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BHVEN

CHATS WITH YOUNG
MEN

———

AN EARNEST WORD TO OUR
YOUNG MEN

The vivid lightning of the heavens
sometimes reveals in all the bright.
nees of day what lies hidden in the
darkness of night. The grace of
God sometimes parallels this in a
flood of ligut flashed at intervals
upon the soul. Without warning,
without apparent cause, even, it
comes, 8 momentary brightness, but
lasting in ite effects. Mind and
heart are illumioated, and the truth
brought out in bold relief becomes &
force to influence our life,

Catholic young men, hag your re-
sponsibility towards others ever
been thruet upon you in one of these
burete of light ? Has the second
greatl commandment of God, "Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,”
ever had any effect upon your lives ?
The love of your neighbor is the test
of yourjiove of God. The chief com
mand of charity it to save the soul
of your fellow-man. Nothing else
matters, nothing else is of any con-
sequence to God in the final analy-
gis, True, you must slothe the
naked and feed the hungry, baut
these are only means to an end,
means to a greater good, the eaving
of your neighbor’s soul, As the soul
is immeasurably greater than the
body, 8o the charity which saves the
soul 18 greater than tke charlty
which cares for the body alone,

Every sincere Catholic desires
nothing more fervently than the con-
version of this fair land of America
to the true faith. How is this re
sult to be obtained ? Many will say,

by the preaching of our clergy and |

their Apostolic zeal. My reply is—
Yes—from the zeal of our clergy, in
& measure, but in a far greater de-
gree from the good example and dir-
ect pereonal inflaence of a faithful
Catholic laity. It is nod the priest
80 much, who meets the non Catho-
lio but seldom ; it is you, young
people of the laity, and especially

you, young men, who are living in | prayer.

constant association with them,

the object lessons from which those
outside the Church judge of the
truths of our Catholic Faith,

responsibility resting upon you to
give a good example.

A splendid instence of the power
of good example is related in the
biography of the distinguished Eng
lish convert, John Hungerford
Pollen. One night, in the crush of a
London society funotion, he espied
st the opposite end of the room a
lady trying to catch his eye. He
could not recall her face, but she
evidently knew him, and they both
made their way through the press
until they met in the middle of the
room, "I see you don't remember
me, Mr, Pollen,’ said the lady, de
epite polite attempts on his part,
“but I have good reasons to remem.
ber you. This time last year I sat
beside you at a dinner party, and a
flsh entree was served. I partook of
it while you refused, and I said, 'You
are quite wrong, Mr. Pollen, not to
take some of this. It is exce/lent. I
will sign to the footman to bring it
to you.' ‘'No, thank you,’ was your
reply ; ‘it 18 one of those fast days on
which I may eat meat, but Ca‘bolics
are not on such days allowed flsh at
the same meal’ You went on to
talk of other shings ; but my aston-
ishment was extreme, and I was de-
termined to inquire into a religion
which could make a man forego a
good dish of food. The result is that
I am at present a Catholic.”

To be a miesionary, to win souls
for Jesus Christ, to bring the light

| of faith to the non Catholics of this

land, is a mission to which every
young man is called. Your zeal may
be ensily tested in the good example
you get to others. Be a good Catho-
lic in all that that means. Do not
think one way and act another, Do
not conduct yourself in church like
s fervent Christian and in daily life
like an apoetate. Christ bas eaid,
“No man can serve two masters.”
You cannot praiee God and the world
in the same breath. There is no
alterpative ; it must be either one or
the other; there i8 no neutrality pos-
sible.

Young men, how shall you aid in
making America Catholic ? First,
by the power of effectual fervent
St. James saye, “Pray for

| one another that you may be saved,
Yer, Catholic young men, you are ' for the continued prayer of the just

You |

are living witnesses for or against

the Churck. Your non - Catholio
friends read you more attentively
than they would read a Catholic
book, They are influenced more by
your @ayings and doings, particular-
ly doings, than they would be by
carefully framed syllogisms proving
the truth of the Chureh.

