296

The Dominion Presbyterian
370 BANK STREET -

Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg.

OTTAWA

TERMS : One year (50 issues) in advance ... .. $1.50
Six months . . 78
CLUBS of Five, at same time . ... . 5.00

he date on the labe
is paic

ows to what time the paper
for,  Notify the publisher at once of any mis
1 L

Py ontinued until an order is sent for discon
tinna and with it, payment of arrearages,
When the address of your pa st thang. 1,

send the old as well as new add
Sample copies sent upon appl
Send all remittances by
tered letter, made payable to
TERIAN,

ry order or regis
1E DOMInION VrEspy

ADVERTISING RATES, - 1

nsertion, 1 lines to the ine
Letters should be addressed:
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN,
P.0. Drawer 1070, Ottawa
C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,  Manager and Editor.
REV. D A. MACLEAN, B,D,, Assistant Editor,

Ottawa, Wednesday, 1st May, 1901,

nts per agate line each
14 inches 1o the column

How would it strike the average farmer if
he were asked to set apart every tenth land
of his spring crop tor the Lord’s use ? He
would prepare the soil and sow it, he would
care for it and harvest it, and he would put
it by itself and market it and turn the pro-
ceeds into the Lord’s treasury. When we
consider the part that the Lord has in the
success of the crop that is now being put in,
it would not be a large acknowledgement.
It is worth trying.

And now the men who can afford it, who
are near the cntre and have got good salar-
les, jrepare to aitend the Synod, that Court
which of all others is said to be the repre-
sentative Court of our Church,  These meet
and piously lament the meagre attendance,
and the lack of spirituality on the part ot
their absent brethren.  But when it is sug-
gested that the prosperous brethren who can
attend share the expense of attendance
equally with their more distant brethren
+ +« « . the thing is impracticable !

What an amount of lying seems to be ne-
cessary to effert a sausfactory sale of goods
of any description ! The bargain counter is
a huge lie. There is always a reservation on
the part of the merchant, which the purchas-
er cannot know, In the exchange of seed it
is thought good husiness to get more than is
given.  In describing any aricle for sale the
man is thought to b a fool who tells all that
he knows about the article he wants to sell.
A straight sale, that is where both parties
were honest in their descrniptions and state-
ments would be worth a journey across the
continent to witness.  Honesty and sincerity
are the rarest qualities amonz men.  Not a
single action held up to the white light of
absolute truth would allow the rays of that
light to pass through it without hindrance,
Some that we thought fairly honorable ac-
cording to the standard that h lds 1n our
world cast a very dark shadow indecd when
God's truth falls upon them.  Yet by that
standard are finally tried. It is worth while
trying our acts by it now,
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A DISHEARTENING OUTLOOK.

We had a long conversation with a
minister who is preaching for a call, and
learned something of the unpleasantness
such men have to endure. Some « f them
are full of the richest humor. Thus at
one cha ge within a metropolitan Preshy-
tery, the minister was entertained on
Monday morning while waiting for his
train, by the young lady of the house a
pert but well meaning school-marm, by a
description of the kind of man whom they
were looking for in M—.  She ended her
description by the naive remark —**Now
Mr.—, you are not at all the kind of man
we want here.”  The remark was refresh-
ingly simple and frank

But these are surface matters. Every
man knows that he becomes the subject
of talk, not always kindly, at the dinner-
tables of those to whom he has been hy-
ing to deliver his message in the morning,
Perhaps he has risen above his environ-
ment, and spoken for his Master instead
of with his own interests in view. They
listened eagerly, and he hepes for good
results for Christ from his sermon.  But
the chance word he can scarcely help
hearing makes him painfully aware that
they are thinkiug only of the impression
he has made, and are perhaps wondering
how old he is.

