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illuiniiiation, tiiu (li>iM)niiaiiT niiLstcrx of the

iif:littriith fL'iitiiry, tho Kii^^lixh prc-U)i{ihiii-I-

iti'N ' III Ikiirtlsli'v, s(» tt) .speitk, wast insc-t nil

the iiiHufiues that went to make the ]Krio<I

what it was. And another reason why it

is so eonvcnient to begin with him is that

he and not ()s<-ar Wilde was in reality the

grert creative genius »jf the age. Besides his

blatk-und-white work all the w<irld knows, in

whieh, as Father Gray says, ' His imaginative

gifts never showed a sigr. of fatigue or ex-

haustion,''' Beardsley practised in other arts.

While a youngster at Brighton he proinise<l

to become a musical prwligy, and in later days

Syinons descrilx-'s him at a Wagner concert grip-

ping the seat with nervous intensity. He wrote

some charming p'jetry, and as pictuves(|ue a

fairy tale for grown-ups as has ever been

written in Umler the Hill. In an interview

he states, probably slyly, he was at work in

1895 on a modern novel- ; while in 1897 he

said, ' ('azotte has inspired me to make some

small contes. I have one in hand now called

The Celestial Lover." He began once to write

a play with the actor, Brandon Thomas. In

' Laat LMnr» of Auhrey liennlnlmi, with an Introduc-

tion by the Rev. John Gray, IfKII-.

'^ The Sketrh, April l(t, 18i).».
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