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fluences.  On holding a new-laid egg to the light
1t will be seen that the air-space in the large enc
IS very small,

Fig. 1. As the age continues, the air-space en
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{1 . Growing and Fattening Chickens.

We have on hand about 230 chickens, and

X would like to make an experiment with them. We
have built a nice clean ren which will accommo-

date about 40 or 50 chicks at a time We would

iike to have from you advice as to thé proper
feeding, in order to bring these chickens to a
marketable age as quickly and economically as
possible. Of course, the ones we start with are

the oldest of the lot, and are quite a size now.

You can piobably size them up when I state that
they are just trving to do a little crowing. About
how heavy do they want to be in order to be in

the best shape for market Would it pay us to

dress them or sell live weight ? They are a

pretty fair lot, and are mostly Plymouth Rocks.
C. G. 1.

Ans.—The hLest thing to do with 250 chicks of
various ages is to give them a good run, with
plenty of feed for the next two months, at least.
The season has passed for broilers, and the roaster
| season does not usually open up until September,
} unless there should be a local demand. such as
{1l fromm summer visitors, ete. If you can give the

| chicks the run of a cornfield, root crop. or even
an orchard, and put some hoppers with mixed
grains where the chicks can get them at will, you
= | will find that there is very little trouble in rais-
ing these chicks, and they will grow like weeds
Give them what water, or, better. milk theyv re-
quire ‘T'hen, when the oldest chicks weight from
3} to 4 pounds, put. them in crates and feed them
for several weeks on a mash composed of oatmeal,
barley meal, corn meal, or a mixture of the three,
or, in fact, any mixture which you may have
| available. Mix these with sour milk or bhutter-
f milk. them two feeds a day, and you will

find, at the end of several wee's. vour chicks are
I fleshed up. and are in prime condition for eating
If you have no experience in killing apd plucking .
it may be as well to sell alive Firms will pan
a better price for crate fed chickens than for the
€8 [ | other kind, and it pavs the farmer better to fat

e ten his chicks, bwecause the last pound costs  the
o s least Any kind of a crate will answer to fatten
s o these chickens. though it wili be found more con
Syid renient to baild o number of feeding crates. These
, | are usually built six feet long, bv twenty inches
| high and sixteen inches deen They hold twelve
R 5 { birds Several of these crates are a good inyest
N = ! ment, and will give hetter results than

=N pens or vards In the meantime, if the
< | are troublesome. it would he as well to
& | pullets awayv This. however. cannot
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of them imperfect.
ning. ) o

I'he proper rule to follow in thinning apples
1s to do it in such a way that no two apples will

Hence the importance thin-

- Hens Eating Eggs—Treatment
i for wuice.

