
'< id

354 A woman's Bi: ASON

the last that waa known of him he was on a reef in the
Pacific with three others, whik ,. boatful of people went
off to prospect for land. When ihe boat came bLk thevwere gone and nobody ever knew vha> became of them "

« nv
^^'**^"''^^ became of the girl, Mrs. } lowers ?

"

Vh, as to that, this deponent saith not. Cons., hd her-
Belt, J ."appose, in the usual way."
The two V )menlari,rhed together, and began to pull up

their sacka. v. inch had dropped from their should^ into
tneii' cTiairs rehind them.

Helen tiied to speak, but she could not. She tried to
rise ana seiiie the woman before she left the .^om, to make
fo!lfi!i f tr ^''T'^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^<^«- But 1. 10 shame of atemble doubt crushed her with a burden uader whichshe could not move. When the waiter, respectfully hover-ing near, approached at last, and, viewing her untouched
plate, suggestively asked if he could bring her anything
more, she said « No," and paid her ch..ck and came out

^
It was a beautiful day, but she walked spiritlessly

alongm the sunshine that seemed to smile iif& into eveiT-thing but her
;
and she feebly sought to adjust the pang

of this last blow to some misdeed of her own. But .she
could not. She could only think how she should once have
contrasted Lord Rainford's nobleness with Robert's follvand indignantly preferred him. But now she was aware
ot not having the strength to do this-of not being able
to pluck her heart from the idea to which love and
loss had rooted it; and she could not even wish any-thmg but to die. In another world, perhaps~if therewere any other world-Robert could explain ai.d justify

*^^
weakness for which she could not do oth . \an pity

Her brain wa oduU, and jaded witL.t, ^^, ' when shedragged herself ,rily up the step.s at iV riders' door,
she felt no surpnse that it should be the oi. Captain who
'^r •'-- -^ ^" iici, ui hiim ne snouid seek (^ ! Ja her in

' ne with him. At last,st- ^4tsome--room


