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A\« to the general question of the taxation of the
fire companies, if they were given any exclusive
privileges in return for the taxes imposed upon them
by the municipal and other authorities, there might
be ~omething to be said in favor of their taxation.

Put they are not.

On the contrary, the companics

are steadily refused protection against the unfair
competition of unlicensed concerns who are allow
to secure business in Canada at cut rates without

paying a cent in taxes, and without doing anything
by investment of capital or in other ways to help

build up the country and its cities.

The whole posi
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tion, in this respect, from the point of view of the

fire underwriter who is doing an above-board busi
ness is highly unsatisfactory at the present time.

It is an interesting fact that those who are most

eat their cake and have it too.
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anxiotts to put taxes upon the imsurance companies
are frequently also the foremost with the complaint

that insurance rates are “too high!" They want to

THE FEBRUARY BANK STATEMENT.
The lumber industry always has a certain effect

upon the showing of the Canadian banks at this time

Statement of the Chartered Banks of Canade.
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