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sensitiveness about our own character argues a
state of soul little occupied with Christ.  If our
care be His glory, He will in due time vindicate
us.,  And what is not cleared up now will be in
that day (1 Cor. iv.). And I do admire the grace
of Christ in the apostle, which could make him
turn all the aspersions cast on his own character
to establish the faithfulness of God (2 Cor. i.); and
thus turn the thoughts of the Corinthians away
from himself to a better object.

Thirdly, ** When I kept silence, my bones waxed

old, through my roaring all the day long ; for day

and night Thy hand was heavy upon me; my
moisture is turned into the drought of summer.”
Where can a guilty conscience find relief? The
very effort at concealment only aggravates the
burthen.  How many broken hearts are there, and
how many heavy spirits, who dare not tell their
sorrow to another. How many who have found
bitter disappointments in everything, and in them-
selves also, who are ignorant of the real cause,
because theyv are ignorant of their real condition as
lost, and think their own case peculiar. They
know not that God has thought upon their case
and considered it ; and provided the remedy. They
think not of telling their case to God any more
than to their fellows. God, they think, would
spurn them for their unworthiness, and man ridi-
cule them for their singularity, ‘T'hey keep their
case to themselves, They keep silence, although
it be only to aggravate the raging fever within, by