Every Catholic young man should
be an apostle. A life pulsating with
the purity and faith is a sermon that
touches hearts, that wins converts,
Would that the lives of all of you
oame under that heading—Apostolic.
Bat, alas, some of you seem to be
dead. The enthusiasm that brings
the faith to the attention of others,
the enthusiasm which should spring
from the very joy of being a Catho-
lic, is not in your possession. You
could set the world on fire, and yet
you are contenf to remain dull and
sluggish.

Of what use is the preaching of
the clergy it you, who should mirror
in your lives the truths sa$ forth in
the pulpit, do not give a splendid ex
ampls of a living, vibrant Catholic
faith ? Non-Calholicse attend the
services of the Church and they hear
the priest speak mcst eloquently on
the truths of religion ; they hear him
outline a method of right living
which, it followed in its entirety by
all peoples, for a single day even,
would result in a universal Utopia.
They admire the Church, they are
attracted towards her—until they
see you, who also listened to the
self same dootrine, leave the church
on Sunday morning and promptly
forget all about your faith for the re-
maining eix days of the week.

They see you living perhaps in
mortal sin, committing sins of in-
temperance, of impurity, of blas-
phemy, ol enmity towsrds your
neighbor, They never ses you mak
ing any effort to avoid the o:cssions
of sin against which the priest is
constantly warnicg you,. They
know, too, of your sharp practices in
business, perhaps even of your steal
ing. They notice that the Catholie
workman is no different from any
other in his ideals and principles,
alwajs lonking for the most he can
get out of life at the expsnse of hie
employer and at the least trouble to
himself. They observe the Catholic
emplojer grinding the bodies and
gouls of his employees into dollars
and cents in order to inorease his
fortune,

Your non-Catholic friends see no
apparent difference befween those
who have not heard the wondertal
doctrine of the Catholic Church and
those who have heard it. And then
it is they recall the words of Holy
Soripture, "By their fruits you shall
know them.” They apply these words
to some of the Church’s children and
thereby arrive at a false oconclusion

They sny, Look at these Catholics ;
to hear their priests talk, one wounld
think that they had all that was
precious and useful in Christ’'s doe-
trine. They claim that their Church
ie the one true Church, Tkey claim
to have Christ alwayes present on
their altars ; and yet one needs but a
second glance to see that their lives
give the lie to their worde.

Unfortunately, those outside the
Church do not allow for the frailty
of humen nature when dealing with
things Catholie. Too often do they
judge the Church by the lives of bad
Catholice, the dead members of her
mystioal body. You, who have in
timate dealinge with our separated
brethren, should realize the heavy

man availeth much.’ Second, by the
force oi your united good example.
Our Lord eays, “Let your light so
shine before men, that they, seeing
your good works, may glorify your
Father Who is in heaven,”

You should pray as if all depended
on God and you should zealously
labor as if all depended on yoursel’.
What is needed to convert America
is not more grand churches reared
up in the name of Christ, but more
eloquent preachers to go forth and
repeat over and over again the life
story of Our Lord. Thesas are ex
ceedingly good for the spread of re-
ligion Bot what is supremely
needed in our day is more men to
live the life of Christ in this world of
ein.

Ask yourselves one question : Am
I living the life of Curist ? If you
caonot snswer ‘'Yes,” then study
Cobrist's lite, bring your own into
accordance with its principles, and
when you can stand before men and
say, I know that life by experience,
then go oat into the world of sin and
shame, of misery and of broken
hearts, ol weak and sinful men and
live—live that life of Christ.

Shall we succeed in making Am.
erica Catholic ? Yes, young men, it
you and I live the life of Christ
Jesus our Lord.—K. in the Mission-
ary.

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS

VIRGINIA'S VALENTINES

“No,"” repeated Sister Helen firmly,
“there will be no valentine box this
year."”

Poute and protests appeared on
every face in the eighth grade claes
room, except on one—that was Vir.
ginia's.

