
SOCIAL WMORK AND MO4RAL RICFORM

To understand the difficulties of abolitionist work in Gerniany
it mint bc realized that unlike England, where regulation wns
enactcd and could bc r-cp.aled by Parliannent, we have local regula-
tion by the police, by municipal authorities, by ediets of the Admin-
istration whiclî have the very slightest legal founidation, are very
often in defiance of the lawv, arbitrary, tyrannous, depending on
the gond or ill-will and personal views of individual men. The
German publie lias been so long accustoxncd to paternal goverrnment,
to police and bureaucratie interfercuce in aIl departinents of life,
tlint by-laws which hiad existed for generations and wvere opprcssing
a clasm of outcast wonîcn, gave no offence and were regarded rather
as an anchor of safety and a boon. The leaders of the Abolition
inovement knew any direct attack on State regiation would be
quite uselcss and that the work must lie initiated by propagating
iMeas wvith special insistence on the unity of the moral law and
thec demand of an equal moral standard for both sexes.

0f enornious advantage to the new inovement was the great
organization of German ivomen, ivhose varions associations had been
fpderated some years previously under the mame of "Bund
Deutscher Franenvereine," a section of which hiad made of the
nxorality question a partieular study. The Abolitionist ideas wvere
nt first flot welconied by this section, their advocatcs had to enter
into a serions controversy, but iu tlie end they carricd the day, and
Abolitionist principles now dominate in the large organi7ations of
the German WNomen's Federation. :àanv associations offered to
Abolitionist speakers their platforms and flans greatly facilitatcd
the agitation.

It ivas ncecssary to showv that prostitution is nlot an isolated
phenomenon, but the resuit of social conditions, that the unfortun-
ate wvonten, irho are made ontcasts by regulation, are victinis, and
should be lii ted up instend of bcing chaincd to a life of vice by
the regulation sýystena.

The lowv wagcs of womnen, the miscrable housing of the lower
classes wvhich admit of no development of decency, t.he danger run
by the fceblc-mindcd, the mcnt.ally defective and the degenerate of
the feniale se;, were bronglit forward as soine of thia causes of
prostitution, and by practical efforts, speech and writing- the Aboli-
tionists pointed ont the way to positive reforna wvok.

Another important part of the propaganda Nvas controvcrting
the universally aceptcd dognia of the uccessity of vice for men,
on which the wliole systena of regulation rests. The fact; that self-
restraint and purity are not injurious to mnns health, that con-
tinence is quite possible was assertcd and proved, neot only by
Abolitionist speakers, but by a great nunîber of me.dicai men over
and over again. The drinking habits of -men, the prevailing intena-
perance, wvas pointed out as by far the most fruitful source of
sexual immorality and the figlit ngainst~ drink as the most effica-
cious fight for sexual purity. *A great; stress wvas laid in the agita-
tion on the importance of teaching the young certain faets of
physiology, enlightening thena in the course of lessons or occasional
taiks on structure and functions of the human body, and by clear


