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which were cut up, all the suitable pieces 
being fastened together in the frames 
by means of tapes and skewers. It is 
surprising what good combs may be ob­
tained in this way if the work is care­
fully and skilfully done. Then, again, 
pieces of such combs may be used to ad­
vantage in replacing patches of drone 
comb in one’s hroiid combs. As Mr. 
Doolittle says in “Gleanings” every inch 
of worker comb is valuable.

INCREASING COLONIES

There is a very decided upward ten­
dency in the price of bees and at the 
present moment it is a problem with 
many bee-keepers as to whether it would 
not be better to make increase from 
their own colonies than to pay the en­
hanced prices and at the same time incur 
the risk of importing disease. The fol­
lowing very excellent method of making 
increase described in Gleanings by Doo­
little will commend itself to many :— 
“When the colonies begin to grow strung 
in brood and bees, and before they con­
tract the swarming fever, take two frames 
of emerging brood from any strong col­
ony, or one frame from each of two col­
onies, putting them in an empty liice. to­
gether with two frames partly filled with 
honey, having the two frames of broud be­
tween the frames of honey, and putting a 
dummy next to the comb on the vacant 
side of the hive. Before putting them in 
the empty hive, all bees should he shaken 
and brushed off in front of the hives 
iront which they were taken, so that no 
ijueen will be taken from he: colony, 
lie space left vacant by thus taking 
these combs out is filled with frames of 
romb, if possible ; if not, w ith fiâmes of 
comb foundation. Now select another 
oi the stronger colonies. Put a queen- 
excluder on it temporarily, and place oil 
it the hive already prepared, having 
the two tombs of emerging brood, which 
should be allowed to remain two or three 
hours, during which time the young bees 
will come up from below in sufficient 
numbers to care for the combs and brood.

After this the hive should be placed 
on the stand it is to occupy. Queens 
should have been previously reared or 
purchased for these colonies, so that the 
laying queens1 can be given them at dusk 
that night. A ripe queen cell will ans­
wer; but a week more time is lost where 
such cells are given. These colonies can 
now be built up in any way desired. 1

find that, if they are made a little in ad­
vance of the swarming season, as soon 
as the queen begins laying such colonies 
will build from two to four nice tombs 
of the worker size of cells, if frames hav­
ing starters are given them. But it is 
usually best to use frames filled with 
foundation. I have made colonies in 
this way with perfect success, clear up 
to the time of the blooming of buck­
wheat. ’There is no need of natural 
swarming for increase when we can 
make as many colonies as we desire in so 
easy a way. But such plans as these are 
made possible only through the advent of 
the queen excluding nretal.”

POLLINATION OF HARDY FRUITS

The Journal of the Royal Horticul­
tural Society for March contains the 
results of investigations carried out in 
order to see (1) how far ordinary fruit 
flowers will set fruit without visits of 
bees and other insects to the blossoms; 
(2) to what extent fruit will be set by 
(lowers pollinated with their own pol­
len; and (3) whether fruit blossoms, 
when pollinated with pollen from an­
other variety, will set fruit more plen­
tifully or of higher quality than when 
fertilized with their own pollen. In 
order to prevent entrance of insects or 
of pollen blown by wind, muslin or 
paper bags were used to enclose the 
(lowers. The results obtained are sum­
marized ill the Journal of the Board of 
Agriculture (England) as follows:

Gooseberries, Red and White Currants 
—When insects were excluded, practi­
cally no fruit was formed. They proved, 
however, all self-fertile, i.e., they set 
fruit perfectly when pollinated with 
pollen of the same flower or variety, 
but the pollen is sticky and cannot be 
transferred from the anthers to the 
stigma without mechanical means, such 
as is provided by visits of bees, etc.

Cherries—Not a single fruit set when 
insects were excluded. Attempts to fer­
tilize flowers with their own pollen re­
sulted in the formation of fruit in many 
cases, but except in the Morello, none


