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THE FARMFR'S ADVOCATED HOME MAGAZINEning Live Stock Husbandry and the Dominion 
Experimental Farm Staff.

We understand that some proposals have been 
made for extending the work of the Dominion Ex
perimental Farm staff, among the number being 
the establishment of a Bee Department. Now, we 
offer no objection to anything that may legitimate
ly further the interests of so commendable a farm 
industry as bee-keeping. Let that be understood at 
the outset. Reviewing, in the Farmer’s Advocate 
for Sept. 16th, the annual report of the Dominion 
Experimental Farms for the past year, 
struck with the conspicuous absence of attention of 
sheep husbandry, an industry for which, we believe, 
there is a great future in Canada, with its wide 
range of climate, foods, and soils, suggesting variety 
in breeds, management, etc. We took occasion also 
to express the view that live stock husbandry 
might deservedly receive increased attention in 
view of its pre-eminent importance as an. industry 
lying at the very foundation of, and inseparably 
connected with, the whole structure of successful 
Canadian farming. If bee-keeping is entitled to a 
specialist at the Central Experimental Farm, sure
ly there should be ample scope for one (the best 
available would be none too good) possessing ade
quate knowledge and practical capabilities in the 
many-sided domain of animal husbandry. It will 
hardly be assumed that all the problems of breeding, 
economic feeding, general management, etc., have 
been disposed of beyond the need of further atten
tion. These observations imply no reflection upon 
the eminent specialists occupying various depart
ments there now, but simply call attention to a 
need which, we believe, is pretty generally recog
nized by the foremost agriculturists and breeders of 
the Dominion. Prof. Robertson, for instance, has 
been nominally Agriculturist, but his growing 
duties as Dairy Commissioner, to which will soon 
be added a dressed meat trade, have largely 
absorbed his time and thought, so that but little 
attention, comparatively, could be given to live 
stock experimental work. In fact, we believe he 
has recognized this himself.

It is also proposed, we notice, by the new Minis, 
ter of Agriculture that the Central Farm staff 
should render more service in the way of attending 
meetings of farmers, which would naturally afford 
many opportunities for the head of a live stock 
department thoroughly posted in regard to pure 
breeds, general management, etc.

No one would suggest running the Central or 
branch farms as breeding establishments pure and 
simple, to come in competition with private enter
prise ; but stock is a necessary part of the equip
ment of the Experimental Farm system, and should 
be of the best from an educational standpoint. 
Additional animals, if required, can at any time be 
purchased for experimental purposes.

The commanding and useful position attained by 
the Wisconsin Agricultural Experiment Station 
stands in evidence as to the importance of specially 
recognizing this department in manning such an 
institution.

If any addition to or rearrangement of the staff 
and its duties is to be made, we submit that the 
considerations outlined above are entitled to 
weight, nor should the opportunity thus presented 
be allowed to slip.

Whatever method of schooling is resorted to, 
whether it be a judicious alteration in the weight 
of the shoes, or exercising in deep-straw yards, or 
over bales, must, of course, be left to the discretion 
of the responsible person. It will have often been 
noticed that front action is more easily developed 
than back action, as quite a large proportion omit 
to tuck their hocks under them. This is a serious
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fault in any breed, for it must be obvious that pro
pelling power of the hocks must materially afreet 
the fire and dash of a horse, to say nothing of the 
smoothness and regularity of his action. AU 
should be good movers behind, from the draught 
animal, that has to shift heavy loads, to the Hack
ney, who presents but a sorry appearance when he 
proceeds around a ring, all go in front, but trailing 
his hind legs as though he were ashamed of moving 
them so badly.

