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for past sin, would be to lament it, and to make strenu-
ous efforts after obedience in time to come. But thoun-h he
were to do this (which, however, he never would, unless
mclined thereto by the Spirit of God), tears, however sin-
cerely shed, and zeal, however active, would not atone for
sm. The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, and that alone
can cleanse from guilt. If we therefore, my friends, are in
the happy condition of pardoned sinners,—if God has re-
conciled us unto himself, and no longer imputes our tres-
passes unto us,-if he looks down from heaven upon us
with a propitious countenance, pacified towards us for all
our offences, and we can look up to him in return with
hhal confidence, and can address him in the language of the
prophet, "Though thou wast angry with us, thine anger is
turned away,"-the praise of all this must be ascribed to
Jesus.

O blessed Saviour, Lamb of God! have we been forgiven
all our sins for thy sake? Have we, unworthy of the divine
favour in ourselves, been accepted in thee, the Beloved?
Then unto thee "be glory and dominion for ever and
ever!

But we require to be sanctified as well asjustified,_made
holy as well as pardoned and accepted. Besides being de-
livered from the condemnation to which sin exposes we
need to be emancipated from its reigning power. And in
this latter sense too, no less than in the former Christ
washes his people from their sins. The object of his inter-
position on their behalf was not simply to reconcile them
to God, by obtaining for them the forgiveness of their past
offences, but likewise to restore the lost image of God to
their souls. He " loved the church, and gave himself for
It; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing
of water by the word ; that he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be hoi: d without blemish"

I

'JU

I

I-

\