= L. Can you tell me il there is no other way to

) . ‘ac or when fully rown. This ‘i
larges, and the Volk becomes visible, as in Fig. 2 cure hens of eating their ?gg‘s b ; I\Iulmi; Ih;‘(l: 2 ::‘:\‘1} (;r;‘(lnhv();?;(: z:llmlltl sllt)(:l(igl)q‘al‘, zmdl i\l““l}lxl'l,
s rshelled and apnornial SR Sheuid apver :H A, SU;‘*‘RQ;II{‘C lol: ht;[ilc 11::’\411’?‘§ltl;:)lu~n pose each apple fully to the sunlight, and obviate
be shipped. Is there any way of Killing hen lice b < = i -t injuries ich so frequently take place
i Though some markets may call for several 1 the water or food. £ ‘\]" = giilz)?,l.l':i)(T,:(]?;qu'cl;nt:::]t(ﬁf l\\'Oe(:I])pl(‘S“_ tllx; I‘Lt::‘
! grades of eggs, as a general rule there is no nec- Ans.—1. If egg-eating is a confirmed habl‘t‘ it ning “0(, all imperfect and diseased specimens are
s essity for many grades. What the best trade de- is difticult to cause the fowls to desist . Some r,.”“)'\pd "and these thinnings should npot pe
mands is freshness, grading, uniformity in packing, poultrymen have prepared nests with sloping bot- thrown 'on the ground, but collected and de.
and regularity in supply. toms, down which the eggs gently roll l"““,““ stroyed by scalding or deep burying. to insure the
For ordinary purposes, two grades of eggs will reach oi the hen. Some have filled egg-shells with ;IeﬂlArU(‘l'i‘;" kof whatever pests may be on them. Ij
be found sufficient to satisiy the demands made on mustard, and pasted them shut. Others have -11; orchardists followed this rule, the market
the producer, viz., new-laid selects and No. 1. recon.mended clipping an eighth of an inch off the ‘\\uuld llv\e-r.lno glutted, and a good (but not ex-
; Another grade of common stock may for a time be end of the bill. Perhaps the easiest and best way cessive) crop (i"frnit \‘\nul(l be. secured annually
1 marketed, but they must not be sold under the s to provide dark nests. The writer cured a \u‘--\th'r wermitting, instead of biennially. .
i brand of the Association flock of the habit last winter by this simple o ‘l vlm l»rm‘(imnw‘ - hat I preach. and am sacrific-
: New-laid Selects.—To consist of strictly new-  pedient. The hens scemed to prefer the seclusion ine :‘z:'n‘if of v Bnhm—\unr‘s crop. 1 am working
laid eggs, not over 5 days old, weighing not less of darn nests, anyway, and no trouble was there- “]g“w- expectation that the trees will, owing to
; than 24 ounces to the dozen : clean : of uniform after experienced with egg-eating. Rith a flock this tr.x;{tllxi(>nt give me a heav \"rrup' next year,
Stze and color; packed in substantial, neat cases, badly addicted to the habit, and not receiving a \\h;*n the m&“'\, ‘“””.hm\d\ that have 0\9”,“,,]“(\9(,
ha\ing clean fillers. fair supply of lime and meat food, it might not this season will he t;nl\lhq a rest. with the usﬁnl
No. 1.—To consist of new-laid e 2s. not over he so easilv checked. PR b v ‘ . A i *
five days old, weighing not less thnng‘ll ounces to 2. ‘The following method, suggested by an ex- ;”'[(,“l a short crojp. W. J. L. HAMILTON
the dozen ; clean, packed in substantial and neat pert of the United States Department of Agricul- - ) —
: cases. with clean fillers ture, has proved excellent in ridding houses of
Note. —Common eggs, not covered by the fore- mites and lice, when the weather conditions are Thinning App]es.

such as to permit of the birds being kept outside

the house for five or six hours. Close all the The iollowing is the experience of W. H. French
doors and windows zlmli see that there are no Oshawa, on this somewhat new phase of orchard
cracks or any other openings to admit air. Get practice.

an iron vesscl, and set it on gravel or sand near
the center of the house; place in the vessel a
handful of shavings or straw saturated with kero-
sene, and on these sprinkle sulphur at the rate of
about one pound to every ninety or one hundred

Three years™ experience leads me 1o believe that
thinnigg is fully as important and profitable as
either good fertilizing, working or spraying of
the orchard. Judicious pruning will help, but
can never take the place of thinning.

square feet of floor space Instead of using the Why do we thin ? In the first place, to secure
shavings and kerosene, the sulphur can be satu- larger, more uniform and better—colored apples
rated with wood alcohol When everything else In the second place, thinning <ncourages annual
1s in readiness, light the material and hastily bearing The tree does not have its vitality
leave the house. In case any anxiety 1is felt Jlowered by avercronping, from which it takes years
about tire, a glance throuch 3 window will show to recover. In fact, I am satisfied that I lost
if evervthing is all right. There is very little ten prime Baldwin trees during the very cold
danger of fire when proper precautions have been winter we had a few years ago, by letting them
taken to have plenty of soil beneath the vessel. overbear the previous season The fertility of
Allow the house to remain closed for three or four the orchard is not wasted in growing culls. Scien-
hours, at the end of which time one can safely  tists tell us that the bulk of the tree’s energy is
conclude that there are no living beings inside expended in the development of the seeds and

