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REFORMING INEBRIATES,

The reformation of inebriates is a diffi-
cult work, The drink habit seems fo
have the double etieet of developing an
abnormal eraving and weakening the will
pewer that is essential to any voluntary
resistance of temptation to indulge that
craving.

The cases in - which  drunkenness 14
permanently cured are very few, and
the longer that reformatory efforts are
postvoned, the more hopeless is the situa-
tien,

The ordinary methods of dealing with
the offence of drunkenness are more like-
Iy to intensify the evil than to remedy it.
In his intervals of sobriety, the inebriate
is tormented not merely with physical
desire, nervous irritability and suffering,
but with mental humiliation and remorse.
e recognizes the means of temporary
relief from his distress in what he knows
is the canse of it, but his enfeebled power
of resistance fails to prevent him  from
further indulgence,

Our police methods place him under a
temporary restraint that tends to raise
the physieal eraving to a maximum, and
adds to the sense of disgrace.

ear of the obloquy of arrest and pub-
licity may have a deterrent effect on
men inclined to give way to appetite, but
when the offence has heen committed the
usual alternative penalty of a fine or im-
prisonment never does any good to any
offender.

There is a general agreement among
those who have studied the matter that
this evil ought to be dealt with hy
methods based upon common sense and
scientific facts, There ought to be medi-
cal treatment, effort to develop industry
and self-respect, and in necessary cases,
physieal restraint for a period long enough
to permit of effective results,

The evil is so extensive, and so serious
in its consequences to many others be-
sides the offender, that indifference to-
wards it is strange, and effort to deal
with it ought to command encourage-
ment and support.

The Ontario Society for the Refor-
mation of Inebriates is not an organiza-
tion simply for the study of conditions,
but is a practieal movement for the
mitigation of evils, Its objects and
methods deserve a support which they
have not received, For the purpose of
waking this work hetter known, says
Pioneer, we have pleasure in reprinting
an address delivered by the President,
Professor G. M, Wrong, M. A., last
year at the Eighth Canadian Conference
of Charities and Correction, as it was
reported in the procexdings of that m-
teresting meeting. It is as follows:

What the Ontario Society for the Re-
formation of Inebriates Stands
for.

1. It stands for the reformation, not
for the punishment of inchriates, and
the principle upon which it bases its
hope of reformation is that, linked with
the appeal to the drunkard’s conscience,
there should be the effort to remove phy-
sical canses which promote drunkenness.
The best medical opinion of the day
pronounces inebriety a dis We can
treat it effectively only when we recog-
nize its real nature,

2. The Society stands for the cou-
demnation of present prevalent methods,
In the city of Toronto, in 1904, 7,140
persons, 905 of them women, were ~harg-
ol with drunkenness, a startiimg increase
by the way of 1,724 upon the, previons
year,  What did we do with them?
Speaking roughly, we discharged them, or
fined them, or sent them to gaol.  Yet
wany of these people were drunk as the
result of a physical disease, and to send
them to gaol or to fine them was as gen-
sible as it would e to fine or imprison
a man because he had the smallpox.

Sending some of them to gaol would not
be so bad if we kept them there long
enough to let nature do the work of
purifying their systems. Bat we send
them down over and over again on short
terms; the experience encourages moral
laxity: in some ecases the family is thus
deprived of its wage-earner, and all this
suffering is accompanied hy no eonsola-
tion that good has been done for the
man. Fallen in his own and others' es-
teem, he is turned ont against the temp-
tation before Time, the great healer, can
do her work for him.

3. The Society stands for the reor-
gonization of our wmethods on the basis

of common sense and of present day
knowledge,
(@) If a man is a drunkard and

known as such, he should be sent to
prison for a long, not for a short, term,
and chould be treated medically as a
‘person  dideased—of course, moral and
epiritual influences should not he over
leoked.,

(b) Tmprisonment is not necessary for
a man who is not a confirmed drunkard.
It is necessary that the gravity of his
offence should be impressed upon him,
and that he should be encouraged and
helped to do better. But instead of go-
ing to gaol (a) he should he let out on
probation on condition that he submits
to medical treatment: (h) he should not
only be treated medically; (¢) he should
have daily supervision and encouragement
to do better. If he fails to respond o
this treatment and offends again a long
r'('rior]. in confinement with proper treat-
ment is necessary,

These ideals are not in the clonds.
They are being realized in other coun-
tries, and now too in Canada. Pro-
fessor Wrong here read a long and in-
teresting letter from Recorder Weir, of
Montreal, outlining his use of these meth-
cds in the court over which he presides.
A beginning on similar lines is being
made in  Toronto, Police  Magistrate
Denison  has promised his co-operation.
After long effort, within the last few
days, arrangements have been made by
which a limited number of innebriates,
instead of being kept in gaol, will be
treated at one of our hospitals, This is
a good beginnind.  But more must come.
We desire (1) that police magistrates
may be given power to make the inchriate
submit to medical treatment in lien of
imprisonment. (2) Hospitaks Jor wards
in hospitals are necessary for this suf-
fering class. At present few hospitals
will receive them. (3 The inebriate
requires constant oversight from bhoth a
physician and a probation officer charged
with the daily oversight of his conduct.