Virginia was the real reason for
Sister Helen's refueal. She was
afraid that no one would give a valen
tine to Virginia. The little girl had
been morose ever gince she had ccme
a8 a boarder to St. Mary's last
September, and had lived apart from
the other girle. In the study hall,
she was never known to ask a
neighbor where the leseon was ; in
the recreation room she eat alone,
and after night prayers she refired to
her pretty private room without a
word to anyone. Naturally she had
no friends.

Sister Helen thought the trouble
wad lonesomeness., And she had
been right at firet, But Heler had
recovered from that and wene suffer
ing from over-sensitivenass —while
the girle thought she believed she
was "‘too good’' to play with them,
poor Virginia was positive that every-
one in the echool disliked her.

When valentine boxes bad firet
been mentioned Virginia'a heart
sank. She was eure that ehe would
not even get a two for a cent kind.
And go, a8 ghe left the room to go for
her French lesson, shortly after
Sister Helen had made her announce-
men, there was & ghost of & smile on
her face.

But during her absence a storm of
protests were ragisiered at Sister
Helen's desk. Girls in black uni
forms swarmed avound
throne and teased and pleaded and
swiled anud frowned until distracted
Sieter Helen sent them all back to
their sents.

“I want to talk to you,” ¢he said,
“You know that the annual practice
for the eighth greds girle is charity,
Well, I don’t think it would be char
itable to have that box.”

Surprise caused horizontal lines on
every brow,

Sister's .

"Wheat i there sbould be one girl
wio recsived mnone? COan you
imaglne her feslings ? Think it that
one should be you!"”

‘Oh. but sister, there will
one like-"

But the protest on every vair of
lipe grew weak aud stopped, for it
came to the miod of every girl that
there was one to whom no valentines
were likely to come.

At last in the silence rose Joan
Greely, the best liked girl in the
class.

“But, Sister,” she said, “it you
would let us have a box, and let us
give to the girl—" she amended her
word—"the girls, who aren't likely
to get any, then we would be prac-
ticleing charity 8 —a—a—Ilot.”

“Yes, yes, don’t you see ?" oried
the girls to Sister Helen.

Sister Helen wae silent for a few
minutes thinking hard, and at last
she said :

"“Very well, under that condition
you may have it. But don't forget.”

Just then Virginia came back into
the room. Sister Helen thought she
would explain the girle' smiles to
her and said :

"We decided that we would have
the box after all, Virginia.”

If the girle had been inclined to
forget their intention to send a
valentine to “the girl who was not
likely to get any,” the sudden look of
appreciation that flashed across Vir
ginia's fece would have caused them
to fix their promise in their minds.

be no

Sister put her hand in the huge,
gayly flowered hat box and pulled
out a large emtoazesd white envelope.

“Mies Joan Greely,” she read.

All blughes Joan went down the
aisle a8 the girls tittered and flut.
tered with expectancy.

Virginia shrank back in her sead.
She had not dared send a card toany-
one for fesr that it might not be ac-
ceptable. Her face was almoet hid
denin a bock which she pretended
to be much interested in. Would
the end of the box ever bs reached ?

“Miss Virginia B ake.”

At first Virginia could not believe
her ears. She stopped reading.

“Here, Virginia.” Yes, there was
Sister Helen smiling and holding out
a small b xed valentine, Dazed
Virgin'a zose and took it. She
opened it on her return. It was a
dainty and expensive little trifls of
blue and pink. Who could have
sent it to her? Who cared that much
about her ? She must watch out for
this {riend of hers.

In the midst of her thrilled wonder-
ing she heard ber name called again,
Another unkonown friend? Virginia's
heart beat with gladness, This time
the valentine was a heart with hand
pa‘nted roses on it and a pretty little
verse in the centre,

Againandagain Virginia's name was
called. Soon her desk was heaped
higher than Joan's with the little
tokens of the day. One would never
have believed that the same girl was
sitting in Virginia's desk as the one
that kad been sadly waiting there
with her nose in the book for the
hour to be over, Virginia was shyly
smiling with bright color in her
cheeks.

