
THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

POULTRY.
January 22, 1920

Founded 1866
oats by more than 35 cents per bushel. Registered and 
other select stocks true to variety may be higher in 
price. /

ain, clover, corn and 
. Muir’s Case. It is a 
and while every farm 

lover seed, every farm 
and most of them wilt 
roperly fed to the right 
at remunerative prices, 
is when fed to 
i a considerable value

somewhat absent-minded air of a book-worm professor, 
to be confronted by a quiet, unassuming, though wide-

The Dominion Seed Branch provides a system of ~ ' - --------- fw?^j’ yoan£ . m t*le outdoors evidently, who
grading and inspection, so that shippers in either Western Aérimlfrlirti in Mam Vzx«-U looked as though he might have lately come up from the
Canada or the Maritime Provinces may make delivery ^gmuiture m IX6W YOtk Mate. farm to leant something at the University.
of seed inspection certificates with their bills of lading Continued. . When he understood the purpose for which the

3 a‘Lgv' * t-
Stïï" ,abieCt 10 the de,iVCry °' S“d in=pecti0n certif- !srefor New York State, oje of the edi„“^d there ïtekilS feîSlZ’

Seei Co—ion,,. C,„. H. Cua.k. CVS,!

surh'tr ^CinS-by tbC C°- °J °f the bl” and kg8, and other and also skeletons of two male birds, one of a poor type 
mflnVpJjJ thln,Vn m.,sduFmiar» 80 as to determine how and the other representing the kind most desired. In 

*"y tP th y have la|d m the season so far, and how life, the undesirable bird, though smaller and lighter-
They can do it,” said he, boned, had been better ’ fleshed and weighed almost

mmn’tinp ” "Suf, / do^n- eithei; Pfst or before exactly the same as the other. But it was in the con-
moulting Half a dozen? was asked inquiringly, formation of the skeleton where the important difference

Ye8’ T’! with emphasis, “not lay- The much greater depth of body in the better
ithi^ ei.th,er way- . And nQw that that method bird, as shown in the distance at the front between 

has been elaborated to a nicety, and hearing that Dr. the boite of the back and the breastbone, or keel bone,
was pointed out, and also, what was possibly as im­
portant, how this distance rather increased than dim- 
ished towards the hinder part of the body. In the 
other skeleton not only was the depth of body at the 
front much less, but the keel bone curved upward 
quite distinctly and was also decidedly shorter in com­
parison with the bone of the back. Depth of body, with 
good length, the depth increasing rather than dimishing 
towards the rear, is the most important indication of the 
desirable laying strain.

Joined with this thejre must be, of course, vigor of 
constitution and a healthy appearance. Another point 
of importance is that the skin should be thin and soft, 
not thick, hard and leathery, as is the case with some 
fowls.

, . A bright eye, as
everyone knows, is a fine feature in man or beast. - 
But in judging the laying tendency the shape of the 
eye-opening is of some importance. It should be oval, 
not merely round like the eyeball, and the eye should 
be set towards the end of the opening farthest from 
the beak, not forward as if inclined to squint.
.... The first P°int, depth of body, is the important one.
With practice this can be determined fairly well by 
measuring with the hands, gripping the bird with the 
thumbs on the back and the fingers below, but for 
exactness calipers must be used.

It was only natural that the talk should not be 
limited to the male sex in fowls and turn at times to the 
marks of good laying hens. On saying that the best 
hen in our flock at home was the one that always followed 
closest to the heels when hoeing. Dr. Kent remarked ™
“there is no more infallible mark of a good laying hen 
than that. A rustler, and yet quiet in her movements.”
He said that he had done a good deal of photographing 
hens of the different types, and while it was easy to get 
a picture of a good layer, he had found it extremely 
difficult to do so with one of the poor-laying specimens.
Their movements were so restless and aimless that it 
was hard to catch them standing still.

On the remark being made that a large comb was a 
pretty sure sign of a good-laying hen, Dr. Kent demurred.
Some of the best performers, he said, hid rather small 
c»mbs. Of course, said he, none of those with tiny 
little combs such as some fowls have are desirable.
No, a large comb is an indication not so much of a good 
layer as that the hen will lay^large eggs. The probable 
reason that it is taken as a sign of a specially good layer 
is in the fact that when a hen is laying her comb is for 
the time enlarged, and the accompanying conditions 
when eggs are being produced is mistaken for the evidence 
of continued laying propensity. Thinking back to our 
best hen, whose comb is specially large, we remembered 
that her eggs were by far the largest of any of the flock. '}
But this thcught comes to mind: Is not “much egg” 
about the same thing as many eggs? Certainly it is, 
except when sold by the dozen. T. B.
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Our Literary Society.
Editor “The Farmer’s Advocate”:

The year before the war started our school organized 
a literary society, which was a success in every way for 
one winter. I will explain as best I can how we managed.

Early in November, when the fall work was pretty 
well over, a few of the more energetic characters met 
at the schoolhouse one night and elected a president, 
vice-president, secretary-treasurer and several com­
mittees. Each committee was composed of three 
members, and had full control of the work to which 
they were assigned. One committee saw that the 
room was warm, clean and lighted; another 
sponsible for the program each night, etc.

