfactory both to
the school board and the public, in 1909, the
teaching was extended to grades three, four and
five, and music was adopted as a regular study on
the school curriculum, following in September,
1910.

The plan of work is as follows: Beginning wnth
the first year in school, the elements of time, tune,
and notation, are presented and elaborated, grade
by grade, through the entire school curriculum.
In grades one, two and three the time is spent in
teaching all the common scale intervals and reading
melodies in rhythms of two, threes, fours and sixes,
in which these intervals occur, all the work being
done at the blackboard. In grade four music
readers are placed in the hands of the pupils.
Grade five, two part song is introduced. Three and
four part song with all accidentals are taught in
grades six, seven and eight. The easier oratorios,,
part songs, and glees, are taught in the high school.

Such in. brief is the outline of .school music
study in the City of Fredericton.

A public school music course can only be
successfully carried out under the direction of a
supervisor specially trained for the work. It is
useless for any. one who has not had special
preparation to attempt class teaching, no matter
how great the skill in music may be along other
lines, The technique of teaching sight reading is
as different from the piano as is the piano from the
violin. This does not say that no skill in music is
required; on the contrary, the better the musician
the better the teacher after having had a proper

- training in school methods.

In a city of any size the teaching must be done
by the day school teacher, who receives her instruc-
tion from the supervisor. Any day school teacher
can learn to teach her own grade with assistance
of the supervisor. This is particularly true of
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grades one to six. Grades seven and eight and
high school should be taught by the supervisor.
It is claimed by many teachers that they cannot
sing, but the writer has found the teachers under
his direction in the schools of Fredericton,
perfectly able to carry on the work after having
had the necessary instruction. Many claimed at
first that the work would be beyond their
abilities, but, with the appheatlon of deﬁmte 5
principles of teaching, they have mweedéil Jin.
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