Everyone was looking at her and
smiling in sympathy. She looked
like a very pretty and lovable girl
when she smiled.

Each one was resolving to know
her a little better,

And as for Virginia—her heart was
bubbling over with love and grati
tude. She would soon learn to be at
one with these delightful unknown
friends of hers.—Rae Dickerson, in
New World.

DENTAL OF THE

BIBLE

Recently before a ocrowded audi-
ence In 8t Cecelia’s Guild Hall,
Boston, the Rev, Waltar Dram, 8. J.,
protessor of Scripture in Woodstook
College, closed his interesting course
of five lectures on the Church and
the Bible, The subject of the last
lecture was the meaning of the Bible.
Father Drum showed how eimple is
Biblical interpretation to Catholics.

“To the Catholio,” said he, “the
Bible is the Word of God, and the
Church is the infallible interpreter
of that Word. Hence the Catholic is
not free to read into that book any
meaning he has a fancy for. The
meaning is one and only one ; it is at
times obscure, as is the meaning of
any book of centuries of existence.
The obscurity of this meaning is not
an obstacle to the Cathclic, He has
an infallible guide to tell him wha! is
that meaning whenever mattars of
taith or of morals are conocerned.
Not so the Protestant. He finds the
meaning of Aristotle, Zoroaster,
Plato and other human writers
cbscure. So, too,does he find it hard
to reash securely the meaning of the
Divine Book, for its Divine thought
is set in human word and phrase.
And that very obscurity is the reason
why tho meaning of the Bible is
among Protestants what you will,

“ This catch as catch-can way of
interpretation wes not always so.
Time was when a sell-constituted in-
fallible Luther, or infallible Calvin,
or infallible other so-called retormer
kept Protestants within some bounds
in their free-fling interpretation ot
Seriptura. Luther told his followers
not to mind the Catholics ; that he
was a more teoure leader of relig
ious thought than had all the fathers
of the Church been if put togather,

" Be minded no longer to give to
such asses other answer to their nge-
less chatler about the word alone
(foisted upon St. Paul in Ro. wviii,,
28) than again aud again to say,
‘Luther will bave it so, and says he
ie a greater doctor than all the
doctors of the whole of Popery.’

“No wonder Huxnack, Luthersn pro-
fessor o Courch kistory in the Uni.
versity ofl Berlin, speaks of ‘the oari-
ous logio in Luther's arguments, the
errors of bis exegesls and the un.
justifiableness and barbarity of his
polemios.’

“Luther’'s unbearable dogmatiem
was bad enough, Things are worse
in Protestant interpretation of the
Bible now, Teke one Lutheran
faculty of theology 88 an instance—
that of the University o! Marbarg.
Here Julicher teaches the young
studente for the Lutheran ministry
that all the supernatural elements of
the New Testament were involved in
the wild and fantastic mind of Paul;
the early Church was so gullible as
to swallow the whole of Paul's teach
fog ; what we now call Christianity
is, of a consequence, Paulinity and
not Chrietinnity at all, The work of
the Lutheran minister s to cut the
people looke from Paul and to bring
them back to Chriet., And what is
the Christ to Whom Julicher reads
into the New Testament ? Merely a
Man Who lived and said a few nice
things and was found by Paul to have
been a convenient peg on which to
hang religious ideas ol Hellenism.
And this Godlese, Christless, useless
form is called the Christ ot history.

“At the same time in the same
university, Jennsen tells the same
students fo throw over even the
Christ of history. That He was not
God, nor a wonderful Man, but mere-
ly an ordinary Man of the strest, is
the meaning read into the Bible by
Julicher, Jenneen goes farther and
eays that there never was an histori-
cal person pamed Jesus the Christ
The whole New |estament tstory is
merely a Babylonian yarn brought
over into Hebrew tradition and grad.
ually worked up into a pasatle
legend. And this sort of thing is the
natural and logical result of Luther's
revolt against an infallible inter
preter of a Book which will always
be obscure.”
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GOING TO JOHN

bl b
SHOWING THAT ONE TOUCH OF
NATURE MAKES ALL THE
WORLD KIN

" Going north, madam ?"