Now throw all the doors and windows wide open,
S0 as to drive out the sulbhur fumes thoroughly,
and then the fowls mayv be allowed to enter. Let
then: in one by one, and as each one enters, catch

core, the pulp being nearly all moisture and a
littie humus. We may also add the time saved
by not having to pick, sort and draw a quantity
of inferior fruit in the rush of the season

it and dust it well with insect powder, which will In 1907 I thinned a lot oi 40 Spies, six of
destroy the lice on the bhirds Tobacco dust is which were exceptionally heavily laden Two of
also good to use, instead of insect powder The  these I left unthinned ; fromm

two I removed two-
thirds of the crop. Remaining trees were well filled,
and I took off one-third of the crop From ob-
servation, 1 conclude that 1o take off one-third is

birds and house have now been freed from vermin
for tne present, but the eggs of the insects have
not been destroved, and in another week another

swarm will be hatched out. Therefore, it will be not sufhcient on my light land On heavy land
necessary to repeat the operation once or twice it is probably sufficient when trees are heavily
before the pests are exterminated. \fter this loaded, one-half is hetter. To remove two-thirds

care should he used to see that no strange fowl of the crop,

there is g danger of having fruit over-

s admitted to the house or vard without having grown and coarse.
been thoroughly rid of the lice, for one lousv hen On the two unthinned trees, at picking time,
will contaminate all the rest not more than 20 per cent. would pass as No. 1
——— not over half of the remainder were even good
No. 2 quality Where two-thirds were removed.
GARDEN s ORCHARD. 95 per cent. would grade \o 1 On account of

the desperate weather conditions which prevailed
at picking time, these

were not sorted separately:

Apple Thinning in British Columbia

but even after thev had been badly frozen, the lot
It is not so much the production of a given Sorted about 70 per cent. No 1
weight of fruit that exhausts the trees as it is the 7 In 1908 T had a good object lesson in a block
strain of producing a large number of seeds By ©F twenty Baldwins These were so high that I
thinning. we reduce the number of these seeds,  Neglected thinning them Two of these trees were
witheut reducing the weicht of fruit produced. ‘ery lull At picking time. the apples on these
since those leit will grow larger, and Le of het trees were fully one third culls, and not over 20
ter quality per cent. would pass as No | Other trees close
The best commercial size of apples. and conse heside gave over 70 per cent. No 1, and only cost
quently the best selling size of frait, will co from one-half the work [ am fuilv convinced that
ahout 96 to 128 apples to the measured hushel four hours’ work on those tWwo heavily-laden trees
the regulation hox. properlyv packed If. however would have vielded e $3.00

apiece more money
those allowed me by the

\ssociation

trees are These erades of fruit are

Oshawyg

allowed to ripen all thev <et in a sea
son live the present . the apples will he stunted by
overproduction, and will bhe off-color. and

Fruit-growers’
It costs ahout

man\ : ten cents to remove a barrel of
appies from a tree in summer Ficuring on the
hasis ol the apples gathered in the fall, it should
not cost more than five cents per barrel to thor
oughly thin a heavil Iaden archard To illustrate
my point, a tree has, san three harrels of apples
on it We remove one barrel in the summer
Fhat will add five cents to the cost of producing
the tawo remaining barrels
IT the tree woere <o heavily jaden. we tonk  off
4 ittie more than one-third. or if we went over
I Iwice, so as to do the heot work. the remain
Mo rart will imerense i sive to the extent that
’;\-l conts will fully cover the cost
By removing one half 1, fruit in the suwmmer
We reduce the wark in the fall one-third When
Weoconsider the increased coct of help at picking
e, that alone  wil Pav the cost of thinning
\\'Y,h ne-third of the worl done. we are npnot com
Pelied ta <tart gy th, fall hefore the fruit is thor
ouet ] MTie t he same time we find the
thinaed  fruit d  and is ready to he
peeed sooner than it o horwice would have heen
1 h e NV SVSt ‘h.eh will enable us to let
the Trnt remain on 1y 'rees nintil it has  fulls
ma 4] | S of I'e 1 onr Ni¢
I'hi 1t var I~o hinning worked to a
— :‘Yrv a )[\ ;1‘;11:;‘;, ,1\| ‘1] i oiine Northern . \;‘
‘ SAthered 120 barrls of No. 1 fruit. 3
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