For a business road horse it should not be for
gotten that a high, flashy action not only tires 
the horse, but wastes time, and, except for park or 
show purposes, is not so popular as the lower-going 
trotting-bred animal. In the case of roadsters, 
however, when speed is not always so important 
a factor in the selection of an animal as is style, it 
is, of course, most necessary that a winner should 
know the way to bend his knees ; but there is a 
right and wrong way of carrying out this move
ment. A horse that picks up his feet until his 
knees are almost to his bridle, and then smashes 
them down again about a foot in front of the spot 
from which he took them, may be all very well in 
his way, but he is not a likely animal for good 
judges to fall in love with. This is the sort of horse 
that disgusts the trotting fraternity with the 
modern Hackney. The long, sloping-shouldered 
animal that gets away and straightens his knees, to 
say nothing of his pasterns, in the momentary 
poise that takes place when the fore leg is perfectly 
extended, and then puts his foot squarely on the 
ground, possesses the sort of foreaction that should 
be inculcated, if possible, upon the minds of the 
colt or filly; and it is this class of horse that is 
generally the biggest goer behind. Consequently, 
it may be suggested that all owners of horses would 
be acting wisely if they insist upon a proper amount 
of attention being paid to the schooling of all 
young horses, especially when they are being fitted 
for the market or show ring.

horses
John Weld, Manager.
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COWTEFTS. The Fat Stock Show at Quelph, Ont. !
CATTLE.

The Provincial Fat Stock and Dairy Show for 
1895, held at Guelph, Dec. 10 to 12, ,was a decided 
success, and was generally admitted to have been 
the greatest show of the kind ever held in Canada. 
This is certainly true of the show of sheep especi
ally, and probably of swine as well. Of the exhibit 
of fat cattle it may safely be said that it was of a 
high order of merit generally. There may have 
been in former years better single specimens shown 
than the best or this year, but taking it all ’round, 
in all the classes, we believe this was the 
best of the series. What strikes the careful ob
server in comparing these shows with those of some 
ten years ago is the absence of the old and over

own steers and cows which used to be seen, and 
e presence of young, fresh, smooth animals, 
Awing uniformity or type and early maturity. 

Thetnanagere of the show nave wisely discouraged 
the feeding of steers over three years old by giving 
prizes only for such as are under that age, ana 
breeders have learned well the lesson that greater 
profit comes from feeding young animals, aim from 
breeding a class of cattle that will respond to 
generous treatment by reaching a state of finish at 
two to two and a-halr years old, which best suits 
the demands of the markets.

There were in all the classes about 65 entries, a 
substantial increase in numbers as compared with 
former years. The principal exhibitors were James 
Rennie, Wick ; Jas. Oke & Sons, Alvins ton ; H. D. 
Smith, Compton, Que.; T Russell, Exeter; A. A. 
Armstrong, Fergus; JohnBolton, Armstrong’s Mills; 
Wm. Dredge & Son, Nassagaweya ; Executors of 
late Mr. Stone, D. McCrae, jas. Bowman, Guelph ; 
W. J. Rudd, Eden Mills ; J. R. Caldwell, Fergus ; 
Duncan Stewart, Everton ; Peter Bathgate, Era- 
mosa ; Jas. Riddoch, Everton.

Shorthorns and their grades were, as usual, 
largely in the majority, but it was gratifying to’flnd 
the other beef breeds out in increased numbers,"and 
the Herefords shown by Mr. Smith, of Compton, the 
Galloways exhibited by Mr. McRae, the Polled 
Angus by Mr. Bowman, and the Devons by Mr. 
Rudd, were excellent specimens of the breeds they 
represent, and added very much to the interest of 
the show. We welcome Mr. Smith to the West, 
and hope to see him again here with representa
tives of his choice herd.

Mr. Oke’s eleven head of Shorthorns and grades 
were one of the strongest exhibits, and were a credit 
to breeder and feeder. This gentleman has been one 
of the mainstays of our fat stock shows for 
several years past and has now as large a share as 
any other. His string is always a good one, and 
would be very much missed if he should fail to 
respond to the annual call of this show.

Mr. Rennie has been another constant friend of 
the show, and has done his part well in maintain
ing the high character of tbe exhibits, 
tnbution, both

îat it 
8, to 
con- 

inter 
mvey 
inter 
using 
>n of 
elves 
ad in 

the 
our 

thout 
;rain. 
nd 15 
feed- 
in—a 
ce of 
quite

Editorial :—
1—Illustration. 2—New Y ear’s on the Farm ; The Success 

of Ensilage ; The Season's Greetings and an Important Matter ; 
Lessons Learned in Experimental Work.
Stock :—

