Ao

" confronts the

PENDING LIWQUOR LEGISLATION,

The question of the further restriction
of the liquor traffic in Ontaric is again
before the legislutors «f the Province;
not as yet formally; it has been informally
discussed by the Premier and his fol-
lowers, in order tha Mr Ross might see
the length to which his majority of three
would be willing to go. Presumably this
was the Prem er's es ential first step as
a parliamentary maj rity is the only
machinery through which temperance or
any other legislation can find its way to
the statute book. According to the re-
ports the Premier's followers are nit
entirely agreed as to the extent or nature
of the legislation 10 be enacted. It would
be sitisfactory, were it p ssible, for the
leaders and members on both sides to
agree upon some advanced measure
of temperance refor m, but of this no sign
appears on the horizon. Tne one out-
standing fact appears to be the Premier
stands considerably in advance of the bulk
of the representatives on either side as 1o
the scope of the measure which should be
introduced.

Looking back fifty years, it is pleasant
to note during all that period legislation
on the liquor question has been progress-
ively iestrictive. There has apparently
never during that time been a year in
which a measure of complete prohibition
could have been carried.  But every step
has been a step in the shape of ad itional
prohibition by so much A mass 0" senti-
ment in favor of fur her restrction now
legislators of Ontario.
Reascnable people do not expect impossi-
bilities from those who happen to occupy
the responsibilities of official political posi
tion; they know one cannot obtain
omelets without eggs, nor restrictive
legista‘ion withou' legislative majorities ;
nor do they expect improbabilities of
magnanim ty from Outs who naturally
desire 10 he Ins

Still, there is am interest of more
importance than the rival interest of Ins
and Outs ; we mean that of the great mass
of excellent people on both sides of poli
tics. who honestly desire the public well-
being, and who instinctively reahze that
latitude for the liquor traffic spells ill being
for the community. Let another step
forward now be taken; the longer the
step that can be salely and expediently
taken. and for which a legislative m.jority
can be obtained, so much the better,
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The annuitants on both the Aged and
Infirm Ministers and the Widows a~d
Orphans’ Fund are requested to return
without delay to the Rev Dr. Warden,
the slips sent them giving their present
address Their special attention to this
is requested.

Rev. D. G. McQueen, of Edmonton,
preaching in Toromw in the toterest of
Presbytenan mussions in the west, said the
Mormons were aiming at obtaining a con:
troling position in the poliies of  the
Termories.  Our Church has hree mission
stations among the Mormaons, but their work
had been rather to prevent the inflacncing of
Canstdiany Ly the allon oot e e

THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN
LET US HAVE PEACE.

As we go to press the Commission of
Assembly. ‘on the Central India Mission
difficulty, is meeting in To onto, specially
1o consider the proposal of the friends of
Rev. Dr. Wilkiz, that the church in some
way recognize the new mission which they
pu pose to start in Gwali r, Central India

In J nuary last the Foreicn Mi-sion
Committee, by a narrow majority of o,
refu-ed to start a new mission in wi h
Dr Wilkie might work  They urged 1.0
1o join the American Presbyteriar Church,
offering to pay hs salary to that church it
he would ac ept ‘This he refused as it
could o ly lead to msunderstanding. 1t
practically m ant that though as a church
we want missionaries yct we have no use
for one of our oldest a d most experienced
ones; and so anxious are we Lo get rid of
him thut we will gladiy pay his salary to
any society that will take him off our
hands.

The frends ot Dr Wilkie organized in
Fibruary to go on with a new mission
beieving they repr sen the feelings of the
greater part of the church more thoroug h-
ly than does the majority of the F M. C.
These friends are, however, most anxious
10 avoid continueu discord over this
troub'esom: question ; and so desire, if
possible, 10 have the church in some way
recognize their efforts, and wi h this de-
sirable object in view they hasve approach-
ed the Commission of Assemby Thercis
oom for the new effort in such a lage
and unoccupi d territory;and as the section
chosen for work is about 200 miles from
tie present mission, there should be little
ch nce ftor turther triction  As the others
in the field have now got all the results ol
Dr. Wilkie's long services then they surely
can afford to be, at least, so generous as
to leave him alone a- he starts out again
to do pioneer work in a new and diflicult
field  As 10 the influence at home il the
members ot the pres nt F M C who are
oppo «d 10 Iir Wilkie continue 10 oppose
and interfere with the new movemen: it
can only lead to greater difficulty  It, on
the other hand, they and others, who may
not be able tu approve, can only give it
at least the privilege of proving whether
itis a movement the Master wants, it may
be possible 1o go on in peace ; and all will
sooner or later come back again under
the tull ¢ ntro! of the church.

