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Book Notes.

New Year’s brings with It many 
Jhcs and the younger ones will 
T looking forward for their annual "iLto. We Wish in a few para- 

to sug8«t eome recent booto 
which would make suitable and sea­
sonable gifts.

It was Francis Thompson who 
te. "Grief ia a matter of relati- 

■tr the sorrow should be estimated 
" iis proportion to the sorrower; a 

oh is as painful to one as an am- 
Station to another. Pour a pud- 
%. into o, thimble, or an Atlantic 

Etna: both thimble and moun- 
overflow. Adult fools! would 

“ttbc angels smile at our griefs, 
“ere not angels too wise to smile 
Tt them?” And that is the pre­
sent writer’s excuse for his love of 
fTirv stories and school tales, which 
«a be as true to life (if we only 
TOd aright) and as realistic as the 
most genuine piece of biography.

Wo have not for a long time read 
talc of school life with such plea- 

tare ,s "The Boys of St. Batt’s,” 
hv R. P. G-arrold ( Macdonald & 
Evans, price 2s 6d ). Full of 
erightly interest and able character 

painting, the tale has its setting at 
aCatholic College, which among 
other excellences boasted a Natural 
History Society, and a menagerie. 
The interest of the story depends 
on the fortunes of one of the in­
mates of this last—Pygmalion, a 
Belgian hare, whose proud posses­
sor Blessington, was leader of the 
m0;e select of the St. Bait's boys, 
self-styied the "Set.” In opposition 
(at first passive and in the end 
very active, to these was the
"gang’’ which (duoe McGinley) in 

eluded the less pretentious spirits 
of the school. The rivalry between 
these two parties led to serious 
consequences, in which the circum­
stances of the demise of Pygmalion 
were no small factor; there s an ex­
cellent fight, an exciting escapade 
and much boyish fun, which all leads 
up to a happy issue. Humor and 
pathos blend admirably and the
whole book leaves a regret for
one’s lost boyhood. We realize that 
education is not merely of booss 
and study; boys help to form and 
finish one another's character, and 
in every school we have our Bleo- 
^ingtons and. McGinlfcys.

A story to delight and teaoh both 
young and old/!

From the same publishers comas a 
volume of different interests-“Heroes 
-of the Faith” ( price 2s. ) by Dom 
Bede Camni, whose love of the Eng­
lish martyrs we need not here em­
phasize. His life-efforts seem di­
rected to making their stories wi­
der known, and his own sparkling 
enthusiasm glows on every page tftia't 
he has written. The present book 
consists of conferences given to the 
good nuns of Perpetual Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, whose con­
vent stands only a few yards ^rom 
the site of Tyburn Tree, and whose 
hourly prayer is for the conversion 
of England.
“Aid the land that smote you, now! 
Which feels the sentence amd the 

curse
Ye died if so ye might reverse.”

In six chapters we have eloquent 
studies of the sufferings and mar­
tyrdoms of the great Catholic he­
roes of the sixteenth and seven-* 
teenth centuries,—of the Seraph 
"Martyrs of Assisi, who followed in 
the footsteps of their founder and 
realized the meaning of perfect joy. 
Friars Rich and Risby, John Fo­
rest, Father Heath and Arthur 
Bell, to mention but a few. In the 
next chapter we aave a vivid des­
cription of the effects of the Refor­
mation on the people at large:

“When God was stolen from out 
man's mouth.

Stolen was the bread; then hunger 
and drouth

Went to and fro; began the wall 
Struck root the poor-house and the 

jail.”

Reading these pages, one sees- what 
dreadful misery and evil was brought 
upon the poor of England by the 
national apoetacy, and can cry w.th 
St. Paul of the Cross, “O England, 
England ! Let us pray for England. 
It is now fifty years since I have 
prayed constantly for her conver­
sion. Will* God one day bring her 
back to the Faith? Let ua pray 
and leave the rest to God.”