3—The Queen’s Shorthorn, Frederica ; The Portfolio of 
Agriculture : An Appreciative Letter; Our Scottish Letter. 
4—A New Year's Greeting from England ; Sheep Breeders 
Congratulated; Preserve the Advocate ; The Economical Use 
of Grain in Fattening Cattle ; “ Blue-Grays "—A New Breed 
Suggested. 5—Takes First Place ; Live Stock Husbandry and 
the Dominion Experimental Farm Staff ; Action a Necessary 
Quality ; The Fat-Stock Show at Guelph, Ont.
Farm:—

8—Remarkable Testimony in Favor of Ensilage, Based on 
14 Years’ Experience ; Doe-i not Favor Ensilage Alone ; Fed 
Ensilage for Five Years; A Cement Concrete Silo. 9— 
Practical Points Gleaned at Farmers’ Institutes in Eastern 
Ontario. 10—The Use of the Root Pulper Approved.
The Helping Hand :—

10—P. O. Address Wanted ; A Corn Binder ; A Handy 
Farm Vcgetable Garden ; A Hydraulic Ram.
Dairy

10— More Light Yet Needed on the Apportioning of heese 
Factory Dividends. 11—With the Travelling Dairy in ritish 
Columbia ; A Great Convention ; A World-Wide Butter Com
petition.
Poultry:—

11— Feeding for Winter Eggs.
Garden and Orchard :—

12— Fruit Growers in Session.
Questions and Answers:—

12— Veterinary. 13—Miscellaneous.
Live Stock Markets :—

13— Toronto Markets ; Chatty Stock Letter from Chicago ; 
Montreal Markets' ; Buffalo Markets.
Family Circle:—11.
Children’s Corner :—Id.
The Quiet Hour :—16.
Uncle Tom’s Department :—16.
Stock Gossip:—21, 22, 23.
Notices :—17, 21.
Book Table :—21.
Advertisements:—17 to 21.

■

si
re of 
Tain, 
owed 
f the 
îould 
! con-
YN.

£d. 
re, in 
3upe- 
very 
hem. 
tinct 
ricul- 
do a 
idea 

i bull 
»way 
oula 
same 
mate 
d be 
; one 
■med 
1 in ; 
or as 
any 
soon 
rs of

Action a Necessary Quality.
At the present more than at any time in the 

past, action in a horseAis most eagerly sought. 
While this is more particularly true m the case of 
light harness stock, there is no doubt that the ques
tion of action plays an important part in estimating 
the worth of all other sorts. However handsome a 
horse may be, if he is a bad mover he may expect 
no favor from a judge or a buyer who knows his 
business.

The action of a horse is either natural or arti
ficial, or a little of both, the last, perhaps, being 
most commonly the case. This is so for the simple 
reason that however fine a mover a young horse 
may be, his method of moving his limbs can usually 
be considerably improved by schooling ; whilst, on 
the other hand, even tbe môçt handsome of horses, 
if he has no action to commence with, is scarcely 
worth taking a great deal of trouble over, for 
seldom, if ever, does such an animal imbibe a 
faculty for properly using his legs. Says the Eng
lish Live Stock Journal on this jpoint : “ What 
action is there is capable of being improved upon; 
but what does not exist is extremely hara to 
create.” Regarding the question of action from 
another point of view, it is notorious that contri
butory negligence on the part of an owner, or 
groom, may speedily and effectually reduce this 
virtue to a minimum A long journey or two, fol
lowed by a period of idleness, and succeeded again 
by a spell of hard work, will soon effect a degenera
tion in the action of the finest goer, and, conse
quently, it is incumbent upon those who have the 
charge of high-movers to see that their charges are 
not neglected in the matter of necessary and con
stant schooling.
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Thu Farmer’s Advocate :
Sir,—Please find enclosed my subscription up to 

December, 1896. Please excuse me for having neg
lected this matter before. Your paper is far ahead 
of any American paper which I have ever seen, and 
f wish you every success in the coming year.

llis con-
last year and this; was such as any 

man might well he proud to own. He got so near 
the top last year in the grand sweepstakes 
contest that many good judges thought he ought 
to have been placed there, and this year his beauti
ful grade heifer, “Susie,” not only won tiret prize

Yours truly, H. O. Fitzgerald.
Lincoln, Dec. 28th, 1895.it.”
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