The cry ‘it is devisive” isan old one and
to some quite enough 1o hinder all coun-
tenance. As we do nct belizve in an infall-
ible church organization any more than
in an infallible Pope, ic is hara to under-
stand the position of some in this matter
Luther, Calvin, Kwox, and even Christ
Himself were all*devisive' in the sense that
term is now so vlten used Majorities
must ordinarily rule ; bur majorities have
otten been in the wrong Only by the
decided action cf the minority have we
to-day the civil and religious liberty we
enjoy

The friends of Dr. W lkie are not in
this eff 1t ojposing the F. M. work of the
church, though they have not that co: fi-
dence 1n the adm nistration of the present
majority of the F M C. that enables them
to support it They are tryir g honestly
to bridge over the breach that has been
caused ; to give those interested in mis-
sions to India an opportunity ot carrying
out their wishe ; and of saving the
necessity for further agitation in the
church “that has long been doing harm.
If the church can in some way throw its
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blessing, as it will result in giving the
chusch ancther mission, in a new and
needy field in India  The friends of Dr,
Wilkie ¢ nnot be accused of rash im-
patience anyway, as they o carnestly and
so long have been urging the church to
take the work under its care and do at
Jeast this small measure o' justice to Dr.
Wilkie who having been deprived of the
truit of a1l his efforts in the past, may still
be able to give his energy and experience
to the people 'n whom he is so deeply
interested  For nearly two years now
these friends have b en trying to get the
church to do what they consider neces-
sary and what they believe the majority
of the church. also wish. but in which
they have been opposed by a narrow but
detsrmined majority on the F. M. C.

The Coxmission has therefore to decide
whether a narrow majority ot two in the
F. M C is to rule and override the wish
of the church.

Almost the whole of the $000.00 which
was set down as the initial cost of the new
missiou has been secured and that too
wi hin. between two and three waeks; and
a number of sessions have already ex-
pressed  their  hea ty sympathy and
intention of co-operation with the new
movement.

- PP

The dark places ot ‘he earth, to a la-
mentable extent, continue to be "!!Ie
ha itations of horrid cruelty At a mis
sionary meeting in London recently, a
mssionary of the C M. S, from Western
Equatorial Africa point:d out that there
were over a hundred languages still in
Africa awaiting translation, and that there
were many tribes untouched by Christian-
ity. He also gave a saddenirg description
of the people and their practices I'here
were, h said, certain places on the banks
of the Niger where it was not safe to land
withcut an escart  Cannibalism was rife,
and al! through the ca-tern section of the
country it was the custom aller a raid or
hattle to kill all the enemy who were cap-
tured. Not « nly twin children,but children
born in certain ways and having certain
characteristics were regularly exposed to
deah. They found in the low reaches of
of the Niger that the worship of charms
and the power of the medicine man were
paramount.
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A Minister 1n a Western congregation
recently made a desperate attempt to get the
women to remove their head-gear in church,
so as 10 prevent obstruction of view. But
he fiiled, and now knows what the philoso-
phical thymster discovered about collective
woman, namely 1 “When she will, she will,
you may depend on't ; When she wont, she
A corre~
spondent writes: ‘I went to church last
Sunday morning, as usual, but found my
view of the wminister obstructed by a wide-
spreading hat worn by a woman directly in
front. As I dodged my head from side to
side, 1 am sorry to.say my thoughts were not
altogether such as were befiting to the place
and occasion.  For these thoughts, and for
any lack of concentration n following the
sermon, who is to blame—myself, ot the
lady with the monstrously large head gear?
1i editors know everything, would you kindly
suggest a remedy for what, without intey din'

wont, and there’s an end on't.”
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