England indeed was in those days 
a Magdalen bewailing the loss of her 
Lord, but were there no angels to 
cheer her, to announce a gospel of 
Hope? There were - indeed, and 
these Angels of the Second Spring 
were the gallant sons of St. Igna­
tius, Alexander Bryant, Edmund 
Campion, Fathers Southwell and Ar- 
rowsmith, of “the purple dynasty, 
the anointed Kings of Tÿbum Tree,” 
the harbingers of approaching d&wti, 
the promise of the day! Then there 
are our heroines of the Faith also, 
weet Margaret CMtheroe, crushed 
to death at York, Margaret Ward 
and Anne Lyne, all three of whom 
suffered for having “received a Pro~ 
phet in the neàne of a prophet.”

Lastly, Dom Oamm tells us the
«tory of ArctiblKbop Phwfeet, Pri­
mate of Ireland, the last of the 
martyrs of Tyfcura. who "adminis­
tered confirmations to thousands \h 
the woods and mountains heedl 
of winds and rain. A great soul 

one of 
* Proud.*'

t

to a close the bright array of he­
roes of the faith, who here receiv­
ed their crowns. The enemies of 
the Church bad vainly hoped, by 
shedding their blood, to destroy the 
faith; but they forgot that the 
blood of martyrs is a fruitful seed,— 
that the sword of persecution can 
only prune the vine, and cause it to 
put forth new branches, and that 
the Church of God is indeed the mys­
tic field in which each grain cast 
into the earth buds forth remulti-

Our youth should be encouraged 
to know and love them, and learn 
the lessons of fortitude, persever­
ance and high resolve.

The recency of the beatification of 
Joan of Arc should be the occasion 
of increased interest on the port 
of Catholics, in the thrilling story 
of her life. Readers of the True 
Witness were presented earlier in 
the year with the main details of 
her career, and in these columns we 
have noticed one or two volumes on 
the subject. In the St. Nicholas' 
Scries (2s per vol. ), which we are 
never tired of praising, is a hand­
somely illustrated biography entitled* 
“Blessed Jeanne d’Arc,” by Mrs. 
Antony; then there is Mrs. Maxwell 
Scott’s dainty little brochure to 
which we referred some months ago, 
and Lady Amabel Kerr’s “Joan of 
Arc,” which had the advantage «of 
revision by Mr. Andrew Lang, is pub­
lished by the Catholic Truth Socie­
ty of London. Last but by no 
means least comes an attractive lit­
tle volume from Burns and Oates,— 
“Blessed Joan the Maid” ( price Is 
and 2s. 6d ) by Mgr. Stapylton 
Barnes, M.A., front!spieced with a 
reproduction of an early seventh 
century picture in the Hotel de 
ViHe at Rouen. The rev. writer 
shows a strong power of narrative, 
and presents the story in as in­
teresting a manner as wo have ever 
met with.

Those whose taste is for poetry of 
a high order, would do well to make 
acquaintance with the works of 
Francis Thompson ( 1859-1907 ). It 
has been prophesied that when he 
gets wider known, he will be read 
as much as any of the great poets, 
and with as deep an interest. Of 
the charms of his verse we have 
spoken at great length in the past; 
the wealth of his imagery is as­
tounding, and beauty of thought amd 

! expression, dazzling. Whilst alive, 
i he was ever advocating the reunion 
| of sanctity and song, the return of 
I poetry to the sheltering hearth of 
the Catholic Church. And that is 
the moaning of his poetry. The 
truths of Nature were to him sa­
crament and symbol of the great 
truths of our Catholic Faith..

Messrs. Bums and On tes have pub­
lished his works in a uniform edi- 

1 tion, tastefully bound in green cloth 
and printed on high class paper. 
They are as follows»: “Poems” (5s 
net), “Sister Rones” (5s net). 
“New Poems”! (6s. net), “Shelley” 
(Is. 6d) and “Selected Poems: 
with ai biographical note by Wilfred 
Meynell” (5s net). The last vol­
ume will perhaps commend itself to 
most, as being a florilège of his 
poetry, and having a portrait, and 
foreword on the interesting life of 
the poet.

