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Correspondence
Dear Sir. — A correspondent in the 

Issue of Jan. 15, calls attention to his 
kick of faith in the Literary and De­
bating Society, and outlines a scheme 
for its amalgamation with or absorp­
tion i.. a society controlled by the 
Union. He evidently feds regret for 
whait has been lamented by all vVho ai<* 
really Interested in the matter, the fact 
that science and medical students do 
not generally avail themselves of the 
privileges of the present society. But 
in his commendable zeal for better 
things, he somevVhat blackens things 
as they are, and commits himself to 
several gross errors In matters of fact,
eg: —

"its (l.e.. the present society's) meet­
ings are attended only by Students In 
Arts and Law and it never occurs to a 
student of the two larger faculties to 
attend the meetings."

Whereas there has been a growing 
attendance and membership of Science 
men, two members of the present exe­
cutive belong to that faculty, and a 
Science student has recently represent­
ed his year in an interyear debate. 
Whether it is true Chat there has been 
‘‘nothing in the meetings to invite a 
general attention" will depend on what 
sort of objects general attention inclines 
to bestow Itself on. Our aims are mo­
dest. We do not present moving pic­
tures or discuss French fiction or Ger­
man transcendentalism. We seek ra ther 
to learn by effort and example some­
thing of Che difficult art of public 
speaking. We exchange with our fel­
low students sudh ideas as we have on 
the political, sv rlal and economic ques­
tions of the times. We listen to the 
brilliant addresses of distinguished 
professors about matters literary or 
educational. If any gentleman Is of so 
lofty a spirit as to find no intellectual 
comradeship with us, the Literary So­
ciety will strive on in its little work 
without the inspiration of his support.

Several of the suggestions offered by 
your correspondent simply advocate

vVhat has already been adopted. Parlia­
mentary procedure Is followed if not 
rigidly, as far as practicable. Decision 
is by division of the house, except In 
the case of i niter y ear debates, when the 
n'Ct'hod would be absurd.

The unfounded Charges of the com­
munication are, however, somewhat 
a'toned for in the breadth of view 
shown by the writer In his scheme of 
reconstruction, which, while it over­
looks financial and other difficulties 
involved. Is nevertheless worth due 
consideration. It Is one of several sug­
gestions that have been under discus­
sion in the executives of both organiza­
tions for some time past. While as yet 
plans are immature there is reason to 
hope that Changes will result that will 
be to the advantage of both. The de­
fects of our constitution are obvious; 
so I think arc those of the scheme pro­
posed by your correspondent. Perhaps 
we shall not arrive at any absolutely 
faultless system. After all, enterprise 
and enthusiasm will do more than any 
constitutional changes to multiply the 
active membership of the Society.

Your readers will doubtless soon 
learn the nature of the changes that 
may be recommended. Meanwhile let 
us make the most of the "Lit." as it is.

I am, sir.

Yours truly,
JOHN T. McNEILL.

MONTREAL, Jan. 24th, 1909.

To the Editor of The Martlet:
Dear Sir.—ft is the Intention of the 

executive to call the annual general 
meeting of the Rugby Football Club 
Carly next week.

The exact date will be fixed at an 
executive meeting and duly advertised 

We. therefore, with your permission, 
take this opportunity to ask all read­
ers of The Martlet to look out for the