' No, ma'am.”’

" Going south, then ?”

“I don’t know, ma'am.”

“"Why, there are only two ways to
go.”

“I don’t know. I was never on
the cars. I'm walting for a train to
go to John,”

“John? There is no town called
John., Where is it ?"

" Oh, John is my son.
Kansas on a claim,"”

“I'm going right to Kansas myself.
You intend to vieit ?"”

‘"No ma'am.”

She said it with a sigh so heart.
burdened the stranger was touched.

" John sick ?”

“No.”

The evasive tone, the look of pain
in the furrowed face were noticed
by the stylish lady, as the gray head
bowed upon the toil-marked hand.
She waited to hear her story ; to help
her.

" Exouse me — John in trouble ?”

““No, no, I'm in trouble. Trouble
my old heart never thought to ses.”

" The train does not come for some
time. Here, rest your head upon my
cloak.”

“You are kind, If my own were
80 I shouldn't be in trouble tonight.

" What is your trouble ? Maybe I
can help you,”

‘“It'a hard to tell it to strangers,
but my o!d heart is too full to keep
it back. When I was left a widow
with three children, I thought it was
more than I could bear; but it wasn't
bad a8 this —"

The stranger waited till she recov-
ered her voice te go on,

“I had only the cottage and my
willing hande. Itoiled early and late
all the yeara till John could help ma.
Then we kept the girls at school,
John and me. They were married
not long ago. Married rich, as the
world goes. John sold the cottage,
sent me to the city to live with them,
and he went west to begin for him-
gelf. He snid we had provided for
the girls and they would provide for
me now —"'

The tears stood in the lines on her
cheeks, The ticket agent came out
sofsly, stirred the flre, sand went
back, After a paunee she continued:

“I went to Martha's— went with a
pain in my heart I rever falt betore.
I was willing to do anything so as
not to be a burden. But that wasn't
it. I found that they were ashamed
of my bent old body and withered
face ; ashamed of my rough, wrinkled
hands—made 8o toiling tor them—"

The tears came thick and fast now,
The stranger's hand rested caress-
ingly on the gray head.

‘At 1nst they told me I must live
at & boarding houee, and they'd keep
me there, I couldn't eay anything
back. My heart was too fall of pain,

He's out in

I wrote to Jobn what they were go- |
ng to do. He wrote right back a |
loog, kind levter, for me to come
right to him, 1 always had a home
while ke had a roof, he said, To
come right there and stay aes long ae
I lived, That his mother ghould
never go out to strangers, So I'm
going to John. He's got only his
rough haods and hie great werm
heart; but there's room for his old
mother—God blees him &

The stranger brushed a tear from
her fair cheek and awaited the con-
clagion.

“Some day when I'm gone where
I'll never trouble them sgain, Mary
and Martha will thiok otivall, Some
day when the hande that toiled for
them are folded and still ; when the
eyes that watched over them for
many & weary night are closed for
ever ; when the little old bedy, bent
with the burdens it bore for them is
put away where it can never shame
them—"

The agent drew his hand quickly
betore hie eyes, and went out as if to
look for a train. The stranger's jew-
eled fingers stroked the gray locks ;
while the tears of sorrow and the
tears of sympathy fell together, The
weary heart was unburdened,
Soothed by a touch of sympathy, the
troubled soulyielded tothe longing for
reet and ehe fell ngleep. The agent
went noieelesely about his duties,
that he might not wake her, As the
fair stravger watched she saw a
smile on the careworn face. The lips
moved. She bent down to besr.