The conventional Christmas card, 
we are told, is slowly but surely dis­
appearing to be substituted by some­
thing which, while conveying greet­
ings and compliment of the season, 
is likely to be of a more permanent 
val-ue. ’ Christmas booklets should* 
be the order of the future; the age 
of tinsel, cheap color and cheaper 
rhymes is passing. We have to 
hand a charming little book prettily 
bound and printed, called “A Christ­
mas Sheaf,” being an, anthology of 
verses appropriate to the season. In 
90 pages ( only costing 3d ) we have 
selections from poets of varied abi­
lity—Crashaw, Herrick, Southwell, 
Christina Rosetti, Aubrey de Vere, 
Kegan Paul, G. K. Chesterton, Fr. 
Tabb, May Probyn and Emily Hick­
ey. There are included translations 
from the Greek, Latin, French and 
German, besides two or three beau­
tiful old carols. Bishop Amherst's 
translation from an old Greek poem 
—“I am a Babe, Fear Not,” is par­
ticularly fine.

We cannot refrain from quoting Fr 
Tabb, who has already won a wide 
reputation for his pretty little 
verses, delicately chiselled cherry­
stones—

“A little boy of Heavenly birth
But far from home to-day,

Comes down to find his ball, the 
earth,

That sin has cast away.
O comrades let us one and all 

join in to get Him back His ball.”

The Catholic Truth Society, Lon­
don, are the publishers.

A. B. PURDIE.
All books reviewed in this column 

may be procured at Milloy’s Book 
Store, 241 St. Catherine street,
West.

THE FIRST UHItlsTHlAS.
Wn71,ZC,read °'e~he s^ry

°£ **? f-rst Christmas morn.
Mben Christ the King of Glory,

A little Child was born,
Do we not often wonder how Nature 

hailed the Child,
When entering to his temporal* realm 

the King, yet Be/bo most mild!

Do we wander if the stormy w'ind 
His storms of Life foretold,

His brutal death upon the Cross, 
Which gained for us the fold.

Do wo wonder in the rain did fall, 
as did his tears for such 

So many who ne’er th nk of him, 
who did for them so much?

Maybe that when the God did oome 
The fields were white with snow, 

Immaculate like the Queen of Hoav-

Mother of all below 
Or perhaps, when the sweetest Mary 

Mother of God—our Queen 
Into the world did give the Child, 

the earth was bright and green.

Perhaps the fields were covered 
With flowers of color gay,

Fair prophets sweetly telling 
Our night was turned to day. 

However was the weather, Gur God 
did surely come

And gave us through his Sacred 
Heart, a life beyond the tomb.

Then, enter with the Shepherds, 
Upon this Christmas mom,

And with the Wise Men from afar, 
Praise, Christ, the God,—New'-

And praise his Gentle Mother, who 
for out sake doth give,

Her Infant Son unto this -world, 
that we through Him* may live.

A. A. Gt.
December 20, 1909.

CHRISTMAS TREASURES.

I count my treasurer o’er -with care: 
The little toy that baby knew,
A little sock of faded hue,

A little lock of golden hair.

Long years ago this Christmas time 
My little one, my all to me,
Sat robed in white upon my knee, 

And heard the merry Christmas 
chime.

“Tell me, my little golden-head,
If Santa Claus should come to-

What shall he bring my baby 
bright,

What treasure for my boy?” I said.

And then he named the little toy, 
While in his honest, mournful eyes 
There came a look of sweet surprise 

That spoke his quiet, trustful joy.

And a» he lisped his evening prayer, 
He asked the boon with childish

Then. toddling to the chimney-

Hc hung his little stocking there.