All this means the expenditure of
money.  Governments  and  individuals
must alike be asked for help. But a
beginning has been made, and it is no'
unlikely that twenty-five years from now
men  will look ha upon the former
methods of treating inebriety in much
the same way as we look upon the form-
er bleeding by a surgeon as cure-all for
diseasc,

The June number of the Fortnightly,
(Leonard  Scott Publication (o,, New
York), opens with an article on The Edu-
cation Question, by the Right Rev, the
Lord Bishop of Ripon. Then we have
two articles on Russia—Russia at the
'arting of the Ways, by Prof, 'anl Vin
ogradoff, and The VFirst Russian Parlia-
ment, by Dr. Angelo 8. Rappoport.
“Ouida™ has an excellent article on Rich-
ard Burton, and Mrs, John Lane writes
in her bright and amusing way on The
Minor Crimes,

One of the greatest comforu that we
have as we approach the River of Death
in that Jesus Christ is there waiting for
us.  We shall not go alone into the
water, ' 48 |

.

ROOSEVELT AND THE MUCK.
RAKE.

The May number of Current Titcra
ture (34 West 26th St., New York) gives
an important place to eriticism of Roose
velt’'s “Muck-rake speech.” The Presi
dent was earcful to distinguish between
those writers who are indiseriminate in
their assults upon the character of publie
men and those who remember that an
attack even upon an evil man is of use
only when free from hysterical exagger-
ation and absolutely true. “Expose the
crime and hunt down the criminal) he
said, “but remember that even in the case
of crime if it is attacked in sensational,
lurid and untruthful fashion, it may do
more damage {o the public mind than
the erime itsclf” Worse even than hy-
storical excitement is “a sodden acquies-
cence in evil.” and the present unrest
is therefore an encouraging sign; but if
it is to result in permanent good, the
emotion must be translated into action
that is marked by honesty, sanity and
sclf-restraint,  “There is mightily little
good in a mere spasm of reform. The
reform that counts is that which comes
throngh steadv. continuous growth. Vio-
lTent emotionalism leads to exhaustion.”
The work of reform is not merely a long
uphill pull,  “There is almost as much
of breeching work as of collar work: to
denend only on traces means that there
will soon be a runaway and an upset.”
Moreover, “The Eighth Commandment
reads, “Thou shalt not steal” Tt does not
read. “Thon shalt not steal from the poor
man. Tt reads simply and plainly,
‘Thou shalt not steal.” No good whatever
will come from that warped and mock
morality which denounces the misdeeds
of men of wealth and forgets the mis-
deeds practised at their expense: which
denounces brihery, but blinds itself to
blackmail; which foams with rage if a
corporation secures favor by improper
methods and merely leers with hideous
mirth if the corporation is itself wrong-
ed. The only public servant who can be
trusted honestly to protect the rights of
the public against the misdeed of a cor-
poration is that public man who will
iust as gurely protect the corporation it-
s Af from wrongful aggression. If a pub-
lic man is willing to yield to popular
clamor and do wrong to the men of
wealth or to rich corporations, it way
be set down ns certain that if the op-
portunity comes he will secretly and
furtively do wrong to the public in the
interest of a corportaiun.” Throughout
the address the President evinced fear
of an injurions reaction in the publie
mind, and he went so far as to point
out one case in which injury has already
been done to the public service. “One
serions difficulty,” he said,” encountered
in getting the nght type of men to diz
the Panama Canal is the certainty that
they will be exposed hoth without and
T am sorry to say, within Congress to ut-
terly reckless assaults on their capacity
and character.” What the President said
on this subject has received general ap-
{)rnva'l' both from radicals and conserva-
ives

The coronation of King HWaakon and
Queen Mand in the ancient Norwegian
mpn'\l of Trondhjem is described as strik-
ingly impressive in its sombre simplicity.
The granite grandenr of the old eathedral
wias unmarrved by unfortunate attempts at
decoration.  The  ladiesin-waiting  were
simply gowned. wearing neither eathers
nor traing,  The erown of King Oscar ap-
reared  throughont ‘¢ ceremony in 'm
minent danger of falling over King Tlaa-
kon's ears, hot evgn in this trying cir-
cumstance King kon maintained his

own dignified bearing.