‘I'm doing it for Mary and Martha,
They'll take oare of me sometime,"”

She was dreaming of the days in
the little cottage — of the fond hopes
that inspired her, long before ehe
learned, with a broken hears, that
some day she would turn homeless
in the world, to go to John,—Catholic
Columbian.

CATHOLIC MAYOR GOES
TO MASS IN STATE

The Mayor of Richmord, England,
is this year a Catholc, and he
recently attexded Mess in State on
the occation of the customary
church going following invesiitare.
The event was un'que in the annals
ol the local Catholic church, for, in
the past, each succeeding Mayor
attended eervice at the Anglican
churgh,

The new Mayor, Dr. Lewlis Gibson
Hunt, was very flim on the point of
the official vigeit. When his name
was put forward for the mayoralty
there was a local suggestion that he
sbould attend the Apglican church,
but he claimed the right to invite
his fellow councillors to accompany
him into his own church,

Dr, Hunt was brought upta non-
Catholic, and entered the Church
“by conviction.” His wite, the
daughter ol & West of England vicar,
is also aconvert,

Dr, Hunt is esteemed in Richmond
a8 & man of varied and wide knowl-
edge of humanity, with sipgle-mind-
edness and sincerity of conviction.
He was born in Nova Scotis, the son
of the superintendent of education
for that province, and studied at the
MoeGill University, Toronto, and at
Edinburg Unpiversity, At Edinburg
he was a dresser under Lord Lister,
the discoverer of the antiseptic
system of surgery. For thirty years
Dr, Hunt practised in Sheffield,
where he took considerable interest
in public affaire in general and
social prodlems in particular. He
was made Justice of the Peace at
Sheflield twenty five years ago. Re-
tiring from Sheffield for reasons of
health, he took wup residence a!
Richmond-on-Thames, where he was
elected to the Town Couneil in 1911,

The mayoral procession to church
was rendered the more imposing by
the presence of a large contingent of
the Richmond Company of the Vol.
unteer Training Corps, which sup
plied the guard of honor, both at the
Town Halland atthe church. Behind
the V. T. C. men were the five brigade,
members of the Town Council, Board
of Guardians, and other public
bodies.

The Bishop of Cliftor, Dr. Burton,
was the preacher, and his Lordship
at the close of bis address, congratu
lated Dr. Hant upon his new dignity.
He spoke, he said, as one who had
snown Dr. Huat for many years, and
it wae his duty and pleasure to wish
the new Mayor every happiness in
his office ; and he asured him of his
prayers. Dr. Burton, referring to the
many non Catholics in the congrega.
tion, added :

Although thers may be, as there is,
adgharp dividing line upon certain
points between us and them, we ara
anxious for their esteem and good
will, and we offer ours to them most
wholeheartedly. We want fo prove
to them, a8 in the past, that aldthough
we differ on thoee eesential points of
religion, yet in the relationships of
sooial and civil life we are one with
them and wish to be one with
them in working for the beneflt of
our town and of the country.—Sacred
Heart Review.

INFIDELITY UNFASHIONABLE

A Jewish rabbi, preaching in New
York, is reported to have remarked
that infldelity is no longer fashion.
able, and tbat religion hes come to
be regarded as "' an evidence of cul
ture and refinement,’ This is put.
ting relig'ous faith and observance
upon the lowest plane, bat in itself
the statement has enough truth to be
interesting. When we hear » man
proclaiming his infldelity we imme.
iately set him down as 'a person of
little knowledge and suaperfieial
thought. Hie assertion is iteelf a

ment, And those who observe the
influences that form charaoter need
not be told that a religious babit of
mind invar ably expresses iteelf in a
gentleness of manner, a reflnemant
of percept on and a delicacy of feel.
ing quite apart from the oircam-
stances of heredity or environment.

Mothing is more reflning than plety
ond few things are more eduoative,
not only to the heart, but to the mind,
thana habitualprayerfulness, When-
ever o.vil zation has made most rapid
progress it has been where it has been
most closely identfled with the infla.
euces of religion. — Cavholic Universe.
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