That night, as the lengthening sha­
dows crept,

I saw the White-winged angels 
come

With heavenly music to our home, 
And kiss my darling as he slept.

They must have heard *the baby 
prayer,

For in the morn, with smiling 
face,

He toddjed to the chimney-place, 
And found the little treasure there.

They came again one Christmas Tide 
Theft angel host so fain and white, 
And, singing all the Christmas 

night,
They lu-ned my darling from my side.

A little sock, a little toy,
A little lock of goldefc hair,
The Christmas music on the a»ii‘.

A watching for my baby boy.

But if again that angel train 
And goldlen head come back to me 
To bear me to eternity,

My watching will not be in vain.
—Eugene Field.

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER.

Mary Mother, be good to him;
Be kind to him that day—

'Twill bê the only Christmas time 
That he has been away!

I promised him a world of toys 
If he would only stay—

Sure, heaven’s full of little boys 
That sing and laugh and play.

But you would know the smile of 
'him

Among a thousand more;
His smile will make all else seem 

dim
When you coll him “Asthore.”

Sure, you will know him by his 
eyes,

That are so sweet and blue,
And deep and clear and very wise— 

They road the heart or yon.
His hair is golden a» the sun;

His curls they are so quaint 
They mind you of the halo on 

An angel or a saint.

I promised him a splendid tree,
With candles, *11 aglow.

Oh, Mary Mother, you can see 
'Twas me that loved him so.

And surely, surely you will see 
My boy so sweet and slim—

His eyes are hungering for note 
As my eyes are for him.

Mary Mother, be good to him;
Be kind to Mm thaft day.
•Twill be the only Chrtntina* «me 
That be has been 
W. D. ,N.
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The Infant
Saviour’s Crib.

It Is Still Preserved In a Church In 

Rome.

The Basilica of St. Mary Major, 
at Rome, is one of the most cele­
brated shrines in the world. It is 
most-renowned because of tho mira­
cle of the snow, which is annually 
commemorated on the day of the 
founding of the Basilica by a ponti­
fical high mass in Borghesc Chapel, 
"hen at the offertory showers of 
snowy rose leaves are scattered 
from the dome on the marble floor 
beneath, until this is covered with 
a fragrant summer snowfall, pure 
and spotless as tho miraculous snow 
by whose means Our Lady vouch­
safed to designate the sit^ for her 
church on thalt burning August day 
of A. 1). 352,' and thus the Basilica 
came by its beautiful title of “Our 
Lady of the Snow."

In after times this church was ad­
ded to and improved, and it was en­
tirely rebuilt in the fifth century by 
Pope ’Sixtus 111 in commemoration 
of the Council of Ephesus. Century 
after century various Pontiffs have 
enriched the grand basillica with
stupendous works of art ; for all 
that fairest in art was brought to 
Our Lady’s feet, but it was left! 
to the age of the “Renaissance” to 
place tho costliest gems of decora­
tion in its crown in the shape of 
1 he two splendid chapels, the “Bor- 
ghose,” and the “Sistine,” which 
rise in . stately beauty on either side 
of the apse.

Again, even the people who are 
not much given to churchgoing at 
other times turn out at Santa Ma­
ria Maggiorc ; and all through 
Christmas afternoon the stately ba­
silica re-echoes to the glad strains 
of music and the steady hum and 
ceaseless movement of a great 
crowd, coming and going. passing 
and re passing, look! fig at the church 
and listening to the vesper music ; 
but one and all pausing to say a 
few prayers in the quiet chapel of 
the -Blessed Sncraoncbt, where in­
closed by the iron gates from tho 
throng outside the Prisoner of Love 
is with us truly in His royal state. 
It is one of the most characteristic 
and thoroughly cosmopolitan crowds 
in Rome, that in Santa Ma.ria. Mag- 
giore on Christmas Bay, and nil 
classas of society arc represented, 
rich nnd poor, gentle and simple, 
prince and peasant, side by side; 
stengers from a fa r-off lands, near 
country people in Roman costume ; 
priests and prelates, friars nnd sol­
diers—literally “all sorta, and condi­
tions of men.” and our native land 
is represented in the throng.