Once each month we had a debate on Some popular 
subject, usually two members were for the affirmative 
and two for the negative. We were governed by the 
ordinary rules of debate, each side being given a certain 
number of minutes to present his or her arguments, and 
a second space in which to refute the arguments of the 
opponents was allowed the leader on each side. Our 
greatest difficulty was to procure competent judges, 
an inexperienced judge would be swayed more by the 
side of the subject which appealed most to him than 
by the arguments of the debaters. On one occasion 
the judge granted the decision in favor of “Money," 
when the debate was "Brains versus Money,” although 
the side in favor of “Brains” had snowed their op­
ponents under, and the audience made it known in 
uncertain terms that they disagreed with the judge.

Besides the debate, we had music, singing, recita­
tions, and our club paper,—“Brushwood Browsings,”— 
which usually contained some local hits, or personal 
items of an amusing or pleasant nature, 
scarcely imagine the interest both old and young took 
in the meetings, and everyone helped the other fellow 
to prepare his debate.

Some of our meetings were as good as entertain­
ments gotten up for special purposes, and the only 
fee was an occasional silver collection which more than 
paid for lighting and heating, and a final washing of 
the school floor when spring came.

Our Literary Society certainly helped us pass a 
very pleasant and profitable winter, and I know of no 
better way to maintain harmony and provide enter­
tainment in a farming community than by organizing 
a literary society.

Russell Co., Ontario.
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A Sample of Good Breeding.
Six near dams averaged 230 eggs.
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Timely Suggestions.

Editor “The Farmer’s Advocate”:
I noticed in the January 8 issue of “The Farmer’s \ -y**™™*

Advocate," in the “Automobiles and Farm Machinery” "
department, where a reader is having considerable ‘ . _______________
trouble with his gasoline engine, for which you gave a •
number of causue. I have an engine which has acted pUSSHHhIF
in a very similar wav, but is running perfectly since 1 ' mW Following the article on the harvesting of ice for
found the cause. Since the spark plug is firing good summer use, which appeared in a recent number of
and strong, as he suggests, I think the trouble must be ......... _ m -, tit ~ n “The Farmer’s Advocate”, the following hints on the
with too much spark, or it is not getting it in the right J storage of ice, forwarded to us from the Dairy and Cold
place, hirst examine your heavy wire running to your ------ > V - » n Storage Branch of the Department of Agriculture, at
spark plug and see if there is any breakage in the cover- z ' j»- * I Ottawa, should be instructive. We believe that less
ing which will touch steel, or at least let the wire touch "1rl ■■*..... . wastage is likely to occur if two feet of sawdust and
it. If that is not the trouble, examine all the wires. possibly three feet of hay are put on top of the ice.
Examine your batteries and see if they don’t test below A Good Female Breeder instead of the one foot of sawdust and two of hay
ten amperes. If this is not the trouble, then examine ci a ion * suggested below.,-o„, spark coil ,„d seed i, i, giving, dull buzz,™5 “ %he «.rag, of ,! «„ block. .1 i„ for ,um„,r „„ i,
ol a quick sharp buzz Irk, a be. Do not get too sharp , very ,impie matter where the Ice i. readily available,
a uzz, or oo s rong as his will burn out all the bat- Kent has been studying up the rooster question as well Any unoccupied corner of a shed will serve for the
tenes you can put m ,t. Probably the two points of the we would like you to find out from him what he h purpose. A rough board enclosure 10 feet square and
buzzer have become pounded round instead of flat and discovered on that side of the subject,—that is as 8 feet high will hold enough ice to provide 60 pounds per
ma c ing proper y you have too strong a spark it features in the cock bird which indicate the type th day for 130 days, after allowing for a reasonable amount
will cause the gasoline to evaporate m large, black will transmit the laying tendency to his offspring ” of wastage. The smaller the quantity stored, the larger
clouds and ,f you go to close it off it wdl bang some- Arriving at his office in Cornell one aftermL we is the proportion of waste.
heavy ^vire’ ^"drawlLe^Jrk to* nf ^ f?u?d1 him .a^en.t’ but ‘nc]uiry over the phone by his “The bottom of the enclosure should be covered with
cnèine it will run very unsteadily as thomrhThp y°Ur clei"k located lum m the chicken houses, and arrangements about 1 foot of sawdust. If the soil underneath is
were not working m^riv Keen vo^r lîmïp fbZm°r.? 7*™- ^ ,f°r a"u IIlt<œrviewl about two hours later. impervious clay it will be all the better if there is a few
up in good coodbton^nd do not ron it tro last L fa« C.pL nt'i '“'‘.'h "[.TT' “"df[ «" P“““S '• th=

foJr anTrinre g" for Tn^rly f student than a professor, quietly walked in and said should be left between the ice and the boards to be
hadonV .L^b,rJvm,nZ “ 1 7™ “Y^were wanting to see me?" “We wished to speak filled with sawdust, and the ice should be covered with

are foHnwed 1 th ,f suggestions with Dr. Kent, we said He smilingly said “I’m the about the same thickness. It is the sawdust which
are followed I am sure the trouble can be located. man, I guess. It was rather astounding, after having keeps the ice from melting. The drier the sawudst is

J. Berry. pictured a man at least middle-aged with a self-absorbed,
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CANADA’S YOUNG FARMERS AND 
FUTURE LEADERS.

AUTOMOBILES. FARM MACHINERY 
AND FARM MOTORS.
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