“Put your best foot forward” seems to
be the advice needed for the minister to-
day. In other days, perhaps in these
days the Yankee horsetrader was famed
for his ability to make every horse that
passed through his hands look as if he
were in his prime, Something of the
horse trader’s skill seems necessary today.
Most congregations seemed possessed of
the desire 10 open a man's mouth and ex-
amine his teeth before they call him for
their minister.  He may preach well, he
may have a good record he may be most
courteous and cultured, but how od is
he? His hairs ae grey and painfully
ccant, there are crow's feet about his
eyes. his step has lost some of its springi-
ness, it would not pay to call him
they like his pre ching, and like him v ry
much as a man, but, he is past his prime.

Perhaps he hasn’t. He may be just
out ot College. or a graduate of not mor
than a year or two.  *“But he lacks push
and animation ' There are some things
that certain natures cannot iring them
selves to do They are men who shrink
from debasing the sacred calling of the
holy ministry with anvthing sordid When
a plutocrat, and there is one in almost
every congregation, who may be worth
$1000 or $100,000, takes him under his
wing, and patronizes him, and wants to
run him for the benefit of the congre
gation inc dentaily and of himself primar-
ly, these men have a way of quietly
withdrawing themselves. I hey have not
reached the pomnt where they can lock
self-respect in their home study while they
g0 pulpit hunting.  And they are not
called !

Sometimes they are practically called,
that is 10 say. the people want to call
the . But one of the people does not,
and that one most industriously speaks in
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praise of the choice of the pzople and “‘is
vary sorry he cannot see his way to sup-
port him. If he were not acquainted
with one little circumstance of his life he
would hold up both hands for him. He
b:lieves that not a trace of that unfortun-
ate affair remains, and laments his own
prejudice, but he cannot bring himsel( to
support the man just yet.' That is
enough  He only needs to say this to
two perscns, and then he may withdraw
from the contest and watch the result,
Tnere is but one ending, and it has been
witnessed again and again

Need we wonder that after hearing ot
a few of such experiences a self-respect-
ing young man declines 10 enter the field
where such experiences are met  In doing
this he sins against his own conscience,
and stifles the voice that is calling him
away from a sordid worldly pursuit to
take up spintual service entirely. lrre-
parable injury is done to himself, and yet
is he entirely to blame for it?  Solong as
the members of a congregation make a
mere business of choosing a minister,
very little removed above the plane of the
business of choosing a driving horse, so
long will an  atmosphere that is most
destructive to spiritual life surround the
life of the man called 1o the ministry  In-
to it will come men whose only ambition
is self gratification. and who see in the
profession of the ministry an casy mears
t) secure it.

Let the minister foe
upon as one called
scrvice it is possib!
let him be honore wse of the position
he holds, and t! he has received ; let
the business of caliing and settling and
supporting a minister be recognized as
one in which God has the leading part,
and that man's part is but t . learn clearly
what is God's will in the matter, and the
men who have received the Divine call
will no longer refuse 1o listen to it, nor
shall we find men occupying our pulpits
to whom the Divine voice has never
spoken, but who hear only the voice of
the prudent man who seeks an easy and
honorable living.  There are not many of
these, but here and there one creeps in.
The respomsibility for this desecration res s
at the door of the people, who have disho -
ed the called of the Lord.

iat he is looked
the very highest
v hold in this tife ;
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Referring to the meeting of the Synod
in Stratford, and the election of one of
the city minister's to tha Moderator's
chair, the Beacon says :

The citizens of Stratford feel highly
complimented by the elevation of Rev. .
W. Panton to the high and useful oflice
of Moderator of the Synod of Hamilton
and London.  Of the city's clergymen
Mr. Panton is probably the longest locat-
ed here, and that he has worn well is the
bust evid nce of his Christian character
and manly  worth Presbyterianism in
Stratord is a strong foree for good. It
haas not only faithfully imparted the teach-
ings of the Master and pointed the way
to the higher spiritual iife, but its fruits
are 10 be seen in the making of a high or-
der of citizenship which has contributed
80 much to the well being ot the city,
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