Inside, the church has the form of 
a true basilica, in its most pure and 
severe forms of architectural beauty, 
and the sensation of perfect harmony 
is the one which strikes the eye 
mofft on entering it ; a marvelous 
thing .a-s one realizes its proportions 
as the largest Church of our Lady 
in «the World. It, certainly has not 
such glowing, triumphant beauty, 
such floods of light and such splen­
dor of sparkling marbles as the Ba­
silicas of 8U. Peter, St. John Late- 
ran and St. Paul Outside the Walls, 
but it possesses a solemnly rich 
magnificence of its own, amd the 
fait-h nnd glories of the past seem to 
linger in those solemn precincts, 
where the grand mosaics of the walls 
testify to the great antiquity of the 
shrine. By reason of the light it 
is a good thing to visit Santa Ma­
ria Maggiorc on Christmas Day, for 
the sombre gloom of its aisles is 
relieved by candles and electricity

Here is preserved the groat relic 
of Bethlehem, the crib or manger of 
our Infant Saviour; this is why tho 
good Romans Hock in crowds to Pay 
their devotions to the hallowed 
shrine which speaks to them so elo- 
ouently of the Divine Infant, for 
nearer to Bethlehem they can not 
lie than kneeling beside the wood of 
the manger which gave its rough 
shelter to the tender body of the 
Son of God in the pitiless cold of 
that first Christmas midnight. 
Touchingly beautiful is the associa­
tion. that in the largest church in 
the world, dedicated to our Blessed 
Mother, the relics of the crib of her 
Divine Child should be preserved : 
and our hearts turn with loving de­
votion to the spot where Mother 
and Son are alike honored in that 
bne.iitiful human tie wh.ch hinds 
the Pflhr of Bethlehem so near to 
our poor nature.

The churth is situated in one of 
the W Chest parts of Home, In a 
fine "niazra.” or sQuaPe, with a 
beautiful column before it, crowned 
h-- ,n exon!Rite statue of the Slewed 
Vlrcln. which seems to be watching 
oser the city and the basilica no 
specially dedicated to her honor.

Geo. W. Reed & Co.
Limited.
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MILBURN’S
LAXA-LIVER

PILLS
Stimulate the Sluggish Liver,
Clean the coated tongue, sweeten the 
breath, clear away all waste and poison­
ous material from the system in Nniuiv s 
easy manner, and prevent as well i«s cure 
Constipation, Sick Headache, Biliousness, 
Heartburn, Catarrh of the Stomach, Sour 
Stomach, Water Brash, and all ‘troubles 
arising from a disordered state of the 
Stomach, Liver or Bowels.

+ 4 4 + Mr». J. C. West’ erg,
Swan Hiver,Man., write. : 

Suffered + —“ 1 suffered f-»r years,

tfor Years. more than tongue tun 
+ tell, from liver trouble. 

+ ++++ I tried several kinds cl 
medicine, but could get 

no relief until I got Milburn’s Laxa-Liver 
Fills. I cannot praise them too highly 
for what they have done for me,”

Price 25 cents a vial, or 5 for $1.00, at 
all dealers, or mailed direct on receipt of

Çriee. by The T. Milburn Co., Limited,
oronto. Ont.

Let the children drink 
all they want. Health­
ful, nutritious, delight­
ful.
Absolutely pure. That 
rich chocolate flavor. 
Very economical.
The Cowan Co. Limited, 

Toronto. 86
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Government for Security of C K)1!
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228 Board of Trade, 30 SC John St.
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Chas. A. Byrne, John Maclean,

88 Notre Dame St. W. 88 Notre Dame 8t. W. 
Tel. Main 1539. Tel. Main i$i§

FRENCH DEPARTMENT

N. BOYER, GUO. H. THIBAULT,
88 Notre Dame St W. True Witness Bid’s- 
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I Chive’s Preparations
Are The Best.

Specialties in Guaranteed 
French Trusses.

For Asthma and Catarrh.—It is
one of tho ch!ef recommendations
of Dr. Thomas1’ Eclectric Oil that it 
can be used internally with afl much 
success as it can outwardly. Suf­
ferers from asthma and catarrh will 
find that the Oil/ when used accord­
ing to directions will give immedi­
ate relief. Many sufferers from 
these ailments have four.d relief in 
the oil and have given testimonials.

Corns cause much suffering. hut 
Holloway'. Com Cure oMers a 

amd satisfactory relief.

Three Million Copies 
Of This Almanac.

Keep a Diary in One of Them for 
$260.00 in Gold.

Three million copies of Dr. A. W. 
Chase’s Calendar Almanac for 1410 
are now being sent out through Ca­
nada and the United States. The 
editor’s aim has always been to 
make of this book a useful, instruc­
tive home companion. This year 
with enormous ôxpense, they have 
realized their ideal amd compiled the 
most remarkable book of its kind 
ever published.

A. W. Chose, the respected old 
physician, is perhaps better known 
as the famous receipt book author, 
in which he condensed for the bene­
fit of humanity a life study of the 
human system, wis most successful 
prescriptions are pcriormmg won­
derful cures and are in such constant 
and great demand that The Dr. A. 
W.Chase Medicine Company have 
their hands full to meet it. These 
remedies have stood the test of 
over fifty years and are still tri­
umphantly marching over the heads 
of all imitations and substitutes, 
proving •themselves absolutely alone 
on the highest pinnacle of success.

The diary contest for $200 in gold 
is again a feature in this issue of 
thealmanac. In past years thou­
sands <of the doctor is followers ha/ve 
availed themeel/ves of this golden 
opportunity. By so doing they have 
kept an accurate record of thçir daily 
life, which is invaluable to them. 
In fact they requit the return of 
same.

If you do not receive a copy of 
this almanac, the publisher®, Edmon­
son, Bates A Co., Toronto. will 
mail you one post-paid on receipt of 
your m

For colds use ^ 
Cliive’s ciufh syrup

In use for Twenty Years with 
the Best Results.

ADDRESS :

Cur. SI. Timomee and trail Sis.
Montreal, P.Q.

PHONE MAIN 1464,

J. E. CARREAU LTD.
Successor to C. B. Lanctot.

Importers of Ohurch Ornaments, Bronze* 
and Altar Wines,

Manufacturers of Banners, Flags, Linens.
Way of the Gross and Statues. 

Specialty; Church Decorations, Wutfrmt 
Hangings and Religious Articles for 

Pilgrimages end Missions.

14 i i6N#ire Buee street West
MONTREAL.

Blood Was Bad.
From impure blood comes Pimple», 

Boils, Ulcers, Tumors, Abscesses, Fester­
ing Sores, Hashes, Constipation, Head­
aches, etc.

Get pure blood and keep it pure by 
removing every trace of impure morbie 
matter from the system by using

BURDOCK BLOOD BITTERS.

Mrs. Fred. Biggs, Kingston, Out., 
writes:—“ I was completely run d/>" a, 
my Wood was out of order, ami l used to

r- »o weak I would be compelled t*> stay 
bed for weeks at a time. 1 could not 
eat, was pale and thin; every one thought 
I was going into consumption. 1 trail 

everything and different doctors until a 
friend advised me to use Burdock Blood 
Bitten. I did not have one boi 1 U> 
used when my appetite began to imprm e 
I used six bottles. I gained ten pound» 
is two weeks. When I began to take it

Will toll every sufferer of your wonderful 

For sale